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Contact Inform ation 
Age nc y Position / Location Phone  

N ational Parks & W ild life  Se rvic e  West Bra nch Duty Officer 02 8275 1740 
West Da rling Area  Office (business hrs) 08 8084 2880 

Are a W e ste rn Com m and  
N SW  Rural Fire  Se rvic e  

RFS Hea dqua rters Sydney 02 8741 5555 
Fa r West District 02 6836 1226 

Bushfire  Inform ation Line  1800 NSW RFS 1800 679 737 
Em e rge nc y Se rvic e s Police, Fire & Am bula nce 000 

SES In a n em ergency ca ll 132 500 
Polic e  Broken Hill Sta tion 08 8087 0299 
Counc il U nincorpora ted NSW 02 6883 5400 

Local Ab original Land  Counc il Wilca nnia  08 8091 5828 
N e ighb ours Ca ll the NPWS Broken Hill office for m ore 

inform a tion  08 8084 2880 

 Com m unic ations Inform ation 
Se rvic e  Channe l Location and  Com m e nts 

NPWS VHF Ra dio 35 
NPWS ha s a  porta ble VHF repea ter stored a t Broken 
Hill. When deployed, rea sona ble covera ge a cross the 
pa rk. 

Aircra ft  Conta ct the Sta te Air Desk for frequency a lloca tion  
Mobile ph covera ge  Pa tchy covera ge, good with Cell-fi booster    
Sa tellite Phone  Good reception 
U HF Ra dio cha nnel 35 Lim ited, but good between vehicles if within short 

ra nge 
 

 

Langid oon-Me tford  State  Conse rvation Are a 
Fire  Manage m e nt Strate gy 2023  

This strate gy should  b e  use d  in c onjunc tion with ae rial p hotograp hy and  fie ld  re c onnaissanc e  d uring inc id e nts and  
the  d e ve lop m e nt of inc id e nt action p lans. 

T hese da ta  are not guara nteed to be free from  error or om ission. T he NSW Na tiona l Parks a nd Wildlife a nd its em ployees discla im  lia bility for a ny 
a ct done on the inform a tion in the da ta  a nd a ny consequences of such a cts or om issions. 

T his docum ent is copyright. Apa rt from  a ny fa ir dea ling for the purpose of study, resea rch criticism  or review, a s perm itted 
under the copyright Act, no pa rt m a y be reproduced by a ny process without written perm ission. 

This strate gy is a re le vant Plan und e r Se c tion 38 (4) and  Se c tion 44 (3) of Rural Fire s Act 1997. 
T he NSW Na tiona l Pa rks a nd Wildlife Service is pa rt of the Dept of Pla nning & Environm ent. 

Published by the NSW Na tiona l Pa rks & Wildlife Service, Februa ry 2023. 
Conta ct: 

PO Box 788 Broken Hill 2880 NSW Ph 08 8084 2880 
         ISBN  978-1-76058-656-0                            EHG 2022/0572 Version 1           Date  ap p rove d :                  Ma rch 2023 
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Map  De tails 
Datum : Geocentric Da tum  of Austra lia  (GDA) 1994  
Proje c tion: Ma p Grid of Austra lia  (MGA) Z one 54 
Scale  1:150,000 Data: NSW Ba se Ma p X MS 

Top ograp hic  Map s:  
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1:100,000 Topa r 7334 

 

 
 Wildfires 

 
 

Fire  Se ason Inform ation 

W ild fire s 
T he critica l wildfire sea son occurs Novem ber to Februa ry. T his period 
m a y extend into the first ha lf of Ma rch. Pa rticula r ca re is required during 
periods of consecutive ephem era l growth. T he end of the critica l fire 
sea son is often m a rked by a  decline in tem pera ture a nd rising hum idity. 

