
Strategy Information
Fire Season Information

Wildfires  Ha ve b een  kn own  to sta rt a s ea rly a s la te August, b ut
usua lly the poten tia l for a  la rge fire even t is grea test
b etween  Octob er a n d Decem b er.  T his period m a y
exten d in to J a n ua ry in  m ore severe yea rs.

Prescribed Burning
(NPW S  Fire Ma n a gem en t Ma n ua l 4.7)

 Gen era l sea son  is Autum n  to la te W in ter.  Burn in g is
possib le in  ea rly S prin g b ut n ot desira b le on  a  regula r
b a sis from  a n  ecologica l or tourism  poin t of view.

Suppression Strategies
Current FDR Forecast FDR

Low – Mod Low – Mod  Un derta ke direct, pa ra llel or in direct a tta ck a lon g
existin g con ta in m en t lin es.

 W here pra ctica b le con sider m a xim isin g the fire a rea  in
a ccorda n ce with the requirem en ts of a n y proposed
prescrib ed b urn s.

Low – Mod = > High  In  order to m in im ise the fire a rea  a n d secure the fla n ks
a s soon  a s possib le, un derta ke direct, pa ra llel or in direct
a tta ck a lon g the closest con ta in m en t lin es.

 Pa y pa rticula r a tten tion  to the fla n k on  the n ext
predicted down  win d side.

High All  Un derta ke in direct a tta ck a lon g existin g or n ewly
con structed con ta in m en t lin es.

 S ecure a n d deepen  con ta in m en t lin es a lon g the n ext
predicted down win d side of the fire.

 If a pplica b le con sider b roa der tha n  n orm a l con ta in m en t
stra tegies to a void wa sted effort a n d high risk of fa ilure.

All All  En sure there is sufficien t tim e to secure con ta in m en t
lin es prior to the fire im pa ctin g upon  them ; otherwise
fa ll b a ck to the n ext poten tia l lin e.
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Category Name Guidelines for interpreting fire regime threshold status 

Too Frequently Burnt 
Con secutive fire in terva ls 
shorter tha n  recom m en ded 
m in im um  in terva l 

T hese a rea s ha ve experien ced susta in ed (two or m ore) con secutive in terva ls b etween  fires shorter 
tha n  the recom m en ded m in im um  in terva l for this vegeta tion  type.  An y Ra in forest / Ma n grove / fire 
exclusion  vegeta tion  tha t ha s b een  b urn t will b e in  this ca tegory.  

Areas of vegetation that are repeatedly burnt at intervals shorter than recommended for the 
vegetation type may experience a decline in the abundance of plant species sensitive to freq uent 
fire. If inter- fire intervals shorter than the recommended minimum continue, these sensitive 
species are at risk of local extinction. Attempts should be made to minimise fire occurrence in 
these areas.  

Vulnerable to Frequent 
Fire 
Most recen t fire in terva l 
shorter tha n  recom m en ded 
m in im um  in terva l 

T hese a rea s ha ve a lrea dy experien ced on e in ter-fire in terva l less tha n  the m in im um  in terva l 
recom m en ded for this vegeta tion  type a n d/or the curren t tim e-sin ce-fire is less tha n  the m in im um  
recom m en ded in terva l. All un b urn t Ra in forest / Ma n grove / fire exclusion  vegeta tion  is in  this 
ca tegory.  

Within Threshold 

T he tim e-sin ce-fire a ge of the vegeta tion  is grea ter tha n  the m in im um  recom m en ded in ter-fire 
in terva l a n d less tha n  the m a xim um  recom m en ded in ter-fire in terva l. If a  fire occurs b efore the 
n um b er of yea rs specified a s the m in im um  in terva l ha s b een  rea ched it will m ove in to the 
‘Vuln era b le to Frequen t Fire’ ca tegory. If three or m ore fires occur in  close succession  the a rea  
will m ove in to the ‘T oo Frequen tly Burn t’ ca tegory. 

Long Unburnt 
On e or m ore fire in terva ls 
lon ger tha n  lon gest suggested 
in terva l 

T he post-fire a ge of the vegeta tion  is grea ter tha n  the recom m en ded m a xim um  in ter-fire in terva l 
for this vegeta tion  type. 

