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FOREWORD

Eagl es Claw Nature Reserve covers an area of about 1 ha
on a section of rugged coastline in the locality of
Lookout Point at Eden on the far south coast of New
South Wal es. Eden is about 500 km south of Sydney and
about 50 km north of the Victorian border.

Est abl i shment of the nature reserve was originally
recommended by the Far South Coast Environment G oup
acting on reports fromlocals expressing interest in

t he penguin col ony and strong concern for its future.

The pl an enphasi ses that protection of the col ony of
little penguins and their habitat is the primry
function of managenent for the nature reserve.
Approxi mately 24 pairs are thought to breed in the
reserve. Wth heavy predation during any breeding
season the col ony could potentially be rendered non-
vi abl e. Encouraging nmore breeding will reduce the

i kel i hood of |ocal extinction in the short term The
provi sion of artificial burrows is recognised in the
plan as a major initiative to be undertaken to assi st
in the continued viability of the penguin col ony.

The plan proposes strong action with regard to the
protection of penguin habitat, notably with respect to
clearing of vegetation on the boundary of the reserve,
control of predators and control of visitor use. The
pl an al so recogni ses the inportance of better
information on the biology of penguins as a requirenent
of effective nmanagenent.

The colony's survival will depend heavily on the co-
operation of neighbours and other authorities with the
Service's managenent of the reserve. The plan

enphasi ses the inportance of |iaison being nmaintained
with the local comunity and the pronotion of support
within that community for the protection of little
pengui ns.

This plan establishes the schenme of operations for
Eagl es Claw Nature Reserve. In accordance with the
provi sions of Section 75 of the National Parks and
WIldlife Act, 1974, this plan of managenent is hereby
adopt ed.

TI' M MOORE

M ni ster for
t he Envi ronnment
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1. | NTRODUCTI ON

The National Parks and WIldlife Act, 1974, requires
that a plan of managenent be prepared for each nature
reserve. A plan of managenent is a | egal docunent that
outlines how the area will be managed in the years
ahead.

The procedures for the adoption of a plan of managenent
for a nature reserve are specified in the Act:

* Where a plan of managenent has been prepared, the
Director is required to refer the plan to the
Nati onal Parks and Wldlife Advisory Council for
its consideration and advi ce.

* The Director is required to submit the plan to the
M ni ster, together with any comrents or
suggesti ons of the Advisory Council.

* The M nister may adopt the plan w thout
alteration, or with such alterations as he may
think fit, or may refer it back to the Director
and Council for further consideration.

Once a plan has been adopted by the Mnister, no
operations may be undertaken within the nature reserve
except in accordance with the plan.

Al t hough not a requirenment under the Act, the plan of
managenent for Eagles Cl aw Nature Reserve was published
and distributed to nei ghbours of the reserve and ot her
persons and organi sations with an interest inits
managenent, for coment on the proposals it contained
for a period of three nonths early in 1990. All
coments received were referred to the Advisory
Council, along with the plan, for it's consideration
and advice. Coments and suggestions of the Advisory
Council were, in turn, considered by the Mnister when
adopting this plan.

The pl anni ng process | eading to the devel opnent of this
pl an has involved the collection and use of a | arge
anount of information, which for reasons of docunent
size, has not been included in the plan. For

addi tional information or enquiries on any aspect of
the plan, contact the Service's Eden District O fice at
Twof ol d Arcade, Imay Street, Eden or by phone on (064)
96 1434.



2. MANAGEMENT CONTEXT
2.1 NATURE RESERVES | N NEW SOUTH WALES

The concept of reserving areas to include nature
conservation as a general purpose was introduced into
Australia with the establishment of Royal National Park
in 1879, sonme seven years after the world's first
national park was created at Yellowstone in the United
States of Anmerica. Fauna Reserves were first

est abli shed under the Fauna Protection Act of 1948

whi ch was replaced by the National Parks and Wldlife
Act of 1967. By the latter Act, Fauna Reserves were
reclassified as Nature Reserves. The 1967 Act has been
replaced by the National Parks and WIldlife Act, 1974.