Pre scrib e d  Burning 
 

T ypica lly, prescribed burning would ta ke pla ce in Autum n to Spring. 
Following consecutive yea rs of a bove a vera ge ra infa ll prescribed burning 
m a y be used to reduce ephem era l fuel growth. Any burning will com ply 
with the prescriptions outlined in the a ssocia ted Prescribed Burn Pla ns.  
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Ve ge tation m anage m e nt 
Note: Vegetation mapping is still being defined. Below is a list of vegetation formations that occur on Langidoon-Metford State Conservation Area 

Ve ge tation Form ation 
Ve ge tation 
Com m unity Ve ge tation m anage m e nt guid e line s Fire  Be haviour 

Se m i-arid  W ood land  
(Grassy sub -form ation) 

Floodpla in 
woodla nds(River 
red gum , Bla ck box, 
Bla ck Oa k & 
Western Rosewood, 
Coola ba h 

• Coola ba h is sensitive to high intensity fire (which ca n inhibit the recruitm ent of seedlings) 
a nd/or too frequent fire, both ca n kill young pla nts a nd som e m a ture trees. 

• An interva l between fire events less tha n 5-10 yea rs should be a voided 

Coola ba h woodla nds do not susta in enough fuel loa ds (genera lly Low – Modera te OFH in dry yea rs) to ca rry la rge sca le 
fires.  
 
T ypica lly, there is not enough fuel loa d to ca rry fire in Arid shrubla nds, both a ca cia  a nd chenopod sub-form a tions (OFH Low 
in dry yea rs). 
 
Only following consecutive la rge-sca le ra in events when ephem era l fuel loa ds ha ve significa ntly increa sed (OFH High or 
a bove) will these com m unities ca rry fire. See description below for Gra ssla nds for further deta il a bout fire beha viour. 
 
 

Arid  shrub land  
(c he nop od  sub -
form ation) 

Gibber, Aeolia n & 
Riverine chenopod 
shrubla nds 

• Fire should be a voided in chenopod com m unities. 
• Chenopod species a re sensitive to fire a nd m a y be severely im pa cted if burnt. 
 

Arid  shrub land  (acac ia 
sub -form ation) 

Sa nd pla in & Stony 
desert Mulga  
shrubla nds 

• An interva l between fire events less tha n 5-6 yea rs should be a voided.  
• Fire pla ys no role in the germ ina tion of Mulga . 
• Mulga  & Aca cia  Loderi(Nelia ) a re susceptible to frequent a nd/or intense fire. 

Grassland s  

Mitchell Gra ss 
gra ssla nd 
 

• An interva l between fire events less tha n 6 yea rs should be a voided.  
• Fire frequency should prim a rily be determ ined through on-ground a ssessm ent of   
vegeta tion hea lth, fuel a ccum ula tion a nd previous fire pa tchiness a nd a djusted for wildfire 
risk a nd drought cycles. 

Highly va ria ble fire beha viour depending on the presence a nd growth of ephem era l fuel loa ds.  
High intensity fa st m oving fire once gra sses ha ve cured.  
Fire beha viour is dom ina ted by winds, both speed a nd direction.  
Even in very low fuel, gra ss fires ca n be erra tic a nd fa st m oving.  
In ephem era l yea rs fire intensity will be higher tha n in drought yea rs where m inim a l gra ss growth will result in m odera te fire 
beha viour but potentia lly still fa st m oving depending on wea ther conditions a t the tim e. 

Saline  W e tland  
Inla nd sa line la kes. 
Sa ltbush forbla nd 
on cla y pla ins.  

• Fire should be a voided. 

T hese vegeta tion com m unities will genera lly not ca rry fire unless there a re high ephem era l fuel loa ds. 
Modera te to high intensity fires m a y occur when fuel loa ds a re high or a bove. 

Fre shwate r we tland s 
Inla nd floodpla in. 
Nitre Goosefoot 
shrubla nd & 
Ca negra ss swa m p 
with som e lignum ,  

• An interva l between fire events less tha n 6 yea rs should be a voided in surrounding ha bita t. 

OFH – Overa ll fuel ha za rd - A ra ting system  tha t uses m ea surem ents of lea f litter, gra sses, shrubs, ba rk type a nd ba rk condition in a  given a rea  to determ ine the ha za rd.  
Ep he m e ral c ond itions – genera lly occur a fter consecutive yea rs of m uch higher tha n a vera ge ra infa ll which lea ds to a  build up of fine fuels such a s gra sses a nd herbs. T his ha s the potentia l to crea te a  continuous fuel loa ding (gra sses – perennia l a nd a nnua l) a cross a ll 
vegeta tion com m unities listed a bove. 