If fire continues to be absent from the vegetation for a prolonged time, it is anticipated that plant 
species that req uire fire to stimulate flowering or seed production (and their seed banks) may 
begin to senescence. Long unburnt areas in some vegetation types are very rare and therefore 
significant. Long unburnt vegetation may also have other ecological values that make it important 
habitat for certain species in a given area. Careful consideration should be given before burning 
these areas, and wherever possible the decision should be based on a scientific assessment and/or 
recommendation prior to burning. 

Unknown 
T here ha s b een  n o fire m a pped for this a rea  a n d the m a xim um  recom m en ded fire in terva l for the 
vegeta tion  type is lon ger tha n  the len gth of tim e for which fire records a re a va ila b le in  the study 
a rea . It is n ot possib le to determ in e if the vegeta tion  is in  the ‘W ithin  T hreshold’ or ‘Lon g 
Un b urn t’ ca tegory. 

No Fire Regime Area s which do n ot ha ve recom m en ded fire in terva ls a ssign ed to them , e.g. clea red la n d, rock etc. 

  

Asset Protection 
Zones

Strategic Fire 
Advantage Zones

Land Management 
Zones

Fire Management Zones
T he ob jective of APZs is the protection  of hum a n  life a n d property.  T his will ha ve preceden ce over 
guidelin es for the m a n a gem en t of b iodiversity.  Ma in ta in  Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd a t Modera te or b elow.
T he ob jective of SFAZs is to reduce fire in ten sity a cross la rger a rea s.   Ma in ta in  Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd a t 
High or b elow, however a dheren ce to guidelin es for b iodiversity will ta ke preceden ce where pra ctica l.  
T he ob jective of LMZs is to con serve b iodiversity a n d protect cultura l herita ge.   Ma n a ge fire 
con sisten t with fire thresholds.     

Operational Guidelines 
Refer to Strategy for Fire Management 2003 and Fire Management Manual 2007. 

Brief a ll person n el in volved in  suppression  opera tion s on  the followin g issues: 
Resource Guidelines 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage  
Site Management 
(NPW S  FMM 4.11) 

 Brief a ll person n el in volved in  con ta in m en t lin e con struction  &/or vehicle b a sed fire 
suppression  opera tion s, on  site loca tion s a n d the required m a n a gem en t stra tegies 
a ppropria te to the site type. 

 En sure close lia ison  with the releva n t Ab origin a l Herita ge Con serva tion  Officer in  
order to check for &/or iden tify n ew sites. 

 AH1 – As fa r a s possib le protect site from  fire, do n ot cut down  trees 
 AH2 – As fa r a s possib le protect site from  fire, a void a ll groun d disturb a n ce 

in cludin g the use of ea rthm ovin g m a chin ery, ha n dlin e con struction  a n d drivin g over 
site, a void wa ter b om b in g which m a y ca use groun d disturb a n ce. 

 AH3 – Avoid a ll groun d disturb a n ce, a void wa ter b om b in g, site m a y b e b urn t b y 
b ushfire, b a ck-b urn  or prescrib ed b urn  without da m a ge. 

Historic Heritage Management 
(NPW S  FMM 4.12) 

 T here a re m a n y historic rem a in s throughout the reserve.  T hese in clude m in in g 
eviden ce, hut rem a in s a n d sign s of ha b ita tion  such a s the old Fern da le T own ship.  
Refer to the ‘Ea rthm ovin g Equipm en t Guidelin es’ b elow. 

Threatened Fauna Management 
(NPW S  FMM 4.12 & 5.2) 

 Vuln era b le species recorded for the Reserve in clude Brown  T reecreeper, S peckled 
W a rb ler, Dia m on d Fireta il, a n d T urquoise Pa rrot.  W here pra ctica b le, protect ha b ita t 
a rea s a n d trees from  the fire if the effects of the resultin g fire frequen cy, sea son  &/or 
in ten sity will ha ve a  sign ifica n t or un kn own  im pa ct. 

 Other vuln era b le species recorded for the Reserves in clude the Koa la , S quirrel 
Glider a n d Ea stern  Lon g-Ea red Ba t.  As fa r a s possib le, protect la rge a n d hollow 
b ea rin g trees.  