Under the 1974 Act, nature reserves are areas of
special scientific interest containing wildlife or
natural environnments or natural phenonena.

The purposes of nature reserves are defined in the Act
as:

"(a) the care, propagation, preservation and
conservation of wildlife;

(b) the care, preservation and conservation of
natural environnments and natural phenonena,;

(c) the study of wildlife, natural environnents
and natural phenonena; and

(d) the pronmotion of the appreciation and
enj oynent of wildlife, natural environnments and
nat ural phenonena”.

Nature reserves differ from national parks which
include as a major objective the provision of
opportunities for outdoor recreation.

2.2 EAGLES CLAW NATURE RESERVE
2.2.1 Location and Description

Eagl es Claw Nature Reserve was dedi cated by Gover nnent
Gazette proclamation of 27th March, 1986, to give
protection to the only known mai nl and breedi ng col ony
of little penguins Eudyptula m nor in New South Wal es.
The dedication revoked Reserve R. 97236 for the
Preservation of Native Birds, notified 19th April,
1984.

Eagl es Claw Nature Reserve covers an area of about 1 ha
on a section of rugged coastline in the locality of
Lookout Point at Eden on the far south coast of New



South Wal es. Eden is about 500 km south of Sydney and
about 50 km north of the Victorian border.

The nature reserve encloses a set of four narrow sea-
gutters which are surrounded by lowcliffs. The
|ocation is a locally well known scenic attraction
whi ch, when viewed fromthe north gives an inpression
of a giant bird's three-tal oned foot; fromwhich the
name apparently arose.

Est abl i shment of the nature reserve was originally
recommended by the Far South Coast Environnment G oup
acting on reports fromlocals expressing interest in

t he penguin colony and strong concern for its future.
In 1984 a Crown reserve for the protection of native

bi rds was established over part of a fornmer recreation
reserve. Shortly thereafter a Trust of |ocal residents
was appointed to manage the reserve. Upon the area's
dedi cation as Eagles Claw Nature Reserve the forner
Trust was abol i shed.

The reserve abuts a residential subdivision at Eden
conpri sing permanent residences and holiday flats.

Al so | ocated nearby is a major wharfage facility for
the local fishing fleet and a bul k petrol eum and oil
storage conplex. Eden, a town traditionally associ ated
with industries such as fishing and logging, is rapidly
gai ning recognition as a significant tourist centre
with a nostly sunmmer visitor influx. Mst visitors
cone from Mel bourne, Sydney and Canberra with an

i ncreasi ng percentage fromthe Riverina in NSWand East
G ppsland in Victoria.

The major inpacts on the nature reserve are disturbance
from donmestic cats and dogs, pollution arising fromthe
adj acent residential subdivision and to a | esser

extent, recreational rock fishing and diving.

2.2.2 Inportance of Eagles Claw Nature Reserve

The nature reserve was dedicated to protect the little
pengui n breedi ng colony at Eagles Cl aw.

Ot her inportant features include:-

Scenery: t he narrow sea-gutters and ridges which
formthe basis of the feature known as
t he Eagles Cl aw.

Nat ur al an outcropping of Eden rhyollite and
Feat ures: met anor phosed sandstone contact rock and
associ ated soils.

Nat ur al t he processes of coastal erosion;



Processes:

Recreati on
whi ch

and
fi shing
Tourism

destruction of old and formation of new
nesting sites resulting fromrockfalls;
changes in plant communities after

coastal erosion, run-off, severe sea-
storms, fire and pollution; the long term
changes in the little penguin breeding
popul ati on.

the suitability of the steep ridges,
separate the sea gutters, for rock

and recreational diving.