 
Op e rational Guid e line s  

Ae rial op e rations 
 

 Aeria l opera tions will be m a na ged by tra ined a nd com petent personnel. T his includes directing a eria l bom bing a nd a eria l ignition opera tions. 
 T he use of bom bing a ircra ft without the support of ground-ba sed suppression crews should be lim ited to very specific circum sta nces. 
 All a eria l ignition opera tions require the consent of NPWS West Bra nch Director, Section 44 delega te or a s sta ted in a n opera tiona l burn pla n.  

Bac kb urning 
 

 All personnel m ust be fully briefed before ba ck-burning opera tions begin. 
 Ba ckburning is a  va lid a nd useful firefighting tool but should only be underta ken when tem pera ture a nd hum idity a llow (la te a fternoon a nd evening), by experienced personnel a nd a fter ca reful considera tion by the 
Incident Ma na gem ent T ea m . 

 Where pra ctica ble to m op up efforts, clea r a  1m  ra dius a round dea d a nd loose ba rked trees a dja cent to conta inm ent lines prior to ba ckburning, or wet down these trees during ignition   
Com m and  & Control 

 

 T he first com ba ta nt a gency on site m a y a ssum e control of the fire but then m ust ensure the releva nt la nd m a na gem ent a gency is notified prom ptly. 
 On the a rriva l of other com ba ta nt a gencies, the initia l Incident Controller will consult with rega rd to the ongoing com m a nd, control a nd incident m a na gem ent tea m  requirem ents a s per the releva nt BFMC Pla n of 
Opera tions. 

 T he Metford a nd La ngidoon Hom estea d precincts ha ve power, bore wa ter, ta nks a nd a  Helipa d site Nth of La ngidoon hom estea d (see m a p)   

Containm e nt Line s 
 

 New conta inm ent lines require the prior consent of a  senior NPWS Officer. 
 All personnel involved in conta inm ent line construction should be briefed a nd m ust consider both na tura l a nd cultura l herita ge sites in the loca tion. 
 Conta inm ent line construction using ea rthm oving equipm ent m ust be in a ccorda nce with the ea rthm oving guidelines outlined below. 
 All conta inm ent lines not required for other purposes will be closed a t the cessa tion of the incident. 
 All conta inm ent line construction m ust be m a pped (for future reference a nd a ssista nce with reha bilita tion works) 
 Construction of new conta inm ent lines should be a voided on La ngidoon-Metford SCA, except where they ca n be constructed with m inim a l environm enta l & cultura l im pa ct. 
 T he biodiversity objectives a nd loca tions of significa nt species (Aca cia  Loderi) will be considered when loca ting control lines.  

Earthm oving Equip m e nt 
 T he use of Ea rthm oving equipm ent m ust only be used with the prior consent of a  senior NPWS Officer with loca l knowledge. Pa rticula r ca re m ust be ta ken in; 

o Significa nt cultura l herita ge la ndform  a rea s 
o Creek a nd wa terwa y a rea s 

 Ea rthm oving equipm ent m ust a lwa ys be supervised by a n experienced officer a nd a ccom pa nied by a  support vehicle. When enga ged in direct or pa ra llel a tta ck this vehicle m ust be a  fire fighting vehicle. 
 Ea rthm oving equipm ent m ust be wa shed down, where pra ctica l, prior to it entering NPWS esta te a nd a ga in on exiting NPWS esta te. 

Fire  Sup p re ssion Che m ic als 
 T he use of foa m , wetting a gents a nd reta rda nts will be perm itted on the reserve 
 T he use of reta rda nt requires the a pprova l of the Area  Ma na ger or delega te 
 Fire suppression chem ica ls a re not to be a pplied within 50m  of wa ter courses a nd ground ta nks(da m s), including the Aca cia  Creek, T reloa r Creek a nd La ke Eckerboon.   

