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Vegetation Fire Season Information

Local Government Area: Warrumbungle

e The critical wildfire season generally occurs during November and December.
Wildfires o During periods of strong negative Southern Oscillation Indices (EI Nino events), this period may commence
. late September and extend into the first half of January.
Bro ad Veg etation typ es e The end of the critical fire season is often marked by wet storm activity.
- Riparian woodlands Prescribed Burning e Burning in woodland areas should be undertaken before late autumn rainfall to maximise effectiveness.
Box / White Pine woodlands
Lo Operational Guidelines
Ironbark / White Pine woodlands P —
General Guidelines
Cleared o Aerial operations will be managed by trained and competent personnel. This includes directing aerial bombing
and aerial ignition operations

Aerial operations e The use of bombing aircraft without the support of ground based suppression crews should be limited to very

specific circumstances.
» All aerial ignition operations require the consent of the NPWS Regional Manager or the Section 44 Appointee.

o All personnel must be fully briefed before back burning operations begin.

e Backburning in areas of Low — Moderate OFH will require the use of wind, or low humidity to maximise
effectiveness.

o Where practicable to mop-up efforts, clear a 1m radius around dead and fibrous barked trees adjacent to
containment lines prior to backburning, or wet down these trees during the ignition.

e The first combatant agency on site may assume control of the fire, but then must ensure the relevant land
management agency is notified promptly.

« On the arrival of other combatant agencies, the initial Incident Controller will consult with regard to the ongoing
command, control and incident management team requirements as per the relevant BFMC Plan of
Operations.

New containment lines require the prior consent of a senior NPWS officer.
Construction of new containment lines should be avoided, where practicable, except where they can be
— 1:1 30,000 constructed with minimal environmental impact.
. . e Containment lines running along valley areas should be constructed at 20 — 50 metres from the gullyline to
Containment Lines . .
avoid severe erosion.

3 2 2 e Use of dormant trails and existing trails is preferred to the construction of new containment
Status of Biodiversity Thresholds .

o All personal involved in containment line construction should be briefed on, and must consider both natural
and cultural heritage sites in the location.

Backburning

Command & Control

Consecutive fire intervals are » Earthmoving equipment may only be used with the prior consent of a senior NPWS Officer.
LRI shorter thanthe « Earthmoving equipment must always be guided and supervised by an experienced officer, and accompanied
burnt recommended minimum Earthmoving Equipment by a support vehicle. When engaged in direct or parallel attack, this vehicle must be a fire fighting vehicle.
interval. o Earthmoving equipment must be washed down, where practicable, prior to it entering NPWS estate and again
on exiting NPWS estate.
The current fire interval is e The use of foam, gels and retardants will be permitted on the reserve
Vulnerable to | shorter than the Fire Suppression Chemicals | ¢ Fire suppression chemicals are not to be applied within 50m of water courses and dams.
frequent fire | recommended minimum « The use of retardants requires the approval of the Regional Manager or delegate
interval. R I ¢ Where practicable, containment lines should be stabilised and rehabilitated as part of the wildfire suppression
ehabilitation .
operation.
The time-since-fire is greater Watering points ¢ Dams in the reserve are maintained “Watering Points”, and marked on the Incident Map.
Vil than the recommended Smoke Management « Potential smoke impacts and mitigation tactics will b d during the planning of f i
threshold minimum, and less than the pacts and mitigation tactics will be assessed during the planning of fire operations.
recommended maximum. Visitor Management e The reserve will be closed during periods of extreme fire danger, and during fire operations.
e Sub-soils in low lying areas can turn to spew and quicksand when saturated. Vehicles and
WARNINGS machinery can readily bog to the axles, or worse.

The current fire interval is
Long unburnt | longer than the suggested
interval.

o Gully areas marked by red gums and Bulloak are also susceptible water-logging.

Operational Guidelines - Heritage

Resource Guidelines
Modified trees (IS1)
e Protect the site from fire, clear base of litter and shrubs, exclude site tree from fire where possible

e Foam may be used to protect the tree, or to extinguish fire
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage e Do not cut trees

Site Management

Ground based sites (1S2), including: artefact scatters and grinding grooves
e Protect sites from any ground disturbance, including the use of earth-moving equipment and vehicles

