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Com m unications Inform a tion 
Se rvice  Cha nne l Location a nd Com m e nts 
NPWS V HF 322  Boda n gora 

NPWS Firegroun d 11-17  NPWS fire groun d c ha n n els 1-7  
RFS  W121  Sappa Bulga  

U HF - CB   Sm a ll fires - Cha n n el 10 
 L a rge fires - determ in ed b y IMT 

Aviation  134.0  CTAF-AFRU  
Mob ile phon e   Telstra 3G covera ge a va ila b le 

 

Fire  Se a son Inform a tion 
Wildfire s 

 The critic a l wildfire season  gen era lly oc c urs durin g Dec em b er a n d Ja n ua ry.  
 Durin g periods of stron g n ega tive Southern  Osc illa tion  In dic es (El Nin o even ts), this period m a y com m en c e late Octob er.  
 The en d of the critic a l fire season  is often  m arked b y wet storm  a c tivity. 

P re scribed 
Burning  

 Effective prescrib ed b urn in g m a y n eed to b e con ducted on c e the “critic a l fire season ” a n d thun derstorm  season  is over. 
This is due to the L OW - MODERATE Overa ll Fuel Ha zard for m ost vegetation  types. Prescrib ed b urn in g attem pted a fter 
a utum n  ra in  is un likely to b e effec tive. 

 Ope ra tiona l Guide line s 
Ae ria l ope ra tions 

 

 Aeria l operation s will b e m a n a ged b y tra in ed a n d c om peten t person n el. This in c ludes direc tin g a eria l 
b om b in g a n d a eria l ign ition  operation s 

 The use of b om b in g a irc ra ft without the support of groun d-b a sed suppression  crews should b e lim ited 
to very spec ific  c irc um sta n c es. 
All a eria l ign ition  operation s require the con sen t of the In c iden t Con troller. 

Backburning  
 

 All person n el m ust b e fully b riefed b efore b a c k b urn in g operation s b egin . 
 Ba c kb urn in g in  areas of L ow – Moderate OFH will require the use of win d, or low hum idity to 
m a xim ise effec tiven ess. Ba c kb urn in g should b e tim ed for late a ftern oon  a n d early even in g. 

 Where pra ctic a b le to assist m op-up efforts, c lea r a 1m  ra dius aroun d dea d a n d fib rous b arked 
trees a dja c en t to con ta in m en t lin es prior to b a c kb urn in g, or wet down  these trees durin g the ign ition . 

Com m a nd & Control 
 

 The first com b a ta n t a gen c y on  site m a y assum e con trol of the fire, b ut then  m ust en sure the releva n t 
la n d m a n a gem en t a gen c y is n otified prom ptly.  

 A sen ior NPWS offic er is to lia ise with the RFS to en sure that the a gen c y in  c om m a n d a n d c on trol is 
determ in ed a n d a n  In c iden t Con troller is appoin ted 

Conta inm e nt Lines 
 

 Existin g or previous roa ds, tra c ks a n d c on trol lin es should b e used wherever possib le  
 New con ta in m en t lin es require the prior con sen t of a sen ior NPWS offic er. 
 Con struction  of n ew con ta in m en t lin es should b e a voided, where pra c tic a b le, exc ept where they c a n  
b e c on structed with m in im a l en viron m en ta l im pa c t. 

 All person a l in volved in  c on ta in m en t lin e c on struction  should b e b riefed on , a n d m ust con sider b oth 
n a tura l a n d c ultura l herita ge sites in  the loc a tion . 

 All con ta in m en t lin es n ot required for other purposes should b e c losed im m edia tely at the c essation  
of the in c iden t. 

Ea rthm oving  Equipm e nt 
 Pla n t m a y on ly b e used with the prior con sen t of a sen ior NPWS offic er.  
 Pla n t m ust a lwa ys b e supervised b y a n  experien c ed offic er, a n d a c c om pa n ied b y a fire-fightin g 
vehic le when  en ga ged in  direc t or para llel atta c k.  

 Pla n t m ust b e washed down , where pra c tic a b le, prior to en terin g a n d exitin g NPWS estate. 
Fire  Suppre ssion 
Che m ica ls 

 The use of foa m , wettin g a gen ts a n d retarda n ts will b e perm itted on  the reserve 
 Fire suppression  c hem ic a ls are n ot to b e applied within  50m  of water courses a n d da m s.   
 The use of retarda n ts requires the approva l of a sen ior NPWS offic er. 

Re habilitation  Where pra ctic a b le, con ta in m en t lin es should b e sta b ilised a n d reha b ilitated as part of the wildfire 
suppression  operation . 

Wate ring  points  Con sider deploym en t of b ulk water c arriers to support fire operation s. 
Sm oke Ma na g e m e nt  Poten tia l sm oke im pa c ts a n d m itigation  ta c tics will b e assessed durin g the pla n n in g of fire operation s. 

