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Typical Conditions Indicative Suppression Strategies 
 Curre nt Fire  Dange r Rating (FDR) of Very High 

or Greater, 
 Short and  m e d ium  range  fore c asts sugge st 

c ond itions typ ic al to a FDR of Very High or 
Greater, 

 A risk to life  and /or p rop e rty e xists in the  short – 
m e d ium  te rm , 

 A b road  are a risk to b iod ive rsity e xists. 

Direct 
Initial attac ks should  b e  to try to e xtinguish or to c ontain to the  
sm alle st p ossib le  are a. 
 
Indirect  
De ve lop  a sup p re ssion p lan using e xisting and /or p ote ntial 
c ontainm e nt line s. If p ossib le  take  into ac c ount b iod ive rsity 
re quire m e nts b ut ne ve r to the  d e trim e nt of life  and  p rop e rty. 

 FDR of High or below, 
 Short – m e d ium  te rm  fore c ast ind ic ate  a 

c ontinuing FDR of High or below 
 N o risk to life  or p rop e rty e xists in the  short-

m e d ium  te rm , 
 Only sm all are a risk to b iod ive rsity e xists. 

Direct 
Evaluate  the  b iod ive rsity thre shold s and  use  d ire c t attac k 
m e thod s to e xtinguish if re quire d . 
 
Indirect 
De ve lop  a fire  sup p re ssion p lan to the  m axim um  allowab le  
p e rim e te r b ase d  on Biod ive rsity thre shold s. 
 

 

Bushfire Risk Management Strategies

 

Eugowra Nature Reserve 
Fire Management Strategy 2014 
Mapsheet 1 of 1 

This strategy should be used in conjunction with aerial photography and field reconnaissance during incidents and the develop ment of incident action plans.  The se  
d ata are  not guarante e d  to b e  fre e  from  e rror or om ission. The  N SW  N ational Parks and  W ild life  and  its e m p loye e s d isc laim  liab ility for any ac t d o ne  on the  inform ation in the  d ata 

and  any c onse que nc e s of suc h ac ts or om issions. This d oc um e nt is c op yright. Ap art from  any fair d e aling for the  p urp ose  of stud y, re se arc h c ritic ism  or re vie w, as p e rm itte d  
und e r the  c op yright Ac t, no p art m ay b e  re p rod uc e d  b y any p roc e ss without writte n p e rm ission. This strategy is a relevant Plan under Section 38 (4) and Section 44 (3) of 
Rural Fires Act 1997. The  N SW  N ational Parks and  W ild life  Se rvic e  is p art of the  Offic e  of Environm e nt and  He ritage . Pub lishe d  b y the  Offic e  of  Environm e nt and  He ritage  

(N SW ).   
Contac t: OEH PW G Re gional Offic e : 200 Y am b il St, Griffith N SW  2680  P.O. Box 1049 Griffith N SW  2680 p h. 02 6966 8100 

ISBN 978 1 74293 984 1  OEH 2013/0030 Date: June  2014  Version:  2 
Map Details Related Documents 

Datum: Ge oc e ntric  Datum  of Australia (GDA) 1994 
Projection: Map  Grid  of Australia ( MGA ) Zone  55 
Data: ADS40: 2007-2008 sate litte  im age ry.  

1:50k Topographic Map: Forb e s 8531-S 
1:100 Topographic Map: Parke s 8531 
Scale: N ote d  sc ale s are  true  whe n p rinte d  
on A1 size  p ap e r 

OEH Fire  Manage m e nt Manual   
2013 - 2014. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Fire  Se ason Inform ation 

Wildfires 
 The  c ritic al wild fire  se ason ge ne rally oc c urs from  Oc tob e r/N ove m b e r to Marc h/Ap ril. 
 Dry lightning storm s fre que ntly oc c ur and  typ ic al fire  we athe r c ond itions are  wind s from  the  we st to the  north, high d ay tim e  te m p e rature s and  low 

hum id ity. 
 Partic ular c are  is re quire d  following p e riod s of W inte r rain and  afte r p e riod s of ne gative  Southe rn Osc illation Ind ic e s. 

