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Bushfire  Risk Ma na g e m e nt Stra te g ie s

P re scribe d burn a va ila bility

 

Drillwa rrina  Na tiona l P a rk 
 Fire  Ma na g e m e nt Stra te g y 

 
2015 - 2020 

  
This stra te g y should be  use d with a e ria l photog ra phy a nd fie ld re conna issa nce . 

This is a  re le va nt P la n unde r Se ction  38 (4) a nd Se ction 44 (3) of Rura l Fire s Act 1997. 
These da ta  a re not gua ra nteed to b e free from  error or om ission. The NSW Na tiona l Pa rks a nd Wildlife a nd its em ployees 

discla im  lia b ility for a ny a ct done on the inform a tion in the da ta  a nd a ny consequences of such a cts or om issions. 
This docum ent is copyright. Apa rt from  a ny fa ir dea ling for the purpose of study, resea rch criticism  or review, a s 

perm itted under the copyright Act, no pa rt m a y b e reproduced b y a ny process without written perm ission. 
The NSW Na tiona l Pa rks a nd Wildlife Service is pa rt of the Office of Environm ent a nd Herita ge. 

Pub lished b y: Office of Environm ent a nd Herita ge (NSW). 
Conta ct: NPWS Northern Pla ins Region, 

PO Box 848 Na rra b ri  NSW 2390. Ph 6792 7350 
ISBN 978-1-76039-096-9 OEH2012 / 572 Da te  Approve d: 26/08/15 

 

Re la te d a nd re fe re nce  docum e nts 
 Na tiona l Pa rks a nd Wildlife Service (2013) Fire Management Manual 
  
 

Com m unica tions Inform a tion 
Se rvice  Cha nne l Loca tion a nd Com m e nts 

NPWS Repea ters 31  Needle Mounta in 
RFS  P132  Needle Mounta in 

U HF - CB   Sm a ll fires - Cha nnel 10  
 L a rge fires - determ ined b y IMT 

Pa rks Ra dio 11-17  NPWS Fireground cha nnels 1-7 
Avia tion - CTAF 134.0 

126.7 
 Dub b o 
 Gilga ndra  

Mob ile phone   Telstra  3G covera ge  
 

Conta ct Inform a tion 
Ag e ncy P osition / Loca tion P hone  

Na tiona l P a rks 
& W ildlife  Se rvice  

Duty Officer (24 hour)  
Coona b a ra b ra n  Area  Office (b us. hours) 

6842 3041 
6842 1311 

Fore stry NSW  Ba ra dine 6843 1607 
NSW  RFS Ca stle re a g h Z one  Z one Ma na ger 

Z one Office 
0417 415 032 
6842 2645 

RFS Rura l Fire  Brig a de s 
Ba lla dora n – Bruce Rodwa y 
Drina ne – Pa ul Ca m pion 
Kicka b il – Doug Wilson 

6888 1083 
6885 6313 
6887 9239 

Em e rg e ncy Se rvice s Police, Fire, Am b ula nce 000 
SES  13 2500 

P olice  Dub b o 6883 1599 
Council Dub b o 6841 4800 

 

Ma p de ta ils 
Da tum : GDA 1994                 P roje ction: MGA 1994              Ma p Z one : 55 
Ma p Ba se : Spot 5  2010.  
Topog ra phic Ma p: 1:50,000  Ba lla dora n 8634-S 
Note d sca le s:  True when printed on A1 size pa per 

Loca l Gove rnm e nt Are a :  Gilg a ndra  
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Fire  Se a son Inform a tion 
W ildfire s 

 The critica l wildfire sea son genera lly occurs during Decem b er a nd ea rly Ja nua ry.  
 During periods of strong nega tive Southern Oscilla tion Indices (El Nino events), this period m a y com m ence 

Octob er a nd extend to the end of Ja nua ry.  
P re scribe d Burning  

 Effective prescrib ed b urning m a y need to b e conducted once the “critica l fire sea son” is over. This is due to 
the L OW - MODERATE Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd for m ost vegeta tion types.  

 Prescrib ed b urning a ttem pted a fter a utum n ra in is unlikely to b e effective. 
 