3. OBJECTI VES OF MANAGEMENT

The Director shall, by virtue of Section 8(3) of the
Act, in the case of every nature reserve:

"(a) promote such educational activities as he
consi ders necessary in respect thereof;

(b) arrange for the carrying out of such works as he
consi ders necessary for, or in connection wth,
t he managenent and nmai nt enance thereof; and

(c) undertake such scientific research as he consi ders
necessary for, or in connection with, the
preservation, protection, nanagenent or use
t hereof . "

Under Section 72(4) of the Act, in the preparation of a
pl an of managenent for a nature reserve, regard nust be
had to the followi ng general objectives:-

* the conservation of wildlife;

* the preservation of the nature reserve and the
protection of its special features;

* t he prohibition of the execution of any works
adversely affecting the natural condition or
special features of the nature reserve,;

* t he preservation of any historic structure or
object or relic or Aboriginal place on the nature
reserve;

* the regul ation of appropriate use of the nature
reserve;

* the protection of the nature reserve against fire

and soil erosion.

In addition to the general objectives the follow ng
specific objectives apply to Eagles Claw Nature
Reserve:

* To maintain a viable and secure popul ati on of
little penguins primarily by protection of penguin
habi t at ;

* To control introduced plants;

* To control or renove non-native ani mals;

* The control of run-off entering the reserve from

nei ghbouring | ands;

* To m nim se the incidence of fire;



To confine recreation to that part of the reserve
not utilised by penguins;

To increase public appreciation of the value of
little penguins; and

Through |iaison with nei ghbours and public
authorities to discourage practices which have an
adverse inpact on the natural condition of the
nature reserve and/or the penguin col ony.



4. POLICIES AND FRAMEVWORK FOR MANAGEMENT

This section contains the policies and framework for
managenent of Eagles Cl aw Nature Reserve together with
brief, relevant background information. Policies are
summari sed under the foll ow ng headi ngs:

natural and cultural resources;

I npacts;

resear ch;

provi sion of appropriate recreation opportunities;
i aison and interpretation.

* % F X *

The policies established in this plan of nmanagenent

will provide the framework for managenent consi stent
with anticipated resources available to the Service and
community trends for the next 5 to 10 years. The
actions identified have been all ocated broad
priorities. O her managenment actions may be devel oped
over the life span of this plan consistent with the
policies set out in the plan.

4.1 NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES
4.1.1 Landforns

The | andscape of the reserve is a well known feature of
the foreshores of Twofold Bay at Eden. Fol ding and
erosi on of Devoni an igneous, sedinentary and

met anor phosed rocks have created the nuch-phot ographed
formation. Although small in scale the reserve's

| andscape fornms an inportant conponent of Eden's
natural resources.

The general feature of mddle head, of which Eagles
Claw forms part, is recognised as a category IIl site
of geol ogical significance in New South Wl es.

The sea gutters known as Bays 1, 2 and 3 (map 1) are an
i nportant feature of the nature reserve. These contain
boul ders and boul der rubble which formthe cavities
utilised by nesting penguins and which are extrenely

i nportant to the breeding viability of the col ony.

In the sheltered areas at the foot of cliff |ines
narrow bands of unconsoli dated and generally sandy
soils occur. \Whereas there are many natural cavities
under boul ders and rubbl e, penguins have al so excavated
breedi ng burrows in these soils.

Polici es

* The natural |andform geol ogical and scenic
qualities of the nature reserve will be protected.



* Wthin the reserve the nunber of cavities suitable
for use by penguins will be maxi m sed.
* The location of any artificial burrows will be

selected so that, to the maxi num extent possi bl e,
t he natural appearance of the reserve is retained.

4.1.2 Plants

A survey of vegetation in 1983 covered all of the
reserve except the area north of Bay 3. O 114 species
recorded only 52 were indigenous. The remainder

i ncluded pest species as well as very many "garden
escapees” fromthe adjoining residential subdivision.