 T here a re a lso kn own  records of the vuln era b le Border T hick-ta iled Gecko.  Avoid 
disturb a n ce of rock ha b ita t b y hea vy m a chin ery 

 Avoid the use of reta rda n ts a n d chem ica ls in  dra in a ge a n d creek lin e a rea s. 
Threatened Flora Management 
(NPW S  FMM 4.12 & 5.1) 

 Ba ra ya m a l CCAZ 1 - T here a re kn own  sta n ds of W hite Box which is listed a s White 
Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland, a  Critica lly En da n gered 
Ecologica l Com m un ity.  T his com m un ity is to b e m a n a ged within  required fire 
regim es.  Avoid disturb a n ce from  ea rthm ovin g equipm en t. 

 Goon oowiga ll CCAZ 3 - T here a re pa tches of Howell S hrub la n d which is a n  
En da n gered Ecologica l Com m un ity.  T his com m un ity is to b e m a n a ged within  
required fire regim es.  Avoid disturb a n ce from  ea rthm ovin g equipm en t. 

 If n ew sites a re foun d, protect popula tion s or in dividua ls from  fire if the fire 
frequen cy threshold ha s b een  exceeded, or the species is a n  ob liga te seeder (fire 
respon se ca tegory), or if the fire frequen cy threshold &/or fire respon se ca tegory is 
un kn own . 

Threatened Property  W here possib le property own ers with a ssets a t risk from  wildfire even t should b e 
kept in form ed rega rdin g the progress of the fire; a n d a sked for a n  a ssessm en t of their 
curren t level of a sset protection  prepa redn ess. 

General Guidelines 
Aerial Water Bombing 
(NPW S  FMM 4.5 & 5.1 / NS W  Fire 
Agen cies Avia tion  S OPs O2 / 
NPW S  Guidelin es for Effective 
Aircra ft Ma n a gem en t) 

 T he use of b om b in g a ircra ft should support con ta in m en t opera tion s b y a ggressively 
a tta ckin g hotspots a n d spotovers. 

 T he use of b om b in g a ircra ft without the support of groun d b a sed suppression  crews 
should b e lim ited to very specific circum sta n ces 

 Be a wa re of three m a jor powerlin es tra versin g Ba ra ya m a l CCAZ 1 
 W here pra ctica b le foa m  should b e used to in crea se the effectiven ess of the wa ter. 
 Groun d crews m ust b e a lerted to wa ter b om b in g opera tion s. 

Aerial Ignition 
(NPW S  FMM 4.8 & 4.5 & 2.12 / 
NS W  Fire Agen cies Avia tion  S OPs 
O2-4 / NPW S  Guidelin es for 
Effective Aircra ft Ma n a gem en t) 

 Aeria l ign ition  m a y b e used durin g fuel reduction  a n d b a ckb urn in g opera tion s where 
pra ctica b le, b ut on ly with the prior con sen t of the sen ior NPW S  officer. 

Backburning 
(NPW S  FMM 4.8) 

 T em pera ture a n d hum idity tren ds m ust b e m on itored ca refully to determ in e the 
sa fest tim es to im plem en t b a ckb urn s.  Gen era lly, when  the FDI is Very High or 
grea ter, b a ckb urn in g should com m en ce when  the hum idity b egin s to rise in  the la te 
a ftern oon  or ea rly even in g.  W ith a  lower FDI b a ckb urn in g m a y b e sa fely 
un derta ken  durin g the da y. 

Contact Information 
Agency Position / Location Phone 
DECC - NPWS Region a l Duty Officer 0428 345 789 
 Area  Ma n a ger 02 6732 5133 

0409 243 167 
02 6732 5130 (fa x) 

 Fire Ma n a gem en t Officer 02 6776 0014 
0429 220 613 
02 6771 1894 (fa x) 

 Glen  In n es Area  Office 02 6732 5133 
02 6732 5130 

 Region a l Office 02 6776 0000 
02 6771 1894 (fa x) 

Rural Fire Service Fire Con trol Officer 0428 639 116 
02 6732 3746 

 In verell Fire Con trol Cen tre 02 6721 0446 
NSW Fire Brigade Em ergen cy 000 
 In verell S ta tion  02 6721 0015 
SES Em ergen cy 000 
 In verell Un it 02 6721 0833 
Police Em ergen cy 000 
 In verell S ta tion  02 6722 0599 
Ambulance Em ergen cy 000 
 Glen  In n es S ta tion  13 1233 