Prescribed 
Burning 

 Pre sc rib e d  b urning should  ge ne rally b e  und e rtake n d uring Autum n, W inte r or e arly Sp ring. 
 Care  should  b e  take n to e nsure  a low inte nsity b urn ove r m ost of the  are a tre ate d . 

RFS Fire Brigade Areas & Towers

Incident Map
Communications Information 

Service Channel Location and Comments 
N PW S VHF 292 

290 
 Mt Canob olas 
 W RR Vote  Group  

RFS  Brigad e s 
UHF  11  All b rigad e s on 

fire ground  

RFS PMR P046 
P010 

 Forb e s (Tallab ung Mtn) 
 Mount Coonam b ro 

Fore stry 
Corp oration 

VHF Re p e ate r 
3 or 144  Mt Canob olas 

 

VegetationContact Information 
Agency Position / Location Phone 

National Parks 
& Wildlife Service 

Duty Offic e r  02 6332 6350 
Forb e s Offic e  – 1 Cam p  St 
Forb e s 02 6851 4429 
Re gional Offic e  – 200 Y am b il St 
Griffith 02 6966 8100 

NSW RFS Mid Lachlan 
Valley Team 

Fire  Control Ce ntre  - Forb e s 02 6851 1541 
Te am  Manage r 0427 253 983 

Fire and Rescue NSW 
Forb e s Fire  Station 
Parke s Fire  Station 
Canowind ra Fire  Station 

02 6851 1843 
02 6863 5951 
02 6344 1607 

Forestry Corporation Steve Campbell - District Manager 0428 696 678 
Emergency Services  000 

SES  13 2500 
Police - Local Area 

Command Lac hlan LAC - Parke s 02 6862 9905 
Hospital Forb e s 02 6850 2000  
Council Forb e s Shire  Counc il  02 6850 2300 

1300 978 633 (a/h) 
Local Aboriginal Land 

Council Cowra 02 6342 4808 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Operational Guidelines 
Brie f all p e rsonne l involve d  in sup p re ssion op e rations on the  following issue s using the  SMEACS form at: 

General Guidelines 

Aerial Water 
Bombing 
  

 The  use  of b om b ing airc raft should  sup p ort c ontainm e nt op e rations b y aggre ssive ly attac king hotsp ots and  sp ot-ove rs, 
 The  use  of b om b ing airc raft without the  sup p ort of ground  b ase d  sup p re ssion c re ws should  b e  lim ite d  to ve ry sp e c ific  

c irc um stanc e s, 
 W he re  p rac tic ab le  foam  should  b e  use d  to inc re ase  the  e ffe c tive ne ss of the  wate r, 
 Ground  c re ws m ust b e  ale rte d  to wate r b om b ing op e rations. 

Aerial 
Ignition 
  

 Ae rial ignition m ay b e  use d  d uring b ac k-b urning or fue l re d uc tion op e rations whe re  p rac tic ab le , b ut only with the  p rior 
c onse nt of N PW S Se nior Offic e r, Se c tion 44 d e le gate  or as p re sc rib e d  in an op e rational b urn p lan, 

 The  use  of ae rial ignition as a fire  sup p re ssion tool should  b e  sp e c ifie d  in the  IAP or within the  p re sc rib e d  b urn p lan. 
 Ae rial ignition will only b e  und e rtake n b y qualifie d  and  c om p e te nt navigators and  b om b ard ie rs, 
 Utilise  ae rial ignition to rap id ly b urn out large  are as and  or re d uc e  sp otting p ote ntial b y p re ve nting longe r up hill fire  runs. 
 Ae rial ignition c an b e  utilise d  to rap id ly p rogre ss b ac k-b urns d own-slop e  whe re  re quire d . 

