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Template 3
Sustainability assessment for built facilities and structures
Use this Template for new built facilities and structures, and adaptations, alterations and modifications to existing facilities, requiring a lease or licence under s.151 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (NPW Act) or for proposals of a similar kind being undertaken by the Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water (DECCW).
Submit it with a completed environmental impact assessment, either a:

· Review of Environmental Factors (REF) for activities under Part 5 of the EP&A Act 1979, or
· Conservation Risk Assessment for exempt development under State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007.

__________________________________________________________________

Introduction
The purpose of this part of the assessment process is to consider the sustainability issues associated with proposals involving built facilities and structures, including modifications to existing places. Information provided by proponents in the template will inform decision-making on whether to grant a lease or licence under s.151 of the NPW Act, including whether the requirements of s.151B(1) and the sustainability assessment criteria adopted by the Director General of DECCW under s.151B(3) have been met.
The approach below is consistent with the intent of the NSW Government Sustainability Policy and DECCW’s Sustainability Action Plan. These commit the Government and DECCW to leading by example in sustainable water and energy use, reducing greenhouse gas emissions and waste, and increasing sustainable procurement. It also builds on the key and supporting design principles from the DECCW Park Facilities Manual. 
This part of the assessment process also provides an opportunity for proponents to demonstrate how a project will contribute to the achievement of park management objectives, including those related to conservation and public use and enjoyment. This recognises the desire for projects that go beyond just the provision of tourism and visitor facilities, and looks to establish active partnerships that provide both conservation and public enjoyment returns. 
Complete the template following discussion with the park manager.
Proponents should complete only those parts of the template, and provide supporting information, that are directly relevant to the proposal. If a particular issue or factor is not relevant this should be noted (indicate with ‘not applicable’ or ‘N/A’, with a brief explanation if necessary).

If the only physical works associated with the proposal relate to minor maintenance activities (see Part A of the sustainability guidelines), the proponent should discuss with the park manager whether the template should still be completed, or if information to address the requirements of the NPW Act and the sustainability assessment criteria can be provided in an alternative format. 
Proponents should refer to the sustainability assessment criteria for further information on the factors, guiding principles and considerations or benchmarks that are most applicable to the proposal. 
If the completed environmental impact assessment already provides the necessary information, then the relevant sections of that assessment should be referenced below. 
Project title
Proposed location
Identify the location of the proposed building or structure within the park, including suitable maps, plans, diagrams and photos. 
1  Scale and mass 
Well-designed built facilities and structures will reflect a scale that is appropriate to the park setting and responds to the landscape context. Facilities should be unobtrusive and not dominate the locality, either in their physical presence or usage. 
	Factors:
	Height and siting

Separation and setbacks

Density and footprint


Documentation:
Provide information addressing the sustainability assessment criteria for the above factors, including:

· a written statement of the design rationale
· a site analysis
· relevant plans, elevations, sections and shadow diagrams.
	


2  Design and appearance 
The design and external appearance of facilities will play a major part in determining how well they blend into the park setting. The choice of materials can also greatly influence the achievement of this outcome.

Every park will have a different context, setting and unique combination of values. The type of building design that works in an alpine setting, for example, will likely not be applicable to a rainforest.

Each proposal must therefore be assessed on its own merits and design qualities. 
	Factor:
	Form and style

	Documentation: Provide information addressing the sustainability assessment criteria, either below or in the statement of design rationale. Also provide details of proposed materials and colours.


	

	Factor:
	Orientation, solar access and ventilation


Documentation: Provide information addressing the sustainability assessment criteria, either below or in the statement of design rationale and site analysis plan. Also provide details of design features to address control of daylight, shading and glare. 
	

	Factor:
	Amenity

	Documentation: Provide information addressing the sustainability assessment criteria.



3  Resource use, energy, materials and waste 
Every building and facility involves a complex combination of many natural and processed materials. Well-designed facilities that are designed for long life, durability and adaptability will generally make the most efficient use of natural resources, energy and water throughout their full life cycle. They will also minimise the production and release into the environment of waste products, and maximise opportunities for recycling. 
Achieving outcomes in these areas is driven by the imperatives of climate change and the long-term goal of carbon neutrality. There is also an opportunity for on-park facilities to showcase best practice. This is consistent with the commitment in the NSW Government Sustainability Policy that Government will lead by example. 
	Factor:
	Materials choice and embodied energy


Documentation: Provide information addressing the sustainability assessment criteria, including analysis and justification of materials selection. 
	

