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Fire  Se ason Inform ation 
Wildfires 

 The critica l wildfire sea son genera lly occurs during Novem b er a nd Decem b er.  
 This m a y com m ence la te Septem b er or extend into the first ha lf of Ja nua ry during periods of strongly nega tive 
ENSO Indices, or very dry sum m ers. 

 The end of the critica l fire sea son is often m a rked b y wet storm  a ctivity. 

Prescribed 
Burning 

 Effective prescrib ed b urning m a y com m ence once the “critica l fire sea son” a nd thunderstorm  sea son is over.  
 Predicted ra in events m a y b e used to lim it unb ounded b urns. 
 Prescrib ed b urning a ttem pted a fter a utum n ra in is NOT likely to b e effective. 
 Burning in gra ssla nd a nd wetla nd a rea s should b e underta ken la te winter prior to the germ ina tion / resprouting 
of gra sses. 

 
 
 

 
O pe rational Guid e line s 

Ge ne ral Guid e line s 

Ae rial ope rations 
 

 Aeria l opera tions will b e m a na ged b y tra ined a nd com petent personnel. This includes directing a eria l b om b ing 
a nd a eria l ignition opera tions 

 The use of b om b ing a ircra ft without the support of ground-b a sed suppression crews should b e lim ited to very 
specific circum sta nces. 

 All a eria l ignition opera tions require the consent of the Incident Controller. 

Bac kburning 
 

 All personnel m ust b e fully b riefed b efore b a ck b urning opera tions b egin. 
 Ba ckb urning in a rea s of L ow – Modera te OFH will require the use of wind, or low hum idity to m a xim ise 

effectiveness. Ba ckb urning should b e tim ed for la te a fternoon a nd ea rly evening. 
 Where pra ctica b le to a ssist m op-up efforts, clea r a  1m  ra dius a round dea d a nd fib rous b a rked trees a dja cent to 

conta inm ent lines prior to b a ckb urning, or wet down these trees during the ignition. 

Com m and  & Control 
 

 The first com b a ta nt a gency on site m a y a ssum e control of the fire, b ut then m ust ensure the releva nt la nd 
m a na gem ent a gency is notified prom ptly.  

 A senior NPWS officer is to lia ise with the RFS to ensure tha t the a gency in com m a nd a nd control is determ ined 
a nd a n Incident Controller is a ppointed 

Containm e nt Line s 
 

 Existing or previous roa ds, tra cks a nd control lines should b e used wherever possib le  
 New conta inm ent lines require the prior consent of a  senior NPWS officer. 
 Construction of new conta inm ent lines should b e a voided, where pra ctica b le, except where they ca n b e 

constructed with m inim a l environm enta l im pa ct. 
 All persona l involved in conta inm ent line construction should b e b riefed on, a nd m ust consider b oth na tura l a nd 

cultura l herita ge sites in the loca tion. 
 All conta inm ent lines not required for other purposes should b e closed im m edia tely a t the end of the incident. 
 Containment lines sho uld no t be c o nstructed in areas identified in the guidelines fo r earthmo ving 

eq uipment 

Earthm oving 
Eq uipm e nt 

 Pla nt m a y only b e used with the prior consent of a  senior NPWS officer.  
 Pla nt m ust a lwa ys b e supervised b y a n experienced officer, a nd a ccom pa nied b y a  fire-fighting vehicle when 

enga ged in direct or pa ra llel a tta ck.  
 Pla nt m ust b e wa shed down, where pra ctica b le, prior to entering a nd exiting NPWS esta te. 
 Earthmo ving machinery will no t be permitted to c o nstruct c o ntainment lines in the fo llo wing areas 

(see “Operatio nal Restric tio ns Map”): 
 steep sandsto ne slo pes and ridges 
 within 100 metres o f Abo riginal sites, except within existing fire trails  
 wetland areas 
 valley areas when sub-so ils are saturated 
 Phyto phtho ra affected areas 

Fire  Suppre ssion 
Che m ic als 

 The use of foa m , gels a nd reta rda nts will b e perm itted on the reserve 
 Fire suppression chem ica ls a re not to b e a pplied within 50m  of wa ter courses a nd da m s.   
 The use of reta rda nts requires the a pprova l of a  senior NPWS officer. 

Pre sc ribe d  burning  A restric tio n o n presc ribed burning will ap p ly in an area depicted o n the “Operatio nal Restric tio ns 
Map”. Burning sho uld be avo ided in this area during September to  March. 

Re habilitation  Where pra ctica b le, conta inm ent lines should b e sta b ilised a nd reha b ilita ted a s pa rt of the wildfire suppression 
opera tion. 

