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Suppre ssion Strate gie s 

Ve ge tation Type  Fire  Dange r Rating Guid e line s 

Grassland  
 L OW- HIGH 

W ARNING! T his vegeta tion burns with a n extreme fire intensity. Fire runs should be 
a nticipa ted with winds from a ny direction. Entra pment risk is very high. 

 Consider a  broa d conta inment stra tegy using existing roa ds, a llowing long-
term ma na gement requirements for biodiversity  

 Direct a nd pa ra llel a tta ck ma y be a pplied with ea rthmoving ma chinery a nd fire 
units only on dea d edges, or in vegeta tion with L OW OFH. 

Mixe d  ope n shrubland /wood land    

L OW – HIGH 
 Consider a  broa d conta inment stra tegy using existing roa ds, a llowing long-term 

ma na gement requirements for biodiversity 
 Direct a nd pa ra llel a tta ck ma y be a pplied with ea rthmoving ma chinery a nd fire 

units only on dea d edges, or in vegeta tion with L ow OFH 

VERY  HIGH – EX T REME 

 Fa llba ck to existing tra ils a nd roa ds, recently burnt a rea s of vegeta tion with 
L ow OFH. 

 Ba ck-burning effectiveness will drop significa ntly when humidity sta rts to rise, 
a nd wind drops, in the ea rly evening 

 Pa ra llel a tta ck ma y be a pplied with ea rthmoving ma chinery a nd fire units only 
on dea d edges, or in vegeta tion with L ow OFH 

 
 

O pe rational Guid e line s - Ge ne ral 
Ge ne ral Guid e line s 

Ae rial ope rations 
 

 Due to limited wa ter a va ila bility, suita ble a irstrips a nd potentia lly long turna round times a eria l wa ter bombing is not a  
preferred option.  

 Aeria l opera tions will be ma na ged by tra ined a nd competent personnel.  
 Aeria l bombing should be supported by ground ba sed suppression crews wherever pra ctica l. 
 All a eria l ignition opera tions require the consent of the NPWS  Regiona l Ma na ger or the S ection 44 Appointee.  
 Consider deployment of 10 000L  Buoywa ll from Bourke. 

Backburning 
 

 All personnel must be fully briefed before ba ck burning opera tions begin. 
 Effective ba ckburning in L OW – MOD OFH a rea s will require the use of wind, slope or low humidity. 

Com m and  & Control 
 

 T he first comba ta nt a gency on site ma y a ssume control of the fire, but then must ensure the NPWS  is notified promptly.  
 U pon a rriva l of other fire fighting a gencies, lia ison will ta ke pla ce to determine suita ble in-cha rge a rra ngements a nd 

stra tegies. 

Containm e nt Line s 
 

 New conta inment lines require the prior consent of a  senior NPWS  officer. 
 Construction of new conta inment lines should be a voided, where pra ctica ble, except where they ca n be constructed with 

minima l environmenta l impa ct. 
 All personnel involved in conta inment line construction must be briefed on a nd consider both na tura l a nd cultura l herita ge 

sites in the loca tion. 
 All conta inment lines not required for other purposes should be closed immedia tely a t the cessa tion of the incident. 

Earthm oving Eq uipm e nt 

 Pla nt ma y only be used with the prior consent of a  senior NPWS  Officer.  
 Pla nt must a lwa ys be guided a nd supervised by a n experienced officer, a nd a ccompa nied by a  support vehicle. When 

enga ged in direct or pa ra llel a tta ck, this vehicle must be a  fire fighting vehicle.  
 Ea rthmoving equipment is not permitted in a rea s infested with spiny burrgra ss. 
 Pla nt must be wa shed down, where pra ctica ble, prior to it entering NPWS  esta te a nd a ga in on exiting NPWS  esta te.  

Fire  Suppre ssion 
Che m icals 

 T he use of foa m, gels a nd reta rda nts will NOT  be permitted within 50 metres of da ms a nd wa tercourses holding wa ter. 
 T he a eria l use of foa m, gels a nd reta rda nts should be a pproved by Regiona l Ma na ger or delega te. 

Re habilitation  Where pra ctica ble, conta inment lines should be sta bilised a nd reha bilita ted a s pa rt of the wildfire suppression opera tion. 
Sm oke  Manage m e nt  Potentia l smoke impa cts a nd mitiga tion ta ctics will be a ssessed during the pla nning of fire opera tions. 

Thre ate ne d  P rope rty 
 S ites where property or a ssets ma y be threa tened a re identified on the suppression ma p. T hese sites a re Asset Protection 

Z ones where fire sea son prepa ra tion will be underta ken (sla shing, pruning, chemica l spra ying). 
 Fire units a re to be deployed for a sset protection.  

Visitor Manage m e nt  T he pa rk ma y be closed to the public during periods of extreme fire da nger a nd during fire opera tions. 