Back-burning 
  

 Te m p e rature  and  hum id ity tre nd s m ust b e  m onitore d  c are fully to d e te rm ine  the  safe st tim e s to im p le m e nt b ac k-b urns. 
Ge ne rally, whe n the  FDI is Ve ry High or gre ate r, b ac k-b urning should  c om m e nc e  whe n the  hum id ity b e gins to rise  in 
the  late  afte rnoon or e arly e ve ning, with a lowe r FDI b ac k-b urning m ay b e  safe ly und e rtake n d uring the  d ay, 

 W he re  p rac tic ab le , c le ar a 1m  rad ius around  d e ad  and  hollow b e aring tre e s ad jac e nt to c ontainm e nt line s p rior to b ac k-
b urning, or we t d own the se  tre e s as p art of the  b ac k-b urn ignition, 

 Use  p aralle l c ontainm e nt line s whe n ap p lic ab le ,  
 All p e rsonne l m ust b e  fully b rie fe d  b e fore  b ac k-b urning op e rations b e gin. 

Command & 
Control 
  

 Stand ard  Inc id e nt Manage m e nt Syste m s are  to b e  ap p lie d , 
 The  first c om b atant age nc y on site  m ay assum e  c ontrol of the  fire , b ut the n m ust e nsure  the  re le vant land  m anage m e nt 

age nc y is notifie d  p rom p tly.  
 On the  arrival of othe r c om b atant age nc ie s, the  Inc id e nt Controlle r will c onsult with re gard  to the  ongoing c om m and , 

c ontrol and  inc id e nt m anage m e nt te am  re quire m e nts as p e r the  re le vant BFMC Plan of Op e rations. 

Containment 
Lines 
  

 Construc tion of ne w c ontainm e nt line s should  b e  avoid e d , whe re  p rac tic ab le , e xc e p t whe n the y c an b e  c onstruc te d  with 
m inim al e nvironm e ntal im p ac t, 

 N e w c ontainm e nt line s re quire  the  p rior c onse nt of a se nior N PW S offic e r, 
 W he n c onstruc ting c ontainm e nt line s, ste e p  and  roc ky are as and  loc ations ad jac e nt to rip arian (c re e ks or stre am s) or 

signific ant d rainage  line s should  b e  avoid e d . 
 All p e rsonne l involve d  in c ontainm e nt line  c onstruc tion should  b e  b rie fe d  on the  p rote c tion of the  re se rve ’s natural and  

c ultural asse ts. 
 Containm e nt line  c onstruc tion using e arthm oving e quip m e nt m ust b e  c ond uc te d  in ac c ord anc e  with this RFMS, the  

OEH FMM and  se d im e ntation and  e rosion c ontrol m e asure s m ust b e  im p le m e nte d  in ac c ord anc e  with b oth OEH and  
DLW C fire  trail c onstruc tions guid e line s and  stand ard s and  the  PW G Road s Polic y (Manual). 

 Containm e nt line s not re quire d  for othe r p urp ose s should  b e  c lose d  im m e d iate ly at the  c e ssation of the  inc id e nt. 

Earthmoving 
Equipment 
  

 Earthm oving e quip m e nt m ay only b e  use d  with the  p rior c onse nt of a se nior N PW S offic e r, and  the n only if the  
p rob ab ility of its suc c e ss is high.  

 Earthm oving e quip m e nt m ust always b e  guid e d  and  sup e rvise d  b y an ap p rop riate ly e xp e rie nc e d  p e rson, who c an 
assist with surve y (route  se le c tion) and  the  id e ntific ation and  p rote c tion of thre ate ne d  sp e c ie s and /or or historic  and  
Ab original site s (known nor unknown) along the  p rop ose d  c ontainm e nt line . 

 To assist with the  p rote c tion of natural and  c ultural asse ts and  d rainage  fe ature s e arth m oving op e rators ne e d  to b e  
b rie fe d  and  ob se rve  the  Thre ate ne d  Site s Guid e line s c ontaine d  in this RFMS. 