	Factor:
	Energy use


Documentation: Provide information addressing the sustainability assessment criteria, focusing on measures to first avoid and then minimise energy use. Where rating schemes can be used to evaluate a building’s energy performance also include details of the scheme and rating achieved. 
	


	Factor:
	Water use

	Documentation: Provide information addressing the sustainability assessment criteria, focusing on measures to first avoid and then minimise water use. Where rating schemes can be used to evaluate a building’s water use performance also include details of the scheme and rating achieved.


	

	Factor:
	Miscellaneous materials


Documentation: Provide information addressing the sustainability assessment criteria.

	

	Factor:
	Waste management and recycling


Documentation: Provide information addressing the sustainability assessment criteria, focusing first on measures to avoid waste and then to reuse or recycle.
	


4  Optimising existing building or place performance (including heritage buildings) 
Existing buildings and structures have an immediate sustainability advantage compared to new facilities, in that they represent a significant stock of embodied energy. Retention and reuse conserves that resource and avoids the outlay of energy to develop new buildings. Many traditional building materials, such as timber, concrete and brick, are known to have better embodied energy ratings than more modern materials such as glass, steel or aluminium.

Existing buildings and places, especially those of heritage value, also have very different design and functional characteristics than more contemporary buildings (which have moisture barriers, damp-proof courses, membranes, cavity walls and insulation). Proposals involving existing facilities provide an important opportunity to undertake essential repairs and sympathetic upgrades to improve (and in some cases restore) building performance. This will also assist in both protecting the significance of heritage places and enhancing asset longevity. 
	Factors:
	Thermal mass
Controlling moisture

Passive heating and cooling

Existing heating systems


Documentation: Provide information addressing the sustainability assessment criteria. In the case of heritage items, this should include demonstration that the heritage significance of the building or structure will be protected.  
	


5  Sustainability during construction and operation 
To ensure that proposals are well designed, the use of high quality materials and incorporation of the best resource efficiency techniques is critical. However, even with the best intentions some designs and innovations do not work to their maximum potential when applied in real-life situations. Equally, built facilities need to be maintained to ensure they are kept in good working order. 
It is therefore essential to assess and monitor the environmental performance of facilities over time. Key questions include: Was the facility built as planned?; Is it delivering the planned environmental outcomes? (for example energy and water use); and Does it need to be changed or adapted in response to monitoring data or to advances in understanding and technology? 
	Factor:
	Sustainability during construction


Documentation: Provide information addressing the sustainability assessment criteria. 
Note: Projects involving building or infrastructure works (including 
temporary structures) will need to demonstrate compliance with relevant construction standards. Refer to the DECCW Construction Assessment Procedures for more guidance.
	

	Factor:
	Sustainability during operation, ongoing use and deconstruction


Documentation: Provide information addressing the sustainability assessment criteria. For temporary structures outline how the deconstruction phase will occur, including planned reuse or recycling of materials. Where rating schemes can be used to evaluate a building’s ongoing environmental performance, include details of the scheme to be used and planned timing of obtaining a rating.
	


6  Sustainable park management partnerships
The national parks system is managed to deliver both conservation and public enjoyment objectives. Proposals should demonstrate how they can provide not only tourism or visitor experiences, but how they will contribute to management actions that protect and enhance the park values that attract visitors. This is an opportunity to highlight partnership proposals that demonstrate a shared commitment to achieving park management goals. 
Examples may include projects that address contributions to biodiversity conservation programs (weed and pest control, ecological restoration), Aboriginal and historic heritage conservation (site protection, building restoration), visitor experiences (interpretive tours, volunteer programs, study tours), visitor management services (marketing, information, signage) and park infrastructure (utilities, roads, trails, lookouts).

	Factor:
	Contribution to park management objectives


Documentation: Provide information addressing the sustainability assessment criteria. 
	


Supporting documentation
Attach any relevant supporting plans or documentation.
Proponent sign-off

	Signature


	

	Name

	

	Position


	

	Date
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