02 6766 7429 (fa x) 
Hospital In verell 02 6728 8300 
DNR In verell 02 6721 9800 
Forests NSW In verell 02 6722 4200 
Council In verell S hire 02 6728 8288 
Transgrid T a m worth 02 6765 1666 
Local Aboriginal 
Land Council 
(LALC) 
 
Aboriginal Heritage 
Conservation Officer 

An a iwa n  Ab origin a l Coun cil 
29 Rub y S t T in gha  
Northern  Z on e 
 
Glen  In n es  

02 6723 3022 
 
02 6659 1200 
 
02 6739 0721 

 

  W here pra ctica b le, clea r a  1 m  ra dius a roun d dea d a n d fib rous b a rked trees a dja cen t 
to con ta in m en t lin es prior to b a ckb urn in g, or wet down  these trees a s pa rt of the 
b a ckb urn  ign ition . 

 Brief a ll in volved person n el on  the loca tion  of cultura l sites a n d threa ten ed species 
prior to b a ckb urn in g, a n d a dhere to the a b ove guidelin es. 

Command & Control 
(NPW S  FMM 4.3) 

 T he first com b a ta n t a gen cy on  site m a y a ssum e con trol of the fire, b ut then  m ust 
en sure the releva n t la n d m a n a gem en t a gen cy is n otified prom ptly. 

 On  the a rriva l of other com b a ta n t a gen cies, the in itia l in ciden t con troller will con sult 
with rega rd to the on goin g com m a n d, con trol a n d in ciden t m a n a gem en t tea m  
requirem en ts a s per the releva n t BFMC Pla n  of Opera tion s. 

Containment Lines 
(NPW S  FMM 2.3 & 4.9) 

 Con struction  of n ew con ta in m en t lin es should b e a voided, except where they ca n  b e 
b uilt b y ha n d with m in im a l erosion  poten tia l. 

 On ly existin g or previous tra ils or con ta in m en t lin e routes will b e used. 
 Roa ds a n d tra ils to b e used a s con ta in m en t lin es b ut requirin g works should b e 

prioritised in  con sulta tion  with releva n t IMT  a n d Fire Groun d sta ff. 
 All con ta in m en t lin es n ot required for other purposes should b e closed im m edia tely 

a t the cessa tion  of the in ciden t. 
 W here pra ctica b le, erosion  con trol works should b e in corpora ted in to the 

con ta in m en t lin e con struction  pha se. 
 All person a l in volved in  con ta in m en t lin e con struction  should b e b riefed on  b oth 

n a tura l a n d cultura l herita ge sites in  the loca tion . 
Earthmoving Equipment 
(NPW S  FMM 4.4 & 2.3) 

 Ea rthm ovin g equipm en t m a y on ly b e used with the prior con sen t of the sen ior 
NPW S  officer, a n d then  on ly if the prob a b ility of its success is high. 

 Ea rthm ovin g equipm en t m ust b e wa shed down  prior to it en terin g NPW S  esta te. 
 As fa r a s possib le, restrict its use to previously used con ta in m en t lin es. 
 Ea rthm ovin g equipm en t m ust b e a lwa ys guided a n d supervised b y a n  experien ced 

NPW S  officer, a n d a ccom pa n ied b y a  support vehicle.  W hen  en ga ged in  direct or 
pa ra llel a tta ck this vehicle m ust b e a  firefightin g vehicle. 

 Con ta in m en t lin es con structed b y ea rthm ovin g equipm en t should b e a t lea st 50 m  
from  depression  lin es in  order to a void erosion  prob lem s. 

 Ob serve the T hrea ten ed S pecies a n d Cultura l Herita ge Opera tion a l Guidelin es. 
 Proposed con ta in m en t lin es to b e con structed with ea rthm ovin g equipm en t should 

b e surveyed to iden tify un kn own  cultura l herita ge sites. 
Fire Advantage Recording  All fire a dva n ta ges used durin g wildfire suppression  opera tion s m ust b e m a pped a n d 

where releva n t a dded to the da ta b a se. 
Fire Suppression Chemicals 
(NPW S  FMM 4.5 & 4.10) 

 W ettin g a n d foa m in g a gen ts (surfa cta n ts) a re perm itted for use in  wildfire 
suppression . 