Wate ring points  Consider deploym ent of a  b ulk wa ter ca rrier to support fire opera tions. 
Sm oke  Manage m e nt  Potentia l sm oke im pa cts a nd m itiga tion ta ctics will b e a ssessed during the pla nning of fire opera tions. 
Visitor Manage m e nt  The reserve m a y b e closed to the pub lic during periods of extrem e fire da nger, a nd will b e closed during fire 

opera tions. 

WARNINGS 

 Sub-so ils in valley areas can turn to spew and q uic ksand when saturated. Vehic les and machinery 
can readily bog to  the axles, o r wo rse. 

 Gully areas marked by red gums and tea-tree are also  susceptible water-lo gging. 
 Direct attac k in marshy / wetland areas sho uld be avo ided, except during pro lo nged dry perio ds. 
This is due to the risk of entrapment. 

 Phyto phtho ra hygiene pro to c o ls must be fo llo wed in Ukerbarley AA & SCA to  limit sp read of sp o res. 
 Blac k text – General guidelines   Blue text – Reserve specific guidelines   Red text – Majo r warnings 

 
O pe rational Guid e line s - He ritage  

Ge ne ral Guid e line s 

Aboriginal Cultural He ritage  
Site  Manage m e nt 

Modified Trees (IS1), including scarred trees 
As fa r a s possib le, protect site from  fire. 
Do not cut trees. 
U se of foa m , wetting a gent & reta rda nt is a ccepta b le. 
 
Ground based sites (IS2), including: camp sites, artefacts, grinding grooves, waterholes and quarries 
Protect site from  a ny ground disturb a nce, including the use of ea rth-m oving equipm ent a nd vehicles 
 
Resource sites (IS3), including fig-tree groves 
Protect site from  physica l disturb a nce 
 
AIIMS database must be checked as part of planning for fire operations. 

Historic  He ritage  
Site  Manage m e nt 

Ground based sites 
 Apply a  m a chinery exclusion zone for a  ra dius of 25 m etres 

Ukerbarley homestead (711523 6548235), sheds and yards (712100 6546820) 
 Protect the site from  fire, exclude a rea  from  fire where possib le 
 Foa m  m a y b e used to protect the structures, or to extinguish fire 

Thre ate ne d  Flora and   
Fauna Manage m e nt 

Large-eared Pied Bat maternity site 
 Prescrib ed b urning excluded from  Septem b er to Ma rch over a  500 m etre ra dius.  

Carex Sedgelands  - Ecological endangered community Ukerbarley and Dandry Springs 
 Apply a  m a chinery exclusion a rea  (including a rea s a djoining the reserve) 

 
 
 

Too fre q ue ntly burnt 
Consecutive fire interva ls a re 
shorter tha n the recom m ended 
m inim um  interva l. 

Vulne rable  to  
fre q ue nt fire  

The current fire interva l is 
shorter tha n the recom m ended 
m inim um  interva l. 

Within thre shold   
The tim e-since-fire is grea ter 
tha n the recom m ended 
m inim um , a nd less tha n the 
recom m ended m a xim um . 

Long unburnt 
The current fire interva l is 
longer tha n the suggested 
interva l. 

 

Strate gic  Fire  
Ad vantage  Z one s 

The ob jective of this zone is 
to reduce fire intensity in 
loca tions to a ssist 
conta inm ent of wildfires, b y 
m a inta ining the Overa ll Fuel 
Ha za rd less tha n HIGH  

Land  Manage m e nt 
Z one s 

The ob jective of this zone is 
to conserve b iodiversity a nd 
protect cultura l herita ge b y 
a pplying b iodiversity 
thresholds 

 

Available  
Ava ila b le for prescrib ed 
b urning sub ject to fuel levels 
a nd recom m ended fire 
interva l thresholds  

Available  only d uring 
VERY  HIGH FDI  

This a rea  genera lly ha s L OW 
or MODERATE OFH, 
prescrib ed b urning effective 
only under V ERY  HIGH FDI  

Available  - only 
e c ologic al 
m anage m e nt 

This a rea  is a va ila b le for 
prescrib ed b urning, strictly 
sub ject to ecologica l 
prescriptions 

Ava ila b ility for b urning m ust b e referenced with the 
Status of Biod ive rsity Thre shold s. 

 

Ve ge tation Manage m e nt Guid e line s 
Com m unity Manage m e nt Guid e line s Fire  Be haviour 

Wetla nds 

 An interva l b etween fire events less tha n 5 yea rs 
should b e a voided 

 Burning should b e conducted only with sha llow 
sta nding wa ter, or m oist soil. 

 Burning should b e scheduled la te winter, prior to 
the spring “green-up”. 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d will b e dependent on the sea sona l 
conditions 

V a lley woodla nds 
 

Bla kelys Red Gum  / Rough-b a rked 
Apple / White Cypress 

 

 An interva l b etween fire events less tha n 15 yea rs 
should b e a voided 
 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d is m odera te due to Low / 
Mod e rate  O FH 
 Gra ss cover will increa se ra te of sprea d 
 Potentia l for intense short dista nce spotting for a rea s of long 
unb urnt Apple. 