Re hab ilitation  Where pra ctica ble, conta inm ent lines should be sta bilised a nd reha bilita ted a s pa rt of the wildfire suppression opera tion. 
W ate ring p oints  Wa ter points for vehicles a re dispersed a cross the pa rk, see Incident m a p for Wa ter(W) point loca tions 

 All ground ta nks (da m s) will be subject to sea sona l cha nges – consult with loca l NPWS sta ff for current ground ta nks (da m s) wa ter sta tus 

Sm oke  Manage m e nt 
 Potentia l sm oke im pa cts a nd m itiga tion ta ctics will be a ssessed during the pla nning of fire opera tions. 
 If sm oke becom es a  ha za rd on loca l roa ds, the police a nd releva nt m edia  m ust be notified. 
 T he Ba rrier Hwy m a y be im pa cted by sm oke if a  fire sta rts on La ngidoon-Metford SCA.  
 Im m edia tely request closure of the Ba rrier Hwy when fire is running towa rds the highwa y, a nd is within 2 kilom etres 

Visitor Manage m e nt  T his reserve m a y be closed to visitors during fire da nger periods ra ted Extrem e or a bove a nd during Fire Opera tions(Wildfire or Ha za rd Reduction) 
 T his reserve m a y be closed following la rge ra in events if roa ds becom e im pa ssa ble 

W ARN IN GS 
 ROADS MAY  BECOME BOGGY  AN D UN TRAFFICABLE AFTER RAIN . 
 BEW ARE OF OVERHEAD POW ERLIN ES (REFER TO IN CIDEN T MAP) AN D MAKE SURE TO ‘LOOK UP AN D LIVE’ 
 BEW ARE OF AN Y  GAS BOTTLES, DAN GEROUS GOODS STORAGE AREAS AN D HAZARDOUS MATERIALS N EAR HOMESTEAD SITES 
 FIREFIGHTERS BEW ARE OF VEHICLAR TRAFFIC W ORKIN G ALON GSIDE THE BARRIER HW Y  

Blac k te xt- genera l guidelines   Blue  Te xt- reserve specific guidelines   Re d  te xt- Im porta nt wa rnings 
 

Op e rational Guid e line s - He ritage  
The preliminary cultural heritage assessment has revealed evidence that Langidoon-Metford SCA has a rich history of Aboriginal occupation 

Ab original Cultural 
He ritage  Site  
Manage m e nt 

Modified trees, including sca rred trees 
 Protect the site from  ca tching fire, clea r a round ba se of litter a nd shrubs 
 Foa m  m a y be used to protect the tree, or to extinguish fire 
 Do not cut trees  

Ground based sites, including artefacts, middens, hearths & stone arrangements 
 Protect site from  a ny ground disturba nce, including the use of ea rth-m oving equipm ent a nd vehicles  
 Apply a  m a chinery exclusion a rea  where there is a  high concentra tion of known sites 
 Area  m a y be burnt 

Burial sites  
 Protect sites from  a ny disturba nce by excluding opera tions by a t lea st 25 m etres  
 Area  m a y be burnt 

Historic He ritage  Site  
Manage m e nt 

Identified structures and historic precincts, including buildings (Langidoon & Metford Homesteads, Woolsheds & outbuildings)  
 As fa r a s possible, protect the sites from  fire  
 Prepa re sites by sla shing in yea rs of high ephem era l fuel growth 
 New conta inm ent lines- if una voida ble utilise lea st destructive m ethod a s possible a round the perim eter a nd in a ccorda nce with the Opera tiona l 
Guidelines of this stra tegy  

 Foa m  m a y be used to protect the site, or to extinguish fire 
Wooden stock yards, old ruins, survey trees, old signs or trails 
 Protect the site from  fire 
 Foa m  m a y be used to protect the sites, or to extinguish fire 

Thre ate ne d  Fauna & 
Flora Manage m e nt 

Endangered fauna species  
 Flock Bronzewing & Australian Bustard 

Endangered flora species 
 Convolvulus tedmoorei (Bindweed) & Swainsona flavicarinata (Yellow-keeled Swainsona) 

Endangered Ecological Community (EEC) 
 Nelia Shrublands (Acacia Loderi Shrublands)  