 Earthm oving e quip m e nt m ust always b e  ac c om p anie d  b y a sup p ort ve hic le  and  whe n e ngage d  in d ire c t or p aralle l 
attac k this ve hic le  m ust b e  a fire  fighting ve hic le . 

 Earthm oving e quip m e nt m ust b e  washe d  d own (whe re  p rac tic ab le ) p rior to it e nte ring N PW S e state  and  again on 
e xiting N PW S e state . 

 W he re  m ultip le  ite m s of e arthm oving e quip m e nt are  b e ing use d , the  IMT should  c onsid e r the  ap p ointm e nt of a Plant 
Op e rations Manage r. 

Fire 
Advantage 
Recording 

 All fire  ad vantage s use d  d uring wild fire  sup p re ssion op e rations m ust b e  m ap p e d  and  whe re  re le vant ad d e d  to the  
d atab ase . 

Fire 
Suppression 
Chemicals 
  

 The  use  of foam s and  ge ls (surfac tants) is p e rm itte d  on the  re se rve . 
 The  use  of fire  re tard ants are  only p e rm itte d  with the  p rior c onse nt of the  se nior N PW S offic e r and  should  b e  avoid e d  

whe re  re asonab le  alte rnative s are  availab le . 
 Exc lud e  the  use  of surfac tants and  re tard ants within 50m  of wate rc ourse s, d am s and  swam p s. 
 The  ae rial ap p lic ation use  foam , ge ls and  re tard ants re quire s the  ap p roval of a N PW S Se nior Offic e r. 
 Are as whe re  fire  sup p re ssion c he m ic als are  use d  m ust b e  m ap p e d  and  the  use d  p rod uc t’s nam e  re c ord e d . 
 The  Thre ate ne d  Site s Guid e line s c ontaine d  within this RFMS are  to b e  ob se rve d . 

Rehabilitation  W he re  p rac tic ab le , c ontainm e nt line s should  b e  stab ilise d  and  re hab ilitate d  as p art of the  wild fire  sup p re ssion 
op e ration. 

Smoke 
Management 

 The  p ote ntial im p ac ts of sm oke  and  p ossib le  m itigation tac tic s m ust b e  c onsid e re d  whe n p lanning for wild fire  
sup p re ssion and  p re sc rib e d  b urning op e rations, 

 If sm oke  b e c om e s a hazard  on loc al road s or highways, the  p olic e  and  re le vant m e d ia m ust b e  notifie d , 
 Sm oke  m anage m e nt m ust b e  in ac c ord anc e  with re le vant RTA traffic  m anage m e nt guid e line s. 

Structural 
Fire Fighting 

 OEH p e rsonne l are  not traine d  in struc tural fire  fighting and  m ust not e nte r a struc ture  in ord e r to und e rtake  struc tural 
fire  fighting, 

 Fire  sup p re ssion ac tivitie s m ay b e  und e rtake n from  outsid e  a struc ture  in ac c ord anc e  with the  p olic ie s in the  N PW S 
FMM, in ord e r to p rote c t a b uilt asse t. 

Visitor 
Management 

 The  re se rve  m ay b e  c lose d  to the  p ub lic  d uring p e riod s of e xtre m e  fire  d ange r or d uring wild fire  sup p re ssion op e rations. 
 Are as of the  re se rve  m ay b e  c lose d  for p re sc rib e d  b urning op e rations. 

WARNINGS  Be ware  of ove rhe ad  p owe rline s. 
 Ac c e ss to the  re se rve  is via p rivate  p rop e rty. 

Water  N o wate r p oints in re se rve . 
 Bring wate r c art from  Eugowra village  if one  is availab le . 

 
Threatened Sites Guidelines  

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Site Management  

N ote  An ab original site s surve y is ye t to b e  c ond uc te d  for this re se rve  (as of June  2014). The re fore  ab original site s m ay b e  p re se nt and  c onsid e ration in e ngaging a 
Se nior N PW S Offic e r or Ab original Site s Offic e r p rior to hazard  re d uc tion and  wild fire  sup p re ssion ac tivitie s is re quire d . 