Fam | ies of native plants, both trees and shrubs,
i nclude M npbsaceae, Casuari naceae, Proteaceae,
Myrtaceae, Pittosporaceae, Chel onopodi aceae and
Labi at ae.

Exposure to prevailing south-easterly to north-easterly
w nds and salt spray, steepness, anpbunt of exposed
bedrock and shall ow, skeletal soils have, in

conbi nati on, precluded the establishnment of a well

devel oped vegetation. An exception is the dense stands
of coastal scrub dom nated by Ml aleuca armllaris
above the cliffs on the headl and.

All of the vegetation, whether native or introduced,
performs inportant functions including stabilising
soils, especially on steep slopes; reducing the inpact
of wind and rain on the | oose topsoil; slow ng and
scattering surface water run-off; and preventing
col | apse of burrows.

Veget ation provides shade and directly reduces heat on
the rocky slopes utilised by penguins. This is
particularly inmportant during the height of the
breedi ng period in sumer.

Veget ation al so hel ps to provide protection and cover
for penguin nest sites from human visitors during the
day and from predators whil st penguins travel to and

fromtheir burrows at night.

Many garden plants have been introduced into the
reserve by the practice by sonme nei ghbours of dunping
of f-cuts over their back fences. Sonme plants such as
prickly pear Opuntia stricta, African box-thorn Lycium
feroci ssium and century plant Agave anericana are
particul ar problens as their consi derabl e spines
prevent the free nmovenent of penguins through their
foliage. All three species spread easily. Conversely
sonme ot her introduced plants, especially sone of the
scranmbl ers, are of considerabl e advantage to breeding
pengui ns because of the cover they provide.



Pol i ci es

* Al'l endem c vegetation in the reserve will be
pr ot ect ed.

* Non-native plants which reduce the suitability of
the reserve as habitat for little penguins will be

renoved as a matter of priority.

| ntroduced plants which assist the survival of the
little penguin population will not be renoved.

* The renmoval of any introduced plants will not be
undertaken until after inprovenent by planting
W th native speci es.

* Pl ants propagated from seeds and cuttings taken
fromnative plants on the reserve will be used to
revegetate |land which is eroded or otherw se
di st ur bed.

4.1.3 Animals

Very little is known about the fauna of Eagles Claw
Nat ure Reserve. The npbst prom nent species present is
the little penguin Eudyptula m nor

Little penguins breed in natural rock cavities or
excavated burrows and until the chicks have hatched and
are old enough to be left in the nest alone (approx. 50
days) one or both of the parents nust attend the nest
24 hours a day. After this time both parents | eave the
nest to hunt during the day in order to satisfy the
chicks' need for food. During the nmoulting period the
adult penguins nmust remain in the nest for up to 15 -
20 days as their plumage is not watertight during this
phase. As a result of nest building, egg |aying and
attendance till hatching, chick raising and noult, the
presence of sonme nmenbers of the colony at the nesting
site is ensured at any tine of the year.

The white-breasted sea eagle Haliaeetus | eucogaster and
probably | eopard seals Hydrurga | eptonyx are the mgjor
native predators of little penguins. They prey on
penguins in the water near the penguin col ony.

The main non-native predators which have been noted in
the reserve are dogs (donmestic strays), foxes and cats.
So far there is no evidence at Eagles Claw to confirm
that cats prey on penguins, although this has been
recorded at Phillip Island. Both dogs and foxes are
the maj or predators on penguins in the reserve. Both
speci es are capabl e of digging penguins out of their
burrows and foxes al so appear to prey on birds
travelling between the ocean and their burrows.
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Occasionally many penguins are killed in a single
attack. Even if only one partner in a breeding pair is
killed, the brood will fail. Accordingly col ony
nortality is conmpounded beyond kil l ed individuals.