Management actions 
 The use of earthmoving equipment must only be used with prior consent of a NPWS Officer with local area knowledge of critical habitat zones 
 Monitoring to record fire response must be initiated after a fire event   
 Where possible, efforts should be made to exclude fire from the Acacia Loderi (Nelia) dominant shrublands 
 The gathering of species data is still ongoing, consult with local NPWS staff for latest site specific information   

 

Sup p re ssion Strate gie s  
WARNING: where high ephem era l fuel growth exists fire ca n burn with very high intensity a nd fire runs should be a nticipa ted with winds from  a ny direction. Entra pm ent 

risk is very high. 
Typ ic al Cond itions Guid e line s 

 Current or foreca sted Fire 
Da nger Ra ting (FDR) of High 
or ab ove 

 FDR of Extre m e or a bove- fire 
beha viour likely becom ing 
erra tic, a nd plum e driven 

 Extrem e ra pid-fire growth, 
crown im pa ct a nd spotting   

 Risk to life a nd/or property 
esca la tes with a n FBI >50 

 Direct a tta ck unlikely in these conditions, genera lly extrem ely windy a nd fires quickly becom ing la rge in a rea s of fine fuel 
 Develop a  suppression pla n using existing a nd/or potentia l conta inm ent lines 
 Pa ra llel a tta ck m a y be a pplied with ea rthm oving m a chinery a nd fire units 
 Ba ckburning m ust be ca refully tim ed to a void fire runs, genera lly in the ea rly evening when hum idity rises, a nd wind drops 
 Any wildfire in EEC Aca cia  Loderi shrubla nd should be kept to the sm a llest extent possible-if a ble, enga ge the use of a ircra ft a s 
soon a s possible when fire is within ina ccessible terra in 

 Firefighter sa fety is the highest priority during deploym ent. Fire beha viour possibly erra tic a nd plum e driven a bove a n FBI of 50 

 Current or foreca sted FDR of 
Mod e rate  

 Minim a l risk to life or property  
 Only sm a ll a rea  risk to 
biodiversity exists 

 
 Consider a  stra tegy using direct a nd indirect a tta ck to conta in the fire to the sm a llest a rea  pra ctica ble, using a  com bina tion of 
ground crews, fire units, m a chinery, a nd a ircra ft 

 Any wildfire in EEC Aca cia  Loderi shrubla nd should be kept to the sm a llest extent possible-observe foreca st wea ther conditions 
a nd consider enga ging the use of a ircra ft when fire is in ina ccessible terra in 
 

 

 
 
 
Evaluation of Biod ive rsity Thre shold s 

Vulne rab le  to  
fre que nt fire  

T he a rea  will be too frequently burnt if it burns in the next few sea sons 
 Protect from fire as far as possible 

Long unb urnt U nderburnt, excessive tim e since la st fire, species m a y becom e extinct  
 A fire event is neither required nor should one necessarily be avoided 

W ithin Thre shold  
Within the threshold for vegeta tion in this a rea . Species ha ve ha d sufficient tim e to m a ture a nd 
reproduce, a nd for ha bita ts to develop.  

 A fire event is neither required nor should one necessa rily be a voided 
NB: Fire thresholds are defined for vegetation communities to conserve biodiversity  

Threshold analysis map needs to be considered with Prescribed burning. Activity map to be considered when determining wildfire and 
prescribed burning outcomes 

 

 
Fire  Manage m e nt Zone s 

Asse t Prote c tion Zone s 
T he objective of APZs is the protection of hum a n life a nd property. T his will ha ve 
precedence over guidelines for the m a na gem ent of biodiversity. Ma inta in Overa ll Fuel 
Ha za rd a t Modera te or below. 

Strate gic  Fire  Ad vantage  
Zone s 

T he objective of SFAZs is to reduce fire intensity a cross la rger a rea s. Ma inta in Overa ll 
Fuel Ha za rd a t High or below, however a dherence to guidelines for biodiversity will ta ke 
precedence where pra ctica l. 
Note: Due to changes in the RFS Bushfire Code, SFAZ will be treated by definition as 
Linear Fire Breaks- a strategic fuel reduced feature in the landscape  

Land  
Manage m e nt Zone s 

T he objective of LMZs is to conserve biodiversity a nd protect cultura l a nd historic 
herita ge. 
Ma na ge fire consistent with fire thresholds. 
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