
Ve g e tation Thre shold 
 
Tre a tm e nt 
 

Too Fre que ntly Burnt Fire thresholds ha ve been exceeded. Protect from fire a s fa r a s possible. 

Vulne ra ble  to Fre que nt Fire  
The a rea  will be Too Frequently Burnt if it burns this yea r. Protect from fire a s fa r a s 
possible. 

Within Thre shold 
Fire history is within the threshold for vegeta tion in this a rea . A burn is neither required nor 
should one necessa rily be a voided. 

Long  Unburnt 
Fire frequency is below fire thresholds in the a rea . A prescribed burn ma y be 
a dva nta geous. Consider a llowing unpla nned fires to burn. 

Unknown Insufficient da ta  to determine fire threshold. 

No Re g im e  Assig ne d 

 
Area s which do not ha ve recommended fire interva ls a ssigned to them eg. clea red la nd, 
rock. 
 
 

 
 
 

NB. Fire  thre sholds a re  de fine d for ve g e tation com m unitie s to conse rve biodive rsity 
  

 

Fire  Ma na g e m e nt Z one Tre a tm e nt 

Asset Protection Z one s 

The objective of APZ s is the protection of huma n life a nd 
property. This will ha ve precedence over guidelines for the 
ma na gement of biodiversity. Ma inta in Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd a t 
Modera te or below. 

Stra te g ic Fire  Adva nta g e  Z one s 

The objective of SFAZ s is to reduce fire intensity in loca tions 
to a ssist conta inment of wildfires, by ma inta ining the Overa ll 
Fuel Ha za rd a t HIGH or below. 

La nd Ma na g e m e nt Z one s 
The objective of LMZ s is to conserve biodiversity a nd protect 
cultura l herita ge. Ma na ge fire consistent with fire thresholds. 

 

Risk Ma na g e m e nt Inform a tion

Fire  Se a son Inform a tion 

Wildfire s 
The critica l wildfire sea son occurs during November a nd December. This period ma y extend 
into the first ha lf of Ja nua ry. Pa rticula r ca re is required during periods of nega tive Southern 
Oscilla tion Indices. The end of the critica l fire sea son is often ma rked by wet storm a ctivity. 

Prescribed 
Burning  

The preferred period for prescribed burning is a utumn to ea rly spring when conditions fa vour 
self-extinguishment over-night a nd fires ha ve less impa ct on critica l life sta ges of biodiversity. 
Prescribed burning should consider the low density of fire tra ils a nd the possibility of dry 
westerly winds ca using reignition well a fter the burn is complete. 

 

He rita g e  Guide line s 

Aborig ina l 
Cultura l 
He rita g e  

IS 1 – As fa r a s possible protect site from fire. Do not cut down trees. 
IS 2 – As fa r a s pra ctica ble protect the site from fire. Avoid a ll ground disturba nce a nd driving 
over           sites.  Avoid wa ter bombing which ma y ca use ground disturba nce. 
IS 3 – Avoid a ll ground disturba nce. Avoid wa ter bombing. Site ma y be burnt by fire without 
da ma ge. 
Modifie d tre e s 
 As fa r a s possible, protect the site from fire, a nd do not cut trees 
 U se of foa ms & reta rda nt is a ccepta ble. 
Habitation sites 
 Exclude control line construction from sites. Consider a  buffer zone of a bout 50 metres 
from the sites. 

 AIIMS da ta ba ses must be checked a s pa rt of pla nning for fire opera tions. 
Historic Sites  Historic forestry site nea r Middle South Firetra il (refer to Opera tions Ma p). 

Thre a te ne d 
Fauna  & Flora   

 The protective a ctions for threa tened flora  a nd fa una  ha ve been incorpora ted into the 
Opera tiona l Guidelines 

 Koa la ’s ha ve been found in the reserve. Avoid intense prescribed burns tha t scorch or burn 
the tree ca nopy. 

 
Suppre ssion Stra te g ie s 

Conditions Guide lines 
All ve g e tation types  
Fire da nger 
ra ting  

L OW - HIGH 

 Consider a  broa d conta inment stra tegy using existing roa ds, a llowing long-term 
ma na gement requirements for biodiversity  

 Direct a nd pa ra llel a tta ck ma y be a pplied with ea rthmoving ma chinery a nd fire units. 