Approxi mately 24 pairs are thought to breed in the
reserve. Wth heavy predation during any breeding
season the col ony could potentially be rendered non-
vi abl e. Encouraging nore breeding will reduce the
i kel'i hood of |ocal extinction in the short term

A nunber of options for reducing predation pressures on
t he pengui n col ony have been investigated including the
provi sion of predator-resistant burrows and cavities,
protective fencing and physical renoval of predators.

Artificial burrows have been successfully utilised at
Phillip Island and in Port Canpbell National Park,
Victoria to encourage additional breeding within the
pengui n colony and thus increase the size and viability
of the colony. The penguin colony at Eden is a smal
popul ati on and the opportunity exists to encourage
further breeding by the provision of artificial

burrows.

Provi sion of predator-resistant burrows and cavities is
a |l ogical and achi evabl e managenent strategy. Although
such provision reduces the natural ness of the reserve
it also maxi m ses breedi ng opportunities for little
pengui ns and other native fauna and will assist the
long-termviability of the little penguin colony. Any
artificial burrow nust be adequately drained and
ventilated to reduce or elimnate pooling of water in
it.

Predation from non-native ani mals poses the nost threat
to the penguin rookery. Most non-native predators are
donestic animals that |live in Eden township. Physical
renmoval of predators can be achieved by seizure or

i npoundi ng or by humane trapping, in the case of dogs,
or by the destruction of foxes and cats. Action may be
t aken agai nst the owner of any donestic aninmal allowed
to stray onto the reserve.

Predat or proofing of the reserve by protective fencing
is not a practicable option for the foll ow ng reasons:

- any fence would have to extend into the sea bel ow
tidal limts;

- predators such as foxes, cats and rats which are
able to penetrate or circumavigate a fence, w |l
not be excluded from the col ony;

- fencing may restrict the novenent of penguins into
potential breeding areas beyond the reserve; and
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- the nature of the terrain and very harsh salt
envi ronment woul d make the construction of a fence
and it's future maintenance prohibitively costly.

It may however be appropriate to install small sections
of protective, strategic fencing where it will serve a
practical purpose either alone or in conjunction with
ot her measures.

The penguins are nost at risk from predators when they
are resting in their burrows during the day. Therefore
the principal protective strategy will be the provision
of secure nesting and shelter sites. No strategy wl|
conpletely protect the colony, but protection
strategies will aimat providing the best option for

m nim sing inpact so that the colonies survival is
enhanced.

Pengui ns are al so nesting on Lookout Point outside the
nature reserve on | and nanaged by Bega Valley Shire
Counci | .

Pol i cies

* The entire nature reserve will be protected from
any di sturbance which will detract fromits val ue
as a nesting and roosting area for little
pengui ns.

* Sui tabl e areas may be nodified by the stengthening

of existing burrows, construction of artificial
burrows, placenent of prefabricated burrows and
construction of strategically |ocated fencing so
as to enhance the value of the nature reserve for
the conservation of little penguins.

* Exotic animals will be controlled and where
possi bl e renoved by seizure, inmpounding, trapping
or destruction.

* The co-operation of Bega Shire Council will be
sought in the protection of little penguins on
t hat part of Lookout Point outside the nature
reserve.

4.1.4 Cultural Resources

Whi | st no detail ed survey has been carried out to

| ocate Aboriginal sites, none are known in the reserve.
However several sites have been found in the vicinity.
Any sites discovered will be recorded in the Service's
sites register.

Pol i cy
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* G ven the inportance of Eagles Claw Nature Reserve
for the protection of the little penguin
popul ati on and the | ack of any known Abori gi nal
sites, priority will be given to the protection of
the reserve's natural val ues.

4.2 | MPACTS
4.2.1 Fire

Naturally occurring fire does not appear to have

af fected Eagles Claw Nature Reserve and there is no
reasonabl e basis for introducing fire to the reserve.
Simlarly the reserve does not pose any fire threat to
nei ghbours. Fire kills native vegetation, increases
the possibility of erosion and increases the potenti al
for spread of introduced pl ants.