Gra ssy Box woodla nds 
 

White Box / Y ellow Box / Bla kely’s 
Red Gum  

 An interva l b etween fire events less tha n 15 yea rs 
should b e a voided 
 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d is low due to Low O FH 
 Prescrib ed b urning will not b e effective during periods of 
lower fire da nger in m ost a rea s. 

Sa ndstone shrub b y 
woodla nds  

 
Bloodwood / Na rrow lea ved  
Ironb a rk / Scrib b ly Gum  / Bla ck 
Cypress Pine / Dwyer’s Red Gum  

 An interva l b etween fire events less tha n 15 yea rs 
should b e a voided 

 A high intensity fire m a y b e perm itted a fter a  fire 
free period 25 yea rs 

 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d is high due to HIGH – VERY  HIGH 
O FH, pa rticula rly in a rea s of Bloodwood a nd Scrib b ly Gum  

Derived gra ssla nds  Interva l b etween fires to b e determ ined 
revegeta tion guidelines for the reserve 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d will b e dependent on the density 
a nd height of gra ss cover. 

O FH – Overa ll fuel ha za rd - A ra ting system  tha t includes surfa ce (lea f litter), nea r surfa ce (low shrub s & gra sses), eleva ted (shrub s), a nd b a rk fuels. 
 
 Suppre ssion Strate gie s 
Cond itions & fore c ast Guid e line s 
Y ea rs with sa tura ted soils 

a nd sub -soils 
 Consider a  b roa d conta inm ent stra tegy using existing tra ils a nd roa ds, recently b urnt a rea s, creek lines or 
vegeta tion with L OW OFH. (This is necessa ry due to the high risk of vehicles a nd m a chines b ogging) 

Fire da nger ra ting  
L OW - HIGH 

 Consider a  b roa d conta inm ent stra tegy using existing tra ils, a llowing long-term  m a na gem ent requirem ents for 
b iodiversity.  

 Direct a nd pa ra llel a tta ck m a y b e a pplied with ea rthm oving m a chinery a nd fire units. 
 Allow wetla nd a rea s to b urn out, with conta inm ent lines pla ced on higher ground. 

Fire da nger ra ting  
V ERY  HIGH - EXTREME 

 Fa llb a ck to existing tra ils a nd roa ds a nd recently b urnt a rea s when fire runs exceed control line construction 
ra tes. 

 Secure a nd deepen control lines on the next predicted downwind side of the fire. 
 Ta rget b a ckb urning opera tions when the hum idity rises in la te a fternoon a nd ea rly evening. Ba ck b urning 
effectiveness will drop significa ntly with rising hum idity.  

Area s with gra ssy understorey m a y ca rry fire 1+ yea rs a fter fire. 
Fire runs under extrem e conditions m a y tra vel a t 4 – 6 km s/hr.  
Burnt areas with LOW OFH may ho ld fire head, if deep enough 
Burnt areas with MODERATE OFH will reduce intensity. 

Fire da nger ra ting 
CATASTROPHIC  Revert to property protection 

 
 

Com m unic ations Inform ation 
Se rvic e  Channe l Loc ation and  Com m e nts 
NPWS V HF 312 

321 
 Wa nda  Trig 
 Needle Mounta in 
Covera ge va ria b le due to terra in 

RFS  
N030 
N033 

 Wa nda  Trig 
 Siding Spring 
Covera ge va ria b le due to terra in 

U HF - CB   Sm a ll fires - Cha nnel 10 
 L a rge fires - determ ined b y IMT 

Avia tion 126.7  CTAF 
Mob ile phone   Telstra  3G covera ge – highly va ria b le, consult 

covera ge m a ps 
 Contac t Inform ation 

Age nc y Position / Loc ation Phone  
National Parks 
& Wild life  Se rvic e  

Duty Officer (24 hour) 6842 3041 
Coona b a ra b ra n Area  Office (b us. hours) 6842 1311 

NSW RFS Castle re agh Z one  Z one Ma na ger 
Duty Officer 

0417 415 032 
0417 419 367 

RFS Rural Fire  Brigad e s Da ndry – Ala n Ta ylor 
Y ea rina n – Denis Ha m m ond 

6842 1406 
0409 627 226 

NSW Fire  Brigad e  Newca stle 4929 7177 
Em e rge nc y Se rvic e s Police, Fire, Am b ula nce 000 

SES  13 2500 
Polic e  Coona b a ra b ra n 6842 7299 
Counc il Wa rrum b ungle 6849 2000 

 

Ve ge tation Suitability for Pre sc ribe d  Burning
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Ana lysis of fuel loa d, fire history
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for b urns.
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