Fire da nger 
ra ting  

V ERY  HIGH 

 Close pa ra llel or direct a tta ck ma y be a n option a t night depending on wea ther conditions. 
 Dista nce between the fla nk a nd ma chinery a nd fire units should be kept to a  minimum   
 Secure a nd deepen conta inment lines on the next predicted downwind side of the fire. 
 Ma y require a eria l support to ma na ge spot overs a nd monitor fire sprea d. 

Fire da nger 
ra ting  

SEV ERE -
EXTREME + 

 Firefighter sa fety is the pa ra mount considera tion in deployment. 
 U nderta ke broa d conta inment stra tegies using ma in fire tra ils a nd clea red country. 
 Ta ctics will include property protection where sa fe a nd necessa ry. 
 Close pa ra llel or direct a tta ck a nd / or mop up of fire edge ma y be a n option a t night 
depending on wea ther conditions. 

Wa rning: Fire runs should be a nticipa ted with winds from a ny direction. Entra pment risk is 
very high. 

 

Fire  History

O pe ra tiona l Guide line s 

Ha za rd 
Reduction 
Burning  

The ma jority of the reserve genera lly ha s L OW to MODERATE OFH a nd fuels a re only a va ila ble 
for effective burning under V ERY  HIGH FDI. 

Ae ria l 
O pe ra tions 

 Aeria l opera tions will be ma na ged by tra ined a nd competent personnel. This includes 
directing a eria l bombing a nd a eria l ignition opera tions 

 The use of bombing a ircra ft without the support of ground ba sed suppression crews should 
be limited to very specific circumsta nces. 

 All a eria l ignition opera tions require the consent of a  senior NPWS officer or the Section 44 
Appointee.  

Backburning  
 All personnel must be fully briefed before ba ck burning opera tions begin. 
 Ba ckburning in a rea s of L ow –  Modera te OFH will require the use of wind, or low humidity 
to ma ximise effectiveness. 

Com m a nd & 
Control 

 The first comba ta nt a gency on site ma y a ssume control of the fire, but then must ensure 
the releva nt la nd ma na gement a gency is notified promptly.  

 The initia l Incident Controller will lia ise with the RFS to ensure tha t the a gency in 
comma nd is determined a nd a n Incident Controller is a ppointed.          

Conta inm e nt 
Line s 

 New conta inment lines require the prior consent of a  senior NPWS officer. 
 Construction of new conta inment lines should be a voided, where pra ctica ble, except 
where they ca n be constructed with minima l environmenta l impa ct. 

 All persona l involved in conta inment line construction should be briefed on, a nd must 
consider both na tura l a nd cultura l herita ge sites in the loca tion. 

 All conta inment lines not required for other purposes should be closed immedia tely a t the 
cessa tion of the incident. 

Ea rthm oving  
Equipm e nt 

 Pla nt ma y only be used with the prior consent of a  senior NPWS Officer.  
 Pla nt must a lwa ys be guided a nd supervised by a n experienced officer, a nd a ccompa nied 
by a  support vehicle (NPWS). When enga ged in direct or pa ra llel a tta ck, this vehicle must 
be a  fire fighting vehicle. 

 Pla nt must be wa shed down, where pra ctica ble, prior to it entering NPWS esta te a nd 
a ga in on exiting NPWS esta te.  

Fire  
Suppre ssion 
Che m ica ls 

 The use of foa m, wetting a gents a nd reta rda nts will NOT be permitted within 50 metres of 
da ms a nd wa tercourses holding wa ter. 

 The a eria l use of gels a nd reta rda nts should be a pproved by a  senior NPWS officer. 
 The use of reta rda nts requires the a pprova l of a  senior NPWS officer. 

Re ha bilitation  Where pra ctica ble, conta inment lines should be sta bilised a nd reha bilita ted a s pa rt of the 
wildfire suppression opera tion. 

Wate r Points  Consider deployment of a  bulk wa ter ca rrier to support fire opera tions. 

Sm oke  
Ma na g e m e nt 

 Smoke drift onto Wondoba  Roa d will be a  ma jor risk during fire opera tions 
 Smoke impa cts a nd mitiga tion ta ctics will be a ssessed during the pla nning of fire 
opera tions. 

Visitor 
Ma na g e m e nt 

 In Extreme + Fire Da nger a t the Bra nch Directors discretion, reserves or sections of the 
reserve ma y be closed or eva cua ted. 