W ate ring points 
 Most wa ter points a t Culgoa  a re ephemera l, loca l knowledge will be essentia l to determine the a va ila bility of wa ter.  
 Consider deployment of a  bulk wa ter ca rrier to support fire opera tions. 
 Consider deployment of 10 000L  Bouywa ll from Bourke  

W ARNING  Overhea d powerlines 
 

O pe rational Guid e line s - He ritage  
Ge ne ral Guid e line s 

Aboriginal Cultural 
He ritage  

Site  Manage m e nt 

All personnel involved in conta inment line construction a nd or vehicle ba sed fire suppression opera tions a re to be briefed rega rding 
site loca tions.  
Mo dified trees (AS1) 

 Protect the site from fire, clea r ba se of litter a nd shrubs, exclude site tree from fire where possible 
 Foa m ma y be used to protect the tree, or to extinguish fire 
 Do not cut trees 

Gro und based sites (AS2), including:  
middens, artefact scatters, quarry sites, hearths 
 Protect sites from a ny ground disturba nce, including the use of ea rth-moving equipment a nd vehicles 

Burial Sites 
 Protect sites from a ny disturba nce by excluding opera tions by a t lea st 50m 
 Area  ma y be burnt 

Historic He ritage  
Site  Manage m e nt 

Wo o den cattle grids , survey trees 
 Protect sites from fire by sla shing gra ss during high growth yea rs 
 Exclude sites from fire where possible, including during the construction of a  control line a round the perimeter 
 Foa m ma y be used to protect the site 
 Do not cut trees 

To ulby, Caw w ell and Byew arring sheds and yards 
 Regula rly ma inta in APZ s 
 Protect the site from fire, exclude a rea  from fire where possible 
 Foa m ma y be used to protect the structures, or to extinguish fire 

Thre ate ne d  Flora and   
Fauna Manage m e nt 

Threatened plant species – Narro w -leafed Bumble (Capparis lo ranthifo lia)   
 Apply a  ma chinery exclusion zone in ha bita t a rea s 
 Monitoring to record fire response must be initia ted a fter a  fire event 

Endangered eco lo gical co mmunities –Co o libah-Blackbo x  Wo o dlands, Brigalo w -Gidgee Wo o dlands 
 All efforts to be ma de to protect 
 Avoid the remova l of ma ture trees 
 Monitoring to record fire response must be initia ted a fter a  fire event 
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This strate gy should  be  use d  in conjunction with ae rial photography and  fie ld  re connaissance  d uring incid e nts and  the  d e ve lop m e nt of 
incid e nt action plans. 

T hese da ta  a re not gua ra nteed to be free from error or omission. T he NS W Na tiona l Pa rks a nd Wildlife a nd its employees discla im lia bility for a ny a ct 
done on the informa tion in the da ta  a nd a ny consequences of such a cts or omissions. T his document is copyright. Apa rt from a ny fa ir dea ling for the 

purpose of study, resea rch criticism or review, a s permitted under the copyright Act, no pa rt ma y be reproduced by a ny process without written 
permission. T his stra tegy is a  releva nt Pla n under Se ction 38 (4) a nd Se ction 44 (3) of Rura l Fires Act 1997. T he NS W Na tiona l Pa rks a nd Wildlife 

S ervice is pa rt of the NS W Office of Environment a nd Herita ge.Published by the NS W Office of Environment a nd Herita ge, November 2014. 
Contact: Bourke  Are a O ffice  

PO Box 18 Bourke 2840 NS W. Ph 02 6830 0200 
IS BN 978 1 74359 875 7 OEH 2015/0029| T RIM: EF14/29626 DOC15/2007 Da te Approved: Ja nua ry 2015  

Re late d  Docum e nts 
Office of Environment a nd Herita ge (2013-2014) Fire Ma na gement Ma nua l 

In case  of e m e rge ncy call d uty office r (fire  se ason) on (08) 8080 3222 
 

Status of Biod vie rsity Thre shold s 
 
Too fre q ue ntly burnt Consecutive fire interva ls a re shorter tha n the recommended minimum interva l. 

Vulne rable  to  
fre q ue nt fire  T he current fire interva l is shorter tha n the recommended minimum interva l. 

W ithin thre shold   T he time-since-fire is grea ter tha n the recommended minimum, a nd less tha n 
the recommended ma ximum. 

Long unburnt T he current fire interva l is longer tha n the suggested interva l. 

Unknown Fire history unknown. 

 

Bush Fire  Risk Manage m e nt State gy 
 
FMZ  O bje ctive  
Asse t P rote ction 
Z one s 

T he objective of AP Z s is the protection of huma n life a nd property. T his will 
ha ve precedence over guidelines for the ma na gement of biodiversity. Ma inta in 
Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd a t Modera te or below. 

Strate gic Fire  
Ad vantage  Z one s 

T he objective of SFAZ s is to reduce fire intensity a cross la rger a rea s. Ma inta in 
Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd a t High or below, however a dherence to guidelines for 
biodiversity will ta ke precedence where pra ctica l. 

Land  
Manage m e nt Z one s 

T he objective of LMZ s is to conserve biodiversity a nd protect cultura l a nd 
historic herita ge. 
Ma na ge fire consistent with fire thresholds. 