Threatened Flora and Fauna Management  

N ote  The re  have  b e e n no re c ord e d  sightings of thre ate ne d  flora or fauna within Eugowra N ature  Re se rve . 

 
 

Fire Management Zones 
 Land 

Management 
Zones 

The  ob je c tive  of LMZs is to c onse rve  b iod ive rsity 
and  p rote c t c ultural and  historic  he ritage . 

Manage  fire  c onsiste nt with fire  thre shold s. 
 

 
 

Vegetation Map Legend 
Broad 

Vegetation 
Class 

Vegetation Type Biodiversity Thresholds Fire Behaviour 

Dry Sc le rop hyll 
Fore st 

(Shrub /grass 
form ation) 

Cyp re ss Pine  & Currawang with Re d  
Stringyb ark & W hite  Box 

An inte rval b e twe e n fire  e ve nts le ss than 10 ye ars and  
ab ove  30 ye ars should  b e  avoid e d .  

 
 
Ge ne rally low-inte nsity fire s, inte nsity 
inc re asing with am ount of e p he m e ral fue ls. 
 
 

Dry Sc le rop hyll 
Fore st (Shrub  

form ation) 
Tum b le d own Re d  Gum  & Cyp re ss Pine  & 

Currawang 
An inte rval b e twe e n fire  e ve nts le ss than 10 ye ars and  
ab ove  30 ye ars should  b e  avoid e d .  

Ge ne rally low-inte nsity fire s, inte nsity 
inc re asing with am ount of e p he m e ral fue ls.  
In long unb urnt are as, ve ry high to e xtre m e  
p ote ntial for sp otting d ue  to b ark fue ls. 
Isolate d  are as with he avy ground  fue l m ay 
have  the  p ote ntial for ve ry high fire  
b e haviour. 

Fire History The  re gion is p rone  to sum m e r lightning e ve nts and  a large  p rop ortion of fire s are  historic ally re late d  to d ry lightning e ve nts with no assoc iate d  
rainfall.  A wild fire  b urnt through the  e ntire  re se rve  in 2001/02 se ason. 

Ephemeral 
Conditions 

Ep he m e ral fue l c ond itions oc c ur afte r c onse c utive  ye ars of e ffe c tive  rainfall and  signific ant flood ing e ve nts. This in turn le ad s to the  growth and  b uild  
up  of fine  surfac e  fue ls suc h as grasse s and  he rb s, whic h c an c re ate  a c ontinuous fue l load  ac ross all of the  ab ove  ve ge tation c om m unitie s. As a 
re sult e xp e c t highe r fire  inte nsity. 

Drought 
Conditions 

During d rought c ond itions and  whe n ve ge tation c om m unitie s are  visib ly stre sse d  it will b e  ve ry d iffic ult to und e rtake  p re sc rib e d  b urning ac ross m any 
c om m unitie s as the  surfac e  fue ls will b e  ve ry low. W ild fire s are  like ly to b e  d iffic ult to c ontrol d ue  to e xtre m e  c ond itions d uring the  d ay and  are as of 
low fue l that are  d iffic ult to b ac k-b urn in und e r night-c ond itions. 
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Wildfire areas have been left off the map due to the
whole of the park having seen fire in 2001/02.

Note - Due to the small size of this
reserve the gridlines only represent

250m and not the usual 1km ± 0 0.25 0.5 km
Scale 1:8,000
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Status of Biodiversity Thresholds

Evaluation of Biodiversity Thresholds  
Within 

Threshold 
W ithin the  thre shold  for ve ge tation in this are a. Sp e c ie s have  had  suffic ie nt tim e  to m ature  and  re p rod uc e , and  for 
hab itats to d e ve lop .  A fire event is neither required nor should one necessarily be avoided. 

NB. Fire thresholds are defined for vegetation communities to conserve biodiversity  
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