
Fire Ma na gem ent 
Zo ne Trea tm ent 

Asset Pro tec tio n 
Zo nes 

T he objective of APZs is the protection of human life and 
property. T his will have precedence over guidelines for the 
management of biodiversity. Maintain Overall Fuel Hazard at 
Moderate or below. 

Stra tegic  Fire 
Ad va nta ge Zo nes 

 

T he objective of SFAZs is to reduce fire intensity in locations 
to assist containment of wildfires, by maintaining the Overall 
Fuel Hazard less than HIGH.  

  

La nd  
Ma na gem ent 
Zo nes 

T he objective of LMZs is to conserve biodiversity and protect 
cultural heritage. Manage fire consistent with fire thresholds. 

 

Opera tio ns Ma p

Suppressio n Stra tegies 
Co nd itio ns Guid elines 
Ta ll Reed  a nd  Sed ge W etla nd s 

All Conditions 
 Control lines should be established outside reeds or use existing trails, channels and low fuel areas. 
 Allow reed beds and Marsh Club-rush to burn out. 
 Direct attack may  be undertak en on small smouldering fires in low wetland vegetation with clear escape routes. 

All o ther vegeta tio n types  
Fire danger rating  
LOW  - HIGH 

 Consider a broad containment strategy  using existing roads, allowing long-term management requirements for 
biodiversity . 

 Direct and parallel attack may  be applied with earthmoving machinery  and fire units. 
Fire danger rating  
VER Y  HIGH - 
EX T R EME 

 Fallback  to existing trails and roads, recently burnt areas or vegetation with LOW  OFH, when fire runs exceed 
control line construction rates. 

 S ecure and deepen control lines on the next predicted downwind side of the fire. 
 Back burning effectiveness will drop significantly in the after humidity starts to rise in the early evening.  

Fire danger rating  
CAT AS T R OPHIC 

 R evert to property protection. 

 

Opera tio na l Guid elines 

Aeria l 
Opera tio ns 

 Aerial operations will be managed by  trained and competent personnel. T his includes directing aerial 
bombing and aerial ignition operations. 

 T he use of bombing aircraft without the support of ground-based suppression crews should be limited 
to very  specific circumstances. 

 Aircraft may be the only option where risk of bogging prevents ground-based crews from reaching the 
fire. 

 All aerial ignition operations require the consent of a senior NPW S  officer or the S ection 44 Appointee.  

Ba c kb urning 
 All personnel must be fully briefed before back burning operations begin. 
 Back burning in areas of Low – Moderate OFH will require the use of wind, or low humidity to maximise 
effectiveness. 

 W here po ssib le b a c k b urning sho uld  b e tim ed  fo r la te a fterno o n o r ea rly evening. 

Co m m a nd  & 
Co ntro l 

 T he first combatant agency  on site may  assume control of the fire, but then must ensure the relevant 
land management agency  is notified promptly.  

 T he initial Incident Controller will liaise with the R FS  to ensure that the agency in command is 
determined and an Incident Controller is appointed. 

Co nta inm ent 
Lines 

 New containment lines require the prior consent of a senior NPW S  officer. 
 Construction of new containment lines should be avoided, where practicable, except where they  can 
be constructed with minimal environmental impact. 

 All personal involved in containment line construction should be briefed on, and must consider both 
natural and cultural heritage sites in the location. 

 All containment lines not required for other purposes should be closed immediately at the cessation of 
the incident. 

 Access is limited and fire behaviour can be extreme in the Big Leather and Gingham wetlands. For this 
reason, containment lines should be located on the margins of the wetlands to enhance crew safety . 
Direct attack  may be undertak en on small smouldering fires in low wetland vegetation with clear escape 
routes. 

 Management trails are subject to periodic inundation and present risk of bogging. Causeway s may  be 
impassable when wet. 

 T he location of Curragundi S cheme Pipelines must be check ed. 

Ea rthm o ving 
Equipm ent 

 Plant may  only be used with the prior consent of a senior NPW S  Officer.  
 Plant must alway s be guided and supervised by  an experienced officer, and accompanied by a 
support vehicle (NPW S ). W hen engaged in direct or parallel attack , this vehicle must be a fire fighting 
vehicle. 

 Graders are the preferred ty pe of heavy plant on this reserve. 
 Plant must be washed down, where practicable, prior to it entering NPW S  estate and again on exiting 
NPW S  estate.  

Fire 
Suppressio n 
Chem ic a ls 

 T he use of foam, wetting agents and retardants will NOT  be permitted within 50 metres of dams and 
watercourses holding water. 