 Ensure the closure is a dvertised on the NPWS visitor website. 
 Consider checking the ca r pa rk for vehicles if there is a  fire in the reserve.  
 Advise the a rchery club of fire threa ts, a nd the restrictions in pla ce for entry to the reserve. 

WARNINGS  Ga scombe Roa d (council) a nd North west tra il a re bla ck soil a nd a re not tra ffica ble when 
wet. 
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Fire  Type Fire  Deta ils 

  Pre scribed Burn 2018-19: NPWS-CBRN-Wondoba -North West 
 

 

  Wildfire s 2013-14: Milroy 

Ma p deta ils 
Datum : GDA_ 1994_ MGA_ Z one_ 56 Ge og ra phic Coordinate Syste m : GCS_ GDA_ 1994 Noted sca le s: True when printed on A0 pa per 

Loca l Gove rnm e nt Are a : Gunneda h                                         Topog ra phic Ma p 1:25,000: Wondoba  89354N, Gora n 89354S 
Contact Inform a tion 

Ag e ncy Position / Location Phone  

Nationa l Pa rks 
& Wildlife  Se rvice  

Area  Ma na ger –  John Whitta ll 0428 693 909 
Duty Officer (24 hour) 8275 1742 
Ca stlerea gh Area  Office (bus. hours) 

6843 4000 Ba ra dine 
6842 1311 
Coona ba ra bra n 

NSW Rura l Fire  Se rvice  
Northe rn Table la nds 

 
L iverpool Ra nge Z one District Ma na ger Pa ul 
McGra th 0414 822 159 
L iverpool Ra nge Z one Office 6746 5800 

Fire  & Rescue NSW  000 
Em e rg e ncy Se rvices Police, Fire, Ambula nce 000 

SES  132 500 
Police Gunneda h 6742 9099 
Council Gunneda h Shire  6740 2100 

Loca l Aborig ina l La nd 
Council Red Chief L AL C 6742 3602 

 

Com m unications 
Se rvice Cha nne l Location a nd Com m e nts 
NPWS 
Repea ters 

310 
316 

 NIB V ote Group  
 Bla ckja ck 

RFS N005  L iverpool Ra nge 
U HF - CB   Sma ll fires cha nnel 10, la rge fires determined by IMT 
Avia tion - 
CTAF 134.70  NIB frequency unless a nother frequency is a lloca ted on a n incident 
Cellphone   Covera ge is unrelia ble for the reserve  
Sa tellite 
Phone 0147 143 012  Stored a t Coona ba ra bra n Office 
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Ve g e ta tion Form a tion 
(Ke ith) 

Ve g e tation Ma na g e m e nt Guide lines Fire  Be ha viour 

 

Gra ssy Woodla nds 

 

 The minimum fire interva l in hea lthy sta nds 
of these gra ssy woodla nds is five yea rs. 
Where the hea lth of the woodla nds in 
compromised through dieba ck the 
minimum fire interva l should be increa sed 
to 10 yea rs. 
 Burning ma y be considered a fter a  fire 
interva l of more tha n 40 yea rs. 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d a re Hig h due to the 
gra ssy na ture of the fla mma ble elements in 
genera lly Mode ra te O FH. 

 

Dry Scle rophyll Forests 
(Shrub/g ra ss sub-
form a tion) 

 

 The minimum interva l between low 
intensity fires is more tha n 5 yea rs. 
 Burning ma y be considered a fter a  fire 
interva l of more tha n 50 yea rs. 
 The minimum interva l between high 
intensity fires should be eva lua ted on 
forest condition. 
 Ma ny sites with this vegeta tion cla ss ha ve 
been exposed to frequent fires for 
extended periods. 
 

 This cla ss of vegeta tion is often a ssocia ted 
with hilly a nd steep terra in which ca use 
va ria ble fire beha viour with due to terra in 
driven fa ctors. 
 The potentia l ra tes of sprea d during extended 
dry sea son ca n be very high due to terra in 
fa ctors. The very steep terra in, skeleta l soils 
a nd droughty na ture of these esca rpment 
sites mea n O FH is norm a lly in the ra ng e  of 
Mode ra te to Ve ry Hig h. 
 Spotting a ssocia ted with uphill fire runs ca n 
be severe. 

 

Loca lity Ma p

Le g e nd
1 Indigenous Site Group 1
2 Indigenous Site Group 2
3 Indigenous Site Group 3

Historic Sites

Threa tened Property
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