 T he use of fire reta rda n t is on ly perm itted with the prior con sen t of the sen ior NPW S  
officer, a n d should b e a voided where rea son a b le a ltern a tives a re a va ila b le. 

 Exclude the use of surfa cta n ts a n d reta rda n ts within  50 m  of ra in forest, 
wa tercourses, da m s a n d swa m ps. 

 Area s where fire suppression  chem ica ls a re used m ust b e m a pped a n d the used 
product’s n a m e recorded. 

 Ob serve the T hrea ten ed Fa un a  Opera tion a l Guidelin es. 
Rehabilitation 
(NPW S  FMM 5.1) 

 W here pra ctica b le, con ta in m en t lin es should b e sta b ilised a n d reha b ilita ted a s pa rt of 
the wildfire suppression  opera tion . 

Smoke Management 
(NPW S  FMM 2.10) 

 T he poten tia l im pa cts of sm oke a n d possib le m itiga tion  ta ctics m ust b e con sidered 
when  pla n n in g for wildfire suppression  a n d prescrib ed b urn in g opera tion s. 

 If sm oke b ecom es a  ha za rd on  loca l roa ds or highwa ys, the police a n d releva n t 
m edia  m ust b e n otified. 

Visitor Management 
(NPW S  FMM 2.13 & 3.4) 

 T he reserve m a y b e closed to the pub lic durin g periods of extrem e fire da n ger or 
durin g wildfire suppression  opera tion s.  

 

 

 
North ern Tab lelands R eg ion 

Barayam al NP (CCAZ1) & 
Goonoowig all SCA (CCAZ3) 

Fire Manag em ent Strateg y 2008 
<m a psheet 1 of 1>     

Th is strateg y sh ou ld b e u sed in c onju nc tion with  aerial ph otog rap h y and field rec onnaissanc e du ring  inc idents and th e developm ent of 
inc ident ac tion plans. 

T hese da ta  a re n ot gua ra n teed to b e free from  error or om ission . T he NS W Na tion a l Pa rks a n d Wildlife a n d its em ployees discla im  lia b ility for a n y a ct don e on  the 
in form a tion  in  the da ta  a n d a n y con sequen ces of such a cts or om ission s. 

T his docum en t is copyright. Apa rt from  a n y fa ir dea lin g for the purpose of study, resea rch criticism  or review, a s perm itted un der the copyright Act, 
n o pa rt m a y b e reproduced b y a n y process without written  perm ission . 

Th is strateg y is a relevant Plan u nder Sec tion  38 (4) and Sec tion 44 (3) of R u ral Fires Ac t 1997. 
T he NS W Na tion a l Pa rks a n d Wildlife S ervice is pa rt of the Office of En viron m en t & Herita ge. 

Pub lished b y the Office of En viron m en t & Herita ge (NS W), S eptem b er 2008 (Last Updated 22/02/2013) 
Con ta ct: Northern  T a b lela n ds Region , P.O Box 402 Arm ida le NS W 2350. Ph 6776 0000 

IS BN: 978 1 74122 700 0  OEH No. 2008/17 Date Approved: 26/6/2008 

Datu m : GDA 94     Projec tion: U T M   Grid: MGA Z on e 56 Noted sca les a re true when  this m a p is reproduced on  A0 size pa per 

Assu m e all g ates loc ked Contou r Interval 10 m etres 
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First R esponse Com m u nic ations Plan – Barayam al NP & Goonoowig al SCA 
Servic e Ch annel Inc ident Loc ation and Com m ents 
NPWS  - VHF 331 IMT  to Div Com  Mn t Ross 
NPWS  - VHF 631 Firegroun d Ca r to Ca r cha n n el (a ll cla sses) 
NPWS  - VHF (Porta b le Repea ter) 24 Firegroun d S tored a t Glen  In n es (T ra n sporta b le).  S ource a n d deploy a s required . 
RFS  - PMR - U HF  IMT  to Div Com        
Forests NS W  - VHF       Firegroun d       
CB - U HF 15 Firegroun d Cha n n el a s a ppropria te.  (Div Com , CL to Con tra ctors) 
Aircra ft - VHF 119.10 IMT  - Aircra ft       
Mob ile Phon e – Next G Y es IMT  – Div Com  On  high groun d 
S a tellite Phon e 0147162100 IMT  – Div Com  S tored a t Glen  In n es 
 