 Ope ra tiona l Guide line s 

Ge ne ra l Guide line s 

Ae ria l ope ra tions 
 

 Aeria l opera tions will b e m a na ged b y tra ined a nd com petent personnel. This includes directing a eria l b om b ing 
a nd a eria l ignition opera tions 

 The use of b om b ing a ircra ft without the support of ground b a sed suppression crews should b e lim ited to very 
specific circum sta nces. 

 All a eria l ignition opera tions require the consent of the NPWS Regiona l Ma na ger or the Section 44 Appointee.  
Ba ckburning  

 
 All personnel m ust b e fully b riefed b efore b a ck b urning opera tions b egin. 
 Ba ckb urning in a rea s of L ow – Modera te OFH will require the use of wind, slope or low hum idity to m a xim ise 

effectiveness. 

Com m a nd & Control 
 

 The first com b a ta nt a gency on site m a y a ssum e control of the fire, b ut then m ust ensure the releva nt la nd 
m a na gem ent a gency is notified prom ptly.  

 On the a rriva l of other com b a ta nt a gencies, the initia l Incident Controller will lia ise with the RFS to ensure tha t 
the a gency in com m a nd a nd control is determ ined a nd a n Incident Controller is a ppointed. 

Conta inm e nt Line s 
 

 New conta inm ent lines require the prior consent of a  senior NPWS officer. 
 Construction of new conta inm ent lines should b e a voided, where pra ctica b le, except where they ca n b e 

constructed with m inim a l environm enta l im pa ct. 
 All personnel involved in conta inm ent line construction should b e b riefed on, a nd m ust consider b oth na tura l 

a nd cultura l herita ge sites in the loca tion. 
 All conta inm ent lines not required for other purposes should b e closed im m edia tely a t the cessa tion of the 

incident. 

Ea rthm oving  Equipm e nt 
 Pla nt m a y only b e used with the prior consent of a  senior NPWS Officer.  
 Pla nt m ust a lwa ys b e guided a nd supervised b y a n experienced officer, a nd a ccom pa nied b y a  support 

vehicle. When enga ged in direct or pa ra llel a tta ck, this vehicle m ust b e a  fire fighting vehicle.  
 Pla nt m ust b e wa shed down, where pra ctica b le, prior to it entering NPWS esta te a nd a ga in on exiting NPWS 

esta te.  

Fire  Suppre ssion Che m ica ls 
 The use of foam, gels and retardants will NOT be permitted within 50 metres of dams and 

watercourses holding water. 
 The a eria l use of foa m , gels a nd reta rda nts should b e a pproved b y Regiona l Ma na ger or delega te. 

Re ha bilita tion  Where pra ctica b le, conta inm ent lines should b e sta b ilised a nd reha b ilita ted a s pa rt of the wildfire suppression 
opera tion. 

W a te ring  points  Consider deployment of a bulk water carrier to support fire operations. 
Sm oke  Ma na g e m e nt  Potentia l sm oke im pa cts a nd m itiga tion ta ctics will b e a ssessed during the pla nning of fire opera tions. 
Visitor Ma na g e m e nt  This reserve will b e closed to visitors during fire da nger periods ra ted Extrem e or higher.  

 

Ope ra tiona l Guide line s - He rita g e  
Ge ne ra l Guide line s 

Biodive rsity &  
Cultura l He rita g e  
Site  Ma na g e m e nt 

 No specific sites have been identified requiring special management  
 

 
Suppre ssion Stra te g ie s 

Conditions & fore ca st Guide line s 
All ve g e ta tion type s 

Fire da nger ra ting 
L OW-High 

 Consider a  b roa d conta inm ent stra tegy using existing tra cks, low fuel a rea s, open a rea s a nd recently b urnt 
a rea s. 

Fire da nger ra ting 
V ERY  HIGH- EXTREAM 

 Consider a  stra tegy conta ining the fire to the sm a llest a rea  pra ctica b le, using a  com b ina tion of ground crews, 
fire units, m a chinery a nd a ircra ft. 

 Any proposed b a ckb urning m ust b e a ssessed on the resources, their ca pa city a nd the tim e required to secure 
a nd m op-up proposed b urn edges prior to the onset of Severe + conditions.  