 T he aerial use of gels and retardants should be approved by  a senior NPW S  officer. 
 T he use of retardants requires the approval of a senior NPW S  officer. 

Reha b ilita tio n 
 W here practicable, containment lines should be stabilised and rehabilitated as part of the wildfire 
suppression operation. W indrows should be removed to allow water dispersal. 

 Drainage lines and channels disturbed by  the construction of containment lines must be rehabilitated. 
W a ter Po ints  T he tank s from the cap and pipe scheme are good sources of water. 

 Consider deployment of a bulk water carrier to support fire operations.  
Sm o ke 
Ma na gem ent  Potential smok e impacts and mitigation tactics will be assessed during the planning of fire operations. 

Visito r 
Ma na gem ent 

 Implement the emergency management plan during S evere + Fire Danger, or when fires are 
threatening walk ing trails and public use facilities. Ensure the closure is advertised on the NPW S  
visitor website. 

 A risk assessment of any guided activities will be undertak en if the FDI is Very High+, or if 
 there is a fire in the reserve.  

W ARN IN GS 
 Po tentia l EX TREME fire b eha vio ur in ta ll sed gela nd s a nd  reed  b ed s a nd  ephem era l gra ssla nd s. 
 Beware large melon holes may  develop on track s in dry conditions. 
 Bogging in heavy clay soils with only small amounts of rain. 
 Bore drains and water channels have limited crossing points. Ensure crossing points are mark ed on 
the operations maps. 

       Bla c k text – general guidelines Blue text – reserve specific guidelines Red  text – important warnings 
 

Fire Sea so n Info rm a tio n 
W ild fires T he critical wildfire season occurs during November to J anuary , or any time in late S pring to early Autumn after a long 

period of above average rainfall. 

Presc rib ed  
Burning 

Prescribed burning in the woodlands is only lik ely to be effective where above average rainfall has led to prolific grass 
growth. 
Prescribed burning in the wetlands can be undertak en in late winter and early spring. T he following guidelines should be 
considered: 

 T here should be sufficient soil moisture to protect the sub-surface rhizomes. 
 Light up access and containment lines should be constructed by  slashing during dry  conditions. 
 Burning should be done with a prevailing wind that will carry  the fire to low fuel areas within the reserve. 

 

MOR EE
PLAINS  LGA

Moree

Lo c a lity Ma p

Map d eta ils 
Datum: D_GDA_1994  Z one 55       Geographic Coordinate S y stem: GCS _GDA_1994       Noted scales: T rue when printed on A0 size paper. 
T opographic Map: 1:50,000 W eemelah 8739-N; Goonal 8739-S  
Lo c a l Go vernm ent Area : Mo ree Pla ins 

 

Co m m unic a tio ns 
Servic e Cha nnel Lo c a tio n a nd  Co m m ents 
NPW S  
R epeaters 

311 
301 

 Gwabegar 
 T he T ops (marginal reception) 

R FS   N008  Digital Voting 
UHF - CB   S mall fires channel 10, large fires determined by  IMT  

Aviation - CT AF 134.70 NIB frequency  unless another frequency is allocated on an incident 

Cellphone  
 Mobile coverage is generally poor for most of the reserve (possible in the vicinity 
of W atercourse R d).  T here is a mobile phone booster at Bunnor house. A 
satellite phone is recommended elsewhere. 

 

Co nta c t Info rm a tio n 
Agenc y Po sitio n / Lo c a tio n Pho ne 

N a tio na l Pa rks 
& W ild life Servic e 

Duty Officer (24 hour) 8275 1742 
Narrabri Area Office (bus. hours) 6792 7300 

N SW  Rura l Fire Servic e  
Gwyd ir Tea m  

Michael Brook s 0427 101 124 
Duty Officer 6792 3667 
Z one Office 6792 3667 
Moree Office 6752 2452 
Curragundi: John Greer 6753 3244 

0427 104 100 
Em ergenc y Servic es Police, Ambulance, Fire and R escue NS W  000 

SES  132 500 
Po lic e Moree 6757 0799 
Co unc il Moree Plains 6757 3222 

 

1:110,000

Vegeta tio n Fire Thresho ld s
Vegeta tio n 
Thresho ld  Trea tm ent 

To o  Frequently 
Burnt 

Fire thresholds have been exceeded. Protect from fire as far as 
possible. 

Vulnera b le to  
Frequent Fire 

T he area will be T oo Frequently Burnt if it burns this y ear. 
Protect from fire as far as possible. 