 Rura l residen c es are loc a ted within  200m  of the reserve b oun da ries. 
Visitor Ma na g e m e nt  The reserve m a y b e c losed to the pub lic  durin g periods of extrem e fire da n ger, a n d will b e c losed 

durin g fire operation s. 
WARNINGS  No a c c ess to reserve from  Dun ga ry Roa d off Newell Highwa y roa d – a c c ess roa d is fen c ed  
  Bla c k text – gen era l guidelin es   Blue text – reserve spec ific  guidelin es   Red text – Ma jor warn in gs 

 
 
 Ope ra tiona l Guide line s - He rita g e  

Resource Guide line s 

Aborig ina l Cultura l He rita g e 
Site Ma na g e m e nt 

 No Ab origin a l sites ha ve b een  iden tified on  the reserve 
 
Modified trees (IS1), including scarred trees 
 Protect the site from fire, clear base of litter and shrubs, exclude site tree from fire where possible 
 Foam may be used to protect the tree, or to extinguish fire 
 Do not cut trees 

 
Ground based sites (IS2), including: camp sites, artefacts, grinding grooves, waterholes and quarries 
 Protect site from any ground disturbance, including the use of earth-moving equipment and vehicles 

 
Resource sites (IS3), including fig-tree groves 
 Protect site from physical disturbance 
 Avoid any burning into Dry Vine Rainforests 

 
AIIMS data b ase m ust b e c hec ked as part of pla n n in g for fire operation s 

Historic He rita g e  
Site Ma na g e m e nt 

Old residence and shed 
 Exc lude site from  fire, where possib le. 
 Foa m  a n d gel m a y b e used to protec t structures, or to extin guish fire. 

Thre a te ne d Species 
Ma na g e m e nt  Protective a c tion s are in c orporated in  the Operation a l Guidelin es 

  
Suppre ssion Stra te g ie s 

Conditions & fore cast Guide line s 
Fire  da ng e r ra ting  
LOW - HIGH 

 Con sider a b roa d con ta in m en t strategy usin g existin g tra c ks, low fuel areas, open  
areas a n d rec en tly b urn t areas. 

Fire  da ng e r ra ting  
VERY HIGH - EXTREME 

 Con sider a strategy con ta in in g the fire to the sm a llest area pra ctic a b le, usin g a 
com b in a tion  of groun d crews, fire un its, m a c hin ery a n d a ircra ft.  

 Sec ure fla n k as soon  as possib le on  the n ext predic ted down win d side. 
  An y proposed b a c k b urn in g m ust b e assessed on  the required resourc es, their 
c apa c ity a n d the tim e required to m op-up a n d sec ure proposed b urn  edges prior to 
the on set of Severe + con dition s, a n d then  hold. 

Catastrophic  Revert to property protection . 
 

Ve g e tation 
Com m unity Ve g e tation m a na g e m e nt g uide lines Fire  Be ha viour 

Ridge Woodla n ds a n d Shrub la n ds 
 

Iron b a rk / Bla c k Cypress Pin e  
 An  in terva l b etween  fire even ts less tha n  15 years should 
b e a voided 

 

 Poten tia l rates of sprea d is low durin g 
m ost con dition s due to LOW  – 
MODERATE OFH 
 L oc a lised areas of V ERY HIGH OFH 
whic h will result in  in ten se fire 
b eha viour 

Grassy Box Woodla n ds 
 

Western  Grey Box / Red Gum  
woodla n ds 

 

 A m in im um  in terva l of 5 – 8 years b etween  low – m oderate 
in ten sity b urn s. These b urn s are to target grassy 
un derstorey. Recom m en ded tim in g for these b urn s is late 
win ter, prior to sprin g “green -up”. 

 Proposed b urn in g to b e referen c ed to con servation  
guidelin es for the com m un ity type. 

 Poten tia l rates of sprea d is gen era lly 
low to m oderate due to LOW - 
MODERATE OFH  
 Season a l con dition s with con tin uous 
grass cover will in c rease poten tia l fire 
b eha viour 

OFH – Overa ll fuel ha zard - A ratin g system  that in c ludes surfa c e (lea f litter), n ear surfa c e (low shrub s & grasses), elevated (shrub s), a n d b a rk 
fuels. 

 
 

 
 
 

Ava ilable  for 
pre scribed 
burning  

This area is a va ila b le for 
prescrib ed b urn in g, 
sub ject to fuel loa ds a n d 
fire in terva l thresholds 

Ava ilable  only 
during  VERY 
HIGH FDI  

This area is gen era lly has 
L OW or MODERATE 
OFH, prescrib ed b urn in g 
effective on ly un der V ERY 
HIGH FDI  

Ava ila b ility for b urn in g m ust b e referen c ed with 
the Status of Biodive rsity Thre sholds. 

 

La nd Ma na g e m e nt 
Z ones 

The ob jec tive of this zon e is to 
con serve b iodiversity a n d protect 
c ultura l herita ge b y applyin g 
b iodiversity thresholds 

 

 
 
 

Long  unburnt 
The c urren t fire in terva l is 
lon ger tha n  the suggested 
in terva l. 

 Pla n n ed Burn s 2016-20 
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Contact Inform a tion 
Ag e ncy P osition / Location P hone  

Duty Offic er (24 hour) 6841 7110 Nationa l P a rks 
& Wildlife  Se rvice Dub b o Area Offic e (b us. hours) 6841 7100 

NSW RFS Ora na  Z one  L yn don  Wiela n d 
Duty Offic er 

0418 636 966 
6884 3533 

RFS Rura l Fire  Brig a de s Min or – Mike Ca va n a gh 6884 9733 
0439 405 233 

NSW Fire  Brig a de Katoom b a  4782 6077 
Em e rg e ncy Se rvices Polic e, Fire, Am b ula n c e 000 

SES  13 2500 
P olice Dub b o 6883 1599  
Council Dub b o 6801 4800 

 

Ca ution :  
No a c c ess

Dun gary Roa d on  Newell Highwa y
roa d fen c ed off

An a lysis of fuel loa d, fire history 
a n d pla n t c om m un ity ecology 
required b efore iden tifyin g sites 
for b urn s.
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