Fire could have a disastrous inpact on |little penguins
by renmoving the plant cover between the sea and their
burrows. Any nesting or resting penguins caught under
burni ng vegetation would be killed. Cavities which are
under rocks would be further exposed to the heat of the
sunmer sun during the peak of the breeding season by

t he destruction of vegetation.

Any fire is a threat to Eagles Claw Nature Reserve and
is nost likely to arise fromactivities associated with
t he nei ghbouring residential subdivision, arson or
angler's escaped fires.

Pol i cy

* Fire will, to the maxi num extent possible, be
excluded fromthe nature reserve.

Acti ons

* The lighting of fires will be prohibited in the
nature reserve.

* Action will be taken immediately to extinguish any
fire detected in the nature reserve.

* Nei ghbours and visitors will be encouraged not to
deli berately or accidentally introduce fire into
the reserve.

4.2.2 Erosion, Flooding and Poll ution

Uncontrolled water flowis a significant problemto the
breedi ng penguins. Clearing of cliff top vegetation on
private property increases the velocity of run-off into
the nature reserve. Stormwater from overfl ow ng
gutters in Branble Street and, to a | esser extent from
roofs or dwellings in the adjoining residential
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subdi vision, is generally concentrated into certain

| ocations which constantly fl ood penguin burrows | ower
down. The Branble Street run-off cascades down a
significantly eroded foot-track south of Bay 1.

Hi ghly concentrated run-off may al so enter natural rock
crevices, thereby lubricating unstable areas and
contributing to cliff coll apse.

Besi des garden rubbish thrown into the reserve,
bui |l ders working in the adjoining subdivision have

of ten dunped buil ding debris over the cliff. This
practice poses a serious hazard to the fauna and to any
person who needs to traverse the area. Roof discharge
and septic tank overflow may contribute to pollution of
the reserve.

Pollution of the sea from deliberate or accidental
marine oil or chem cal spillage, whereas not affecting
the actual |and-area of the reserve, will affect those
i nhabitants of the reserve which swmin the sea or
rely on it for food. Although control of sea pollution
is beyond the capacity and responsibility of the

Nati onal Parks and Wldlife Service, the Service has
contributed to a marine pollution control plan for
Twof ol d Bay and adj acent tidal waters under the
jurisdiction of the Maritinme Services Board.

Pol i ci es

* The nature reserve will be protected from
pol lution originating in residential areas or from
t he sea.

* Little penguin burrows will be protected from
erosion and fl ooding by stormrun-off.

* Any weeds which conprom se the status of little
penguin habitat will be renpved.

Acti ons

* Nei ghbouring residents and nunici pal authorities
wi |l be encouraged to retain native cliff-top

vegetation on private | ands abutting the nature
reserve and to divert run-off entering the reserve
into | ocations which are not occupi ed by pengui ns.
The Service may contribute to the construction
and/ or cost of these diversions.

* Those areas in the reserve which are sensitive to
stormwater run-off will be identified and storm
water re-directed to other sections of the reserve
or away fromthe reserve.
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* Action will be taken to divert the run-off from
the gutters in Branble Street.

* Nei ghbours will be encouraged to avoid polluting
the reserve.

* Any existing or potential pollution of the nature
reserve will be closely nonitored and in co-
operation w th neighbours and nuni ci pal
authorities, works will be undertaken to protect

the reserve from potential pollution events.

* | medi ate action will be taken to clean up any
pol lution detected within the reserve utilising
met hods whi ch have | east inpact on the reserve.
The nmethods chosen will be dependent on the nature
of each pollution event.