W ithin 
Thresho ld  

Fire history is within the threshold for vegetation in this area. A 
burn is neither required nor should one necessarily be avoided. 

Lo ng Unb urnt 
Fire frequency is below fire thresholds in the area. A prescribed 
burn may be advantageous. Consider allowing unplanned fires 
to burn. 

Unkno wn Insufficient data to determine fire threshold. 

N o  Regim e 
Assigned  

Areas which do not have recommended fire intervals assigned 
to them eg. cleared land, rock . 

N B. Fire thresho ld s a re d efined  fo r vegeta tio n c o m m unities to  c o nserve 
b io d iversity 

 

1:110,000

Vegeta tio n
 
Vegeta tio n 
Fo rm a tio n (Keith) 
  

Vegeta tio n Ma na gem ent Guid elines Fire Beha vio ur 

Sem i-a rid  
W o o d la nd s 
(Gra ssy sub -
fo rm a tio n) 
Belah / Coolibah / 
My all R osewood 

 Avoid fire intervals of less than 20 y ears. 
Maintain a range of age classes to 40 
y ears. 

 Potential rates of spread are Low-
Mod due to low OFH. 
 Fire may carry through this 
community after successive wet 
seasons have produced a grassy 
understorey . 

Sem i-a rid  
W o o d la nd s 
(Shrub b y sub -
fo rm a tio n) 
Lignum and river 
cooba  

 Avoid fire intervals of less than 20 y ears. 
Maintain a range of age classes to 40 
y ears. 

 Potential rates of spread are Low-
Mod due to low OFH. 
 Fire may carry through this 
community after successive wet 
seasons have produced a grassy 
understorey . 

Arid  Shrub la nd s 
(Cheno po d  sub -
fo rm a tio n) 
Five-minute grass, 
spik ed rice flower 

 Avoid fire intervals of less than 6 y ears. 
 Maintain a range of age classes to 40 
y ears. 
 Communities containing Callitris should 
have a minimum fire interval of 10 y ears. 

 Potential rate of spread is low due to 
Lo w-Mo d  OFH in most y ears.  
 Localised areas of High OFH may 
produce areas of higher fire 
intensity. 

Freshwa ter 
W etla nd s 
Common reed, 
spik ed sedge, 
marsh club rush, 
tussock rush, river 
cooba and lignum 

 An Interval of fire events less than 2 y ears 
should be avoided, a minimum interval of 
greater than 6 y ears is preferable. 
 In R iver Cooba and Lignum associations 
a minimum interval of 10 y ears is 
preferred. 
 Prescribed burning is not permitted under 
conditions of severe drought stress. 

 Potential rates of spread are 
generally high due to very  high or 
above fuel loads in wetlands. 
 T he entire reedbed will burn out in 
dry conditions. 
 Potential rates of spread will be 
lower in R iver Cooba associations. 

Gra ssla nd s 

 T he minimum interval between fire events 
should be 2 y ears. 
 T he maximum interval between fire 
events should be 10 y ears. 
 

 Potential rates of spread are 
dependent on seasonal conditions. 
 Low OFH and hence low rates of 
spread occur in dry y ears. 
 A Moderate to High OFH may 
develop after successive wet 
seasons producing continuous 
ground cover. In these conditions 
potential rate of spread may be 
Moderate to Very  High. 

Gra ssy 
W o o d la nd s 
Poplar Box 

 T he minimum fire interval in healthy  
stands of these grassy woodlands is five 
y ears. W here the health of the 
woodlands in compromised, the 
minimum fire interval should be 
increased to 10 y ears. 
 T he maximum fire interval is 40 y ears. 

 Potential rates of spread are Low-
Mod due to low OFH. 
 Fire may carry through this 
community after successive wet 
seasons have produced a grassy 
understorey . 
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Fire Type Fire Deta ils 

 

 

Presc rib ed  Burn 

2017-18: W estholme R eedbed S tage 2 – Intense fire that 
removed most standing vegetation in the reed bed 
 
2017-18: Eastern Gwy dir – Moderate – low intensity  patchy  
burn that removed some surface and near-surface fuels 
 
2016-17: Gwy dir Farmblock – Patchy  low intensity  burn that 
removed some surface and near-surface fuels 
 
2016-17: Gwy dir W estholme – Intense fire that removed 
most standing vegetation in the reed bed 
 
2013-14: Bambatsi LMZ  – Moderate intensity fire that 
removed much of the surface and near-surface fuels in a 
grassland dominated by  Bambatsi grass 
 