Bushfire Risk Management S Varrigan picnic area
) ) ) e Exclude machinery from the area
The objective of this zone is Historic Heritage . o [0 [] newsEstate FoNsW
i i Site Management Yarrigan Bore, Yarrigan fire tower
to protect historic structures . ) ) .
S e Protect the site from fire, exclude area from fire where possible A Il aates locked
by maintaining the Overall e Foam may be used to protect the structures, or to extinguish fire et aaon
Fuel Hazard at LOW. Y s : 9 B Gate private
The objective of this zone is Threatened fauna
to reduce fire intensity in Threatell'\nﬂeaang:rr:]a;:? d Flora e The protective actions for threatened fauna have been incorporated into the Operational and Vegetation » Gate OEH
Strategic Fire locations to assist Management Guidelines - Dam
Advantage Zones containment of wildfires, by o —62
maintaining the Overall Fuel - - - L] Building
Hazard less than HIGH Vegetatlon management gmdellnes \ Drainage
The objective of this zone is c it M t quideli Fire Behavi T g
Land Management to conserve biodiversity and ommunity anagement guidelines ire Behaviour - ot S
Zones protect cultural heritage by Ironbark / White Pine Ani b f less than 1 « Potential rates of spread is moderate due to Low /
applying biodiversity woodlands * Aninterva et.ween ire events less than 15 years Moderate OFH Fire Trails (g=cc Palicy No. 212007)
thresholds should be avoided o Localised areas of HIGH OFH may increase intensity =
Narrow-leaved Ironbark / White ¢ A high intensity fire may be permitted after a fire N Essential, Cat 1
. over limited areas
Cypress / Bloodwood free period 30 — 50 years
- - ial, 7
. ) * Potential rates of spread is low due to Low OFH Ceaniiel, Cot
¢ An interval between fire events less than 15 years ) ; : . . . T
Box / White Pine woodlands should be avoided e Prescribed burning will not be effective during periods " THillview: Essential. Cat 9 61
A e . ) of lower fire danger in most areas. . i
¢ A high intensity fire may be permitted after a fire . : . .
Riparian woodlands free period 30 — 50 vears e Potential for intense short distance spotting for areas Important, Cat 1
. Presgribed burning Zhould be targeted during of long unburnt Apple.
White Box / White Pine / Yellow Box / i i i
Riv;reRec:jXGumI/??o::;i-ba?kg‘gAg;Ie periods of continuous ground cover . S;Jccr?jsws \ﬁ/ithyieﬁrvsvm?g irnesrult in atlhconthunc::Jsl - Important, Cat 7
(after successive wet years) ground cove ch wou crease the potential rate
of spread Important, Cat 9
Cleared « No management guidelines . Poter)t|a| rates pf spread will be dependant on the s —ssss = [omont
density and height of grass cover.
Other Roads & Trails
PreSC ri b ed b urn av ai | ab | | |t OFH - Overall fuel hazard - A rating system that includes surface (leaf litter), near surface (low shrubs & grasses), elevated (shrubs), and bark fuels. Maior Road
y Ephemeral fuels - ephemeral fuels conditions occur after consecutive years of effective rainfall. This in turn leads to the growth and build-up of fine surface 65 3 Ty d ; 3 : = q A\ ajor ~o -
fuels such as grasses and herbs, which can create a continuous fuel load across all of the above vegetation communities. 60 & ; o5 - i : Ne AT A ﬁwp Tia i SIS Ed [ Minor Road —6560
This area is generally has Long unburnt — it is desirable in woodland plant communities to retain some parts of the landscape in a long unburnt state to promote the presence of \ . * 3 % 2 : s V ¥ e P i ) ;
Available only during LOW or MODERATE OFH, species that are sensitive to fire and to maintain old-growth trees capable of forming hollows. '} W\ i~ NN W Tl s NSO K@t e NGRS SRR A e I R S N D AR S R e e e et | oA\ Other Trails
VERY HIGH FDI prescribed burning effective S a S 2
only under VERY HIGH FDI uppression Strategies Site Management (see guideline tables)
This area is generally has NIL Conditions & forecast Guidelines
Available only or LOW OFH, except during - Threstened Property
ephemeral conditions | seasons producing All vegetation types Threstened Fsuna
continuous ground cover e Consider a broad containment strate i isti i i
- - - gy using existing trails and roads, recently burnt areas, creek lines or
This area is unavailable for Years with saturated soils and vegetation with LOW OFH. Threatened Flora
Unavailable for prescribed burning, due to sub-soils
prescribed burning NIL or LOW OFH, or (This is necessary due to the high risk of vehicles and machines bogging) Indigenous Site 151
ecological requirements. Indigenous Site [52
— . . ) ) * Consider a broad containment strategy using existing trails, allowing long-term management requirements for Indigenous Site 153
Availability for burning must be referenced with the Fire danger rating biodiversity
Status of Biodiversity Thresholds. LOW - HIGH @ N
« Direct and parallel attack may be applied with earthmoving machinery and fire units. 4 Historic Site
« Fallback to existing trails and roads and recently burnt areas when fire runs exceed control line construction v/ Machinery Exclusion Area
rates m Fire Ares
e Secure and deepen control lines on the next predicted downwind side of the fire Cheriton" )
Other Fire Control Advantages
Fire danger rating e Target backburning operations when the humidity rises in late afternoon and early evening. Backburning N I ! 4\ fakhi
. ) L o I~ iV Water Paint \Vehicle
VERY HIGH - EXTREME effectiveness will drop significantly with rising humidity. ? I Scale 0 0.5 1 Kilometers ?
Wh Ry int Heli
®» ¢ Areas with grassy understorey may carry fire 1+ years after fire. S 1:25,000 | L l [ Water Point Helicopter -S
Fire runs under extreme conditions may travel at 4 — 6 kms/hr. %’O / [INHY Water Point Helicopter & \ehicle <030
Burn areas with LOW OFH may hold fire head, if deep enough = ; =i &
N Burn areas with MODERATE OFH will reduce intensity. © 15 ..’ ‘ ] \ -/ ©
-~ U 0
Catastrophic e Revert to property protection. 693000m.E 94 95 01 702000m.E