4.3 RESEARCH

Ext ensi ve research has been conducted and is ongoi ng at
little penguin colonies el sewhere (for exanple at
Phillip Island and Gabo |Island), but there is little
direct information on the Eagles Claw colony. The few
known nesting sites at Eagles Claw indicate a small
breedi ng popul ati on, approximtely 24 breeding pairs in
1987. The popul ation's potentially precarious breeding
viability and its susceptibility to dramatic popul ati on
decline through predation and other interference pl aces
t he survival of the colony at considerable risk

Hence all activity relating to little penguins,

i ncluding research, within Eagles Claw Nature Reserve
will aimat maximsing the potential for the little
pengui n popul ation to breed and survive in perpetuity.
Large little penguin colonies occur el sewhere in

sout hern Australia. Therefore research which can be
conducted el sewhere and which is not directed
specifically at the survival of the Eagles Claw little

penguin colony will not be permtted. An inventory of

research proposals will be maintained and nodified as

appropri ate.

Pol i cy

* Research on the little penguins at Eagles Claw
Nature Reserve will only be permtted if it has

the potential to enhance the security of the
popul ati on.

Action

* Ongoi ng research will be conducted to establish
the follow ng:
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- size of the colony within and beyond the
reserve;

- census of breeding and non-breedi ng pengui ns;
- causes of popul ation fluctuations;
- viability of the breedi ng col ony;

- degree of intermngling with other
popul ati ons;

- provi si on of inproved breedi ng opportunities;
- identification and mtigation of inpacts; and

- any other matters which directly affect the
pengui n col ony.

4.4 RECREATI ON

VWhil e no records have been kept of visitor use of the
reserve, casual observation indicates that nost
recreation occurs in summer and is ained at rock
fishing and diving. Access to the rocks is nostly
gained fromBranble Street to the area south of Bay 1.
Sonme use is also made of the narrow ridges between the
sea-gutters, but heavy use is naturally controlled by
access across the very difficult terrain.

Of consi derabl e concern are occasional visits to the
pengui n col ony by well-neaning people who wi sh to see

t he penguins. Sonme of these visitors are known to have
poked and prodded with sticks into burrows and may have
interfered with nesting penguins. Children have been
known to deliberately destroy nesting burrows
apparently for fun

Eagl es Claw Nature Reserve is utilised by penguins in
their breeding and moulting cycle for virtually the
whol e year. This involves not only breeding and

rai sing chicks fromJuly to March but al so burrow
attendance and nest building during the other nonths.
Moul ting takes place during January to the end of

April. Access will be encouraged to those areas in the
sout hern part of the reserve which are away from
nesting sites. During the breeding and noulting season
t hose sections of the reserve used for breeding and
moul ti ng by the penguins may be declared closed to al
recreational access.

Pol i ci es

* Full protection for penguins is the paranount aim
of managenent at Eagles Cl aw Nature Reserve and,
where other activities conflict with this aim
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protection of nesting sites will receive
pr ecedence.

* Recreational access into Eagles Claw Nature
Reserve to view the little penguins wll be

di scour aged.

* Pedestrian access will be generally limted to
that part of the nature reserve situated bel ow
Branble Street, south of Bay 1, away from any
identified penguin nesting sites.

* Short barrier fences and signs may be erected to
control pedestrian access and explain the
i nportance of the nature reserve.

Acti ons

* The effects of visitor use of the reserve will be
moni tored and if adverse inpacts becone apparent
public access into sensitive areas may be cl osed
or relocated.

* The wal king track | eading fromBranble Street w ||
be re-routed and properly drained.

4.4.1 Liaison and Interpretation

There is a great public demand for wildlife information
and for access to wildlife. 1In the case of the penguin
col ony at Eagl es Claw however, such access to view the
little penguins may be harnful because of the smal
popul ati on of the colony, the nature of the terrain and
l[imted size of the nature reserve. Information
dealing with little penguins generally and the natural
hi story of the nature reserve and surrounds can be nade
available in the formof information sheets.

Best protection for the little penguins is achieved by
l[imting publicity and i nformation specific to the
Eagl es Claw colony. Also it is recognised that the
colony's future survival will depend heavily on the co-
operation of neighbours and other managenent
authorities with the Service's managenent of the
reserve.