2012-13: Old Dromana – Moderate intensity  fire that 
removed much of the surface and near-surface fuels in 
grassland dominated by  native grasses 
 

 

W ild fire 

2019-20: W atercourse R d, Bullarah – Intense fire that 
removed most standing fuel in the Gingham W atercourse 
reed bed 
 
2016-17: Gwy dir W estholme – Intense fire that removed 
most standing fuel in the Gingham W atercourse reed bed  
 
2013-14: Old Dromana W etlands – Intense fire that 
removed most standing fuel in the Big Leather W atercourse 
reed bed  
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This stra tegy sho uld  b e used  in c o njunc tio n with a eria l pho to gra phy a nd  field  rec o nna issa nc e. 
T hese data are not guaranteed to be free from error or omission. T he NS W  National Parks and W ildlife and its employees disclaim liability for any 

act done on the information in the data and any consequences of such acts or omissions. 
T his document is copy right. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of study , research criticism or review, as permitted 

under the copy right Act, no part may  be reproduced by any process without written permission.  
T he NS W  National Park s and W ildlife S ervice is part of the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment. 

Published by the Department of Planning, Industry  and Environment (NS W ). 
Contact: NS W  National Park s and W ildlife S ervice, Northern Inland Branch 

ISBN : 978-1-922318-76-3 DPIE N um b er: EES 2020/0154 La st Upd a ted : 20/08/2020 

 

 

This stra tegy is a  releva nt Pla n und er Sec tio n 38 (4) a nd  Sec tio n 44 
(3) o f the Rura l Fires Ac t 1997. 

 

 

Risk Ma na gem ent Info rm a tio n

1:110,000

Herita ge Guid elines 

Ab o rigina l 
Cultura l 
Herita ge 

IS 1 – As far as possible protect site from fire. Do not cut down trees. 
IS 2 – As far as practicable protect the site from fire. Avoid all ground disturbance and driving over           
sites.  Avoid water bombing which may cause ground disturbance. 
IS 3 – Avoid all ground disturbance. Avoid water bombing. S ite may  be burnt by fire without damage. 
Mo d ified  trees 
 As far as possible, protect the site from fire, and do not cut trees 
 Use of foams & retardant is acceptable. 
Ha b ita tio n sites 
 Exclude control line construction from sites. Consider a buffer zone of about 50 metres from the sites. 
 AHMS  databases must be check ed as part of planning for fire operations. 

Histo ric  Sites 
Old  Dro m a na  W o o lshed , Histo ric  Gra in Silo  a nd  Ya rd s 
 As far as possible, protect from fire. 
 Use of foams & retardant is acceptable. 

Threa tened  
Fa una  & 
Flo ra   

 T he protective actions for threatened fauna have been incorporated into the Operational Guidelines 
 Machinery should be excluded from the habitat of the Endangered Ecological Community  “Marsh 

Club R ush W etlands and R iparian Open W oodlands”. 
 T ree removal should be avoided in the endangered Ecological Community “Coolibah – Black Box 

W oodlands”. 

So il Ero sio n 
Ma na gem ent 

 T he soils within the reserve are generally highly dispersive, and very susceptible to erosion after 
disturbance. T he construction of control lines aligned to the direction of water flow will be particularly  
vulnerable. 

 Light blading must be employ ed during control line construction 
 R emoval of windrows after fire operations to allow water dispersal should occur as soon as 

operations are complete. 
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AssetN a m e
1. Pumping S tation No 2
2. Pumping S tation No 1
3. Old Dromana S hearing S hed (and grain silo)
4. Old Dromana Homestead
5. Bunnor Eco-Lodge
6. Bunnor Homestead
7. Bunnor Field Centre
8. Bird Hide
9. Moolabulla Cattley ards

Heli Landing S ite
-29° 16.6684', 149° 20.9319'

Assets:
Bunnor Day  Use Area
Education Centre 
and Bird Hide

Assets:
Old Dromana S hearing S hed 
Historic grain silo
Comms tower

Assets:
Old Dromana homestead
and work s depot

Threa tened  Ec o lo gic a l Co m m unities

Brigalow

Carbeen Open Forest community
Coolibah-Black  Box W oodland
Marsh club-rush S edgeland
My all W oodland

Arid S hrublands

1:250,000
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Curragundi S cheme 1:125,000

Floodplain W etland
R amsar W etlands
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Assets:
Bunnor Ecolodge and Homestead
Historic machinery  and generator sheds,
windmill, tank s
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