 

Fire  History 
 

 
Prescribed burns tha t occurred within the la st 5 yea rs (2009/10 to 2013/14) 

 Wildfire tha t occurred within the la st 5 yea rs (2009/10 to 2013/14) 

 

Ve ge tation m anage m e nt 
 

Ve ge tation 
Com m unity Ve ge tation m anage m e nt guid e line s 

 
Fire  Be haviour 

Gra ssla nds 
 
 

An interva l between fire events less tha n 
3 yea rs a nd grea ter tha n 10 yea rs should 
be a voided 

 Potentia l ra te of sprea d is High with high winds 
 L oca lised a rea s of High – Ve ry High OFH a fter periods of 

ephemera l growth 
Arid shrubla nds  
(Chenopod 
subforma tion) 

Fire events (including prescribed burns) 
should a lwa ys be a voided 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d a re low due to L ow – Modera te OFH. 
Potentia l ra tes of sprea d will be higher a fter periods of ephemera l 
growth 

Arid shrubla nds 
(Aca cia  subforma tion) 

An interva l between fire events less tha n 
15 yea rs should be a voided 

 Potentia l ra te of sprea d is highest in sta nds of eleva ted (shrub) fuel 
(4 – 6 kph under extreme conditions) 

 L oca lised a rea s of High – Ve ry High OFH 
S emi-a rid woodla nds  
(shrubby 
subforma tion) 

An interva l between fire events less tha n 
15 yea rs should be a voided 

 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d a re low due to Low – Mod e rate  OFH 
 L oca lised a rea s of High OFH ma y produce restricted a rea s of 

higher fire intensity 
S emi-a rid woodla nds 
(Gra ssy subforma tion) 

An interva l between fire events less tha n 
9 yea rs should be a voided 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d a re low due to Low – Mod e rate  OFH 
 L oca lised a rea s of High OFH ma y produce restricted a rea s of 

higher fire intensity 
O FH – Overa ll fuel ha za rd - A ra ting system tha t includes lea f litter, gra sses, shrubs, ba rk type a nd ba rk condition 
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Com m unications Inform ation 
Se rvice  Location and  Com m e nts Channe l 
NPWS /Air ba nd (Cross-
ba nd repea ter)  

 Fa r West Region ha s two porta ble repea ters for 
deployment out of Broken Hill  

Aircra ft - VHF  Conta ct S ta te Air Desk for frequency a lloca tion  
Mobile phone – Next G  Pa tchy reception with ca r kit  
S a tellite Phone  Good Reception  
U HF - CB  37 

Contact Inform ation 
Age ncy P osition/ Location P hone  
Na tiona l Pa rks & Wildlife 
S ervice 

Area  Office (bus. hours) (02) 6830 0200  
Regiona l Duty Officer (fire sea son) (08) 8080 3222 

Ba rwon Da rling Z one  
NS W Rura l Fire S ervice 

Z one Ma na ger: Chris Fa velle (bus. hour) (02) 6836 1226 
Z one Ma na ger: Chris Fa velle (24 hour) 0419 691 815 
Opera tions Ma na ger: Robyn Fa velle (bus. hour) (02) 6836 1226 
Opera tions Ma na ger: Robyn Fa velle (24 hour) 0407 904 940 
Brewa rrina  S ta tion (02) 6839 2589 

RMS  Brewa rrina  (02) 6830 5100 
Emergency S ervices  000 
Hospita l Brewa rrina   (02) 6830 5000 
S ES  Ca ll Centre 132 500 

Brewa rrina  U nit (02) 6839 2338 
Police Brewa rrina  S ta tion (02) 6830 5599 

Goodooga  S ta tion (02) 6829 6844 
Council Brewa rrina  S hire Council (bus. hours) (02) 6830 5100 

Brewa rrina  S hire Council (24 hour)  0427 392 101  
 

Coordina te S ystem: GDA 1994 MGA Z one 55
Projection: T ra nsverse Merca tor
Da tum: GDA 1994
S ca le of Incident Ma p
T rue a t A1               1 cm equa ls 1 km
Da ta : S potlight S a tellite Ima gery: 2005.
1:100 km T opogra phic Ma p Weilmoringle
1:100 km T opogra phic Ma p Goodooga

Fire  Se ason Inform ation 

W ild fire s 

T he critica l wildfire sea son occurs during November to Februa ry. T his period ma y 
extend into the first ha lf of Ma rch. Pa rticula r ca re is required during periods of 
nega tive S outhern Oscilla tion Indices. T he end of the critica l fire sea son is often 
ma rked by wet storm a ctivity. Pa st fire beha viour would indica te tha t two or more 
consecutive yea rs of a bove a vera ge ra infa ll would be required to produce fuel loa ds 
which would support a ny significa nt fires.  

P re scribe d  
Burning 
 

Prescribed burning should be underta ken before a utumn ra in occurs to ma ximise 
effectiveness. Burning ma y a lso be considered during la te winter a nd ea rly spring 
dependent on sea sona l fa ctors. Prescribed burning underta ken nea r the 
commencement of the sta tutory bushfire sea son should be fully conta ined. 

Locality 
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