CATASTROPHIC  Revert to property protection. 
Fire behaviour calculations should consider both Surface and 1500 metres wind forecasts 

 

Ava ila ble  for 
pre scribe d burning  

This a rea  is a va ila b le for 
prescrib ed b urning, sub ject to 
fuel levels a nd ecologica l 
thresholds 

Ava ila ble  only during  
VERY HIGH FDI  

This a rea  is genera lly ha s 
L OW or MODERATE OFH, 
prescrib ed b urning effective 
only under V ERY  HIGH FDI  

Ava ila ble  only 
e phe m e ra l conditions 

This a rea  is genera lly ha s NIL  
or L OW OFH, except during 
sea sons producing 
continuous ground cover  

Ava ila b ility for b urning m ust b e referenced with the 
Sta tus of Biodive rsity Thre sholds. 

 

Asse t P rote ction Z one  
The ob jective of this zone is 
to protect historic structures 
b y m a inta ining the Overa ll 
Fuel Ha za rd a t L OW. 

Stra te g ic Fire  
Adva nta g e  Z one s 

The ob jective of this zone is 
to reduce fire intensity in 
loca tions to a ssist 
conta inm ent of wildfires, b y 
m a inta ining the Overa ll Fuel 
Ha za rd less tha n HIGH  

La nd Ma na g e m e nt 
Z one s 

The ob jective of this zone is 
to conserve b iodiversity a nd 
protect cultura l herita ge b y 
a pplying b iodiversity 
thresholds 

 

Too fre que ntly burnt 
Consecutive fire interva ls a re 
shorter tha n the recom m ended 
m inim um  interva l. 

Vulne ra ble to  
fre que nt fire  

The current fire interva l is 
shorter tha n the recom m ended 
m inim um  interva l. 

W ithin thre shold  
The tim e-since-fire is grea ter 
tha n the recom m ended 
m inim um , a nd less tha n the 
recom m ended m a xim um . 

Long  unburnt 
The current fire interva l is 
longer tha n the suggested 
interva l. 

 

1:75,000

Broa d ve g e ta tion type s
Gra ssy Box woodla nds
Ironb a rk / White Pine / Buloke woodla nds

Ve g e ta tion m a na g e m e nt g uide line s 
Com m unity Ma na g e m e nt g uide line s Fire  Be ha viour  

(under less tha n Extrem e FDI) 

Gra ssy Box woodla nds  
 An interva l b etween fire events less tha n 20 yea rs 

should b e a voided 
 A high intensity fire m a y b e perm itted a fter a  fire 

free period 30 – 50 yea rs 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d is low due to Low OFH 
 Fire runs a re likely to slow down when entering this 

vegeta tion 

Ironb a rk / White Pine / 
Bulloa k woodla nds  

 An interva l b etween fire events less tha n 20 yea rs 
should b e a voided 

 A high intensity fire m a y b e perm itted a fter a  fire 
free period 30 – 50 yea rs 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d is low due to Low – 
Mode ra te  OFH 

 L oca lised a rea s of Hig h OFH m a y produce restricted 
a rea s of higher fire intensity 

OFH – Overa ll fuel ha za rd - A ra ting system  tha t includes surfa ce (lea f litter), nea r surfa ce (low shrub s & gra sses), eleva ted (shrub s), a nd b a rk fuels. 
Stra te g ic Z one s - Prescrib ed b urn should b e considered where the OFH ha s b een a ssessed a t HIGH, a fter a n interva l of 7 yea rs. 
Ephe m e ra l fue ls - Ephem era l fuel conditions occur a fter consecutive yea rs of effective ra infa ll. This in turn lea ds to the growth a nd b uild-up of fine 
surfa ce fuels such a s gra sses a nd herb s, which ca n crea te a  continuous fuel loa d a cross a ll of the a b ove vegeta tion com m unities. 
Long  Unburnt – it is desira b le in woodla nd pla nt com m unities to reta in som e pa rts of the la ndsca pe in a  long unb urnt sta te to prom ote the 
presence of species tha t a re sensitive to fire a nd to m a inta in old-growth trees ca pa b le of form ing hollows. 

 

Ba lla dora n Sta te Forest