Pol i ci es

* | nformati on about the little penguins shall only
be given to direct enquiries and the nature
reserve will not be publicised.

* Cl ose liaison will be nmaintained with nei ghbours

and the nunicipal authorities with regard to the
managenent of the nature reserve.
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Acti on
* CGeneral wildlife and natural history information
sheets will be prepared and rel eased for

educati onal purposes.
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5. PLAN | MPLEMENTATI ON

This plan of managenent is part of a system of
managenent devel oped by the Service. The system
i ncl udes the National Parks and Wldlife Act,
managenent policies, established conservation and
recreation philosophies and strategic planning at
corporate, regional and district |evels.

The orderly inplenmentation of this plan of managenent

wi Il be undertaken within the annual programmes of the
Service's Eden District. Priorities, determned in the
context of district and regional strategic planning,

wi Il be subject to the availability of necessary staff

and funds and to any special requirenents of the

M ni ster or Director.

District programmes are subject to ongoing review
wi t hin which works and other activities carried out at
Eagl es Claw Nature Reserve are evaluated in relation to
the objectives laid out in this plan.

The environnental inpact of all devel opnent proposals
will continue to be assessed at all stages from

pl anning to inplenmentati on and any necessary

i nvestigations undertaken in accordance with
establ i shed environnmental assessnment procedures.

Under Section 81 of the National Parks and Wldlife
Act, 1974, this plan shall be carried out and given
effect to by the Director and no operations can be
undertaken within Eagles Claw Nature Reserve except in
accordance with the plan. However, if after adequate

i nvestigation operations not included in the plan are
found to be justified, this plan will be anended in
accordance with Section 76(6) of the Act.

As a guide to the orderly inplenmentation of this plan
of management, relative priorities for identified
activities are sumari sed bel ow

ACTI VI TY PRI ORI TY TERM
Pengui n Breedi ng Opportunities

Study of the colony's viability,

nesting opportunities, protection

needs; inmplenment approved research

activities; survey for additional

breedi ng sites Hi gh Ongoi ng

| nvestigate designs/materials for
artificial burrows Hi gh Shor t

Install artificiall/prefabricated
bur r ows Hi gh Moder at e
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Establish a programme to nonitor

erosion related to siting of artificial
burrows Medi um
Veget ati on Managemnent

Renmove dunped vegetation and
ot her waste Medi um

Renove certain non-native plants and
replant with endeni cs Medi um

Prepare vegetation map Medi um

Assess any erosion resulting from
renoval of vegetation Medi um

Re- establi sh endem ¢ plants at
appropriate | ocations Medi um

Control of Stormwvater and Pol |l ution

| dentify areas sensitive to storm water
run-of f and redirect stormwater to

ot her | ocations Hi gh

Moni t or aspects of storm water on
veget ation and habitats Hi gh

| nvestigate and seek control of any
out st andi ng probl ens caused by storm

wat er run-of f Hi gh
| dentify and seek renpval of any

sources of pollution Hi gh
Li ai son

Li ai se with nei ghbours and ot her
appropriate authorities to

di scour age

- dumpi ng of refuse and garden cuttings

- diversion of run-off into the reserve

- introduction of fire Hi gh

Recr eati on Managenent

Erect fences/signs to direct visitors
away from breeding sites Hi gh

Di scourage recreational access to
Vi ew pengui ns; prepare information
sheet s Medi um

Formal i se pedestrian access to divert
recreati onal use away from
breedi ng sites Hi gh

Ongoi ng

Ongoi ng

Moder at e
Shor t

Ongoi ng

Ongoi ng

Shor t

Ongoi ng

Moder at e

Ongoi ng

Ongoi ng

Shor t

Moder at e

Shor t



Ot her Managenent Needs
Renpbve non-nati ve ani mal s

Survey and assess nmanagenent
requi renments of other native aninmals

Hi gh

Low

Ongoi ng

Moder at e
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