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This Map should be used in conjunction with topographic maps
and ground reconnaissance during incidents and
the development of incident action plans.

Copyright Department of Environment and Conservation. These data are not guaranteed
to be free from error or omission. The Department of Environment and Conservation
and its employees disclaim liability for any act done on the information in the data
and any consequences of such acts or omissions.

Grid Interval 500m
Australian Map Grid Zone 56

Please foward comments on this strategy to:
sc.fireplans@environment.nsw.gov.au
or NPWS Nowra Area Office, PO Box 707, Nowra NSW 2541

Map 1: Fire Management Zones

d Track

South SFAZ

South Gerroa
“Road SFAZ .

erong Carpark
Morth SFAZ

rong Carpark
Middle SFAZ

Fire Management Zones

@~z < O HVZ @ APZCrown Land

@ sz @ ren

Map 2: Location
: m

ai

~Ambewara
g Range NR

ven Mile Beach

HW.AS Albratross
ie-Station

.“ : \FWarrain Beach
g i alt=.Creek - .
1] N\
Main Roads Seven Mile Beach NP & () Other NPWS Reserves

—  Roads Comerong Island NR

O Builtup areas

Map 3: Vegetation Fire Regimes

Island

Vegetation

Fire Intervals_(in years) Seven Mile Beach NP &
Min - Max Comerong Island NR
A-5-30 @P»c-8 -3 Cleared
@ c-s5-w @ H-25-20 (O water
E-7-30 @ | -Exclude fire @ D Urban
ST E.7 .35 where possible -

Map 4: Bushfire Behaviour Potential

Black Fﬁaad

#Seven Mile Beach

S LS v - - > ol
|, b . - . | T -~

Eal

289000 290000 291000 293000 294000 295000 296000 297000 298000 299000 300000

Fire Management Strategy Information Operational Guidelines — Seven Mile Beach NP & Comerong Island NR

CONTACT INFORMATION

Bushfire Fuel Types and comparative fire behaviour

For fire management planning the reserve is divided into three main types of fire
management zones each with strategies to address fire management in the particular
area. Other strategies apply to the whole reserve (e.g., fire access network) or address
fire management for particular values found in the reserve (e.g., threatened species,
cultural sites). These strategies guide the fire management and related works within this
reserve. Guidelines are also provided to assist with operational matters — see table.

APZ

Asset Protection Zones: Within these areas the focus is on protection of life
and adjoining higher risk assets. Bushfire fuels are managed towards lower
levels and fire may be more frequent than desirable to conserve biodiversity.

Strategic Fire Advantage Zones: These zones are strategically placed and
managed to provide an advantage for fire fighters in containing and
suppressing wildfires. Here, fire frequency may occur towards the lower
thresholds necessary to conserve biodiversity, ie more often.

HMZ Heritage Management Zones: Within these zones fire is managed towards a

range of intensities and frequencies required in order to conserve natural
processes (biodiversity) and cultural assets. Fire authorities continue to aim at
containing wildfires in these areas.

Other areas requiring special fire management consideration

EE;

For more information on the strategies and purposes of these zones refer to the NSW NPWS Strategy for
Fire Management. www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au

NB: Some zones may extend beyond the boundaries of the Reserve to a logical fire break or boundary for
the zone. Where these are outside the Reserve the owners / managers need to be contacted for details
of fire management options for these areas.

These zones will form part of the overall Bushfire Risk Managem ent Plan for the Shoalhaven Fire
District.

Fire Exclusion areas: Where fire should not to be introduced and where
possible excluded. These are areas such as rainforests and wetlands though
at times during drought and adverse fire weather these areas may burn.

Strategies to be used for Fire Management and Bushfire Suppression
Asset Protection Zones & Strategies - APZs

Map ID

Zone Name

APZ Beach Road APZ

Strategies

Assess APZ for bush fire fuel management and maintenance works annually,
post fire season.

Maintain slashed breaks where marked — as required.

zone clear of rubbish, gardening debris and property — as required.
Strategic Fire Advantage Zone Strategies - SFAZs

Map ID

Enable clear access for firefighters and limit available fire fuels by keeping

Zone Name

SFAZ

Beach Rd North, Beach Rd South, Comerong North, Comerong South,
Comerong North Carpark, Comerong Middle Carpark, Gerroa Day Use Area,
Gerroa Road South,Sand Track North, Sand Track South, Seven Mile South
SFAZs

Strategies

Review fire management works program for the zone annually, post fire
season.This assessment includes bushfire fuel, fire history, biodiversity
maintenance and the condition of fire control facilities within the zone such as
fire access tracks, slashed areas, gates, information signs, identified water
points etc. Fire related works for reserve declared and reported to District
Bush Fire Management Committee. Annually — pre-season.

Undertake burning under prescribed conditions where indicated by above fire
fuel assessments and biodiversity maintenance requirements — as required.

Maintain cooperative management and communication with adjoining
landholders so that effective fire risk management is maintained across the
zone and adjoining bushlands.

Where threatened flora and fauna strategies indicate ‘No Fire’ — ensure that
where fire needs to be introduced for asset/strategic advantage or vegetation
diversity conservation that intermittent strip or mosaic burn patches of limited
size are prescribed e.g. less than 50 metres and less than 33%. ‘No fire’ may
apply to rainforest, wetlands and saltmarsh.

Heritage Management Zones — HMZs

Map ID

Seek cooperation of local RFS brigades in the monitoring of SFAZ fuel and
access conditions.

Zone Name

HMZ Blue Angle Creek, Central, Comerong, Campbells Run, Seven Mile North,

Seven Mile South, Seven Mile West HMZs

Strategies

Review fire management works program for the zone annually, post fire
season.

This assessment includes fire history, biodiversity maintenance and the
condition of fire control facilities within the zone such as fire access tracks,
slashed areas, gates, information signs, identified water points etc.

Fire Detection: The NPWS maintains and contributes to cooperative fire detection and
response amrangements across the Shoalhaven Fire District. This includes lookouts,
surveillance flights, lightning detection and communications systems. Dunng periods of
higher fire danger this reserve may be patrolled and restrictions placed on visitor access
and the use of fire.

Fire Response: Apart from any specific conditions indicated in the Operational
Guidelines, the NPWS as a NSW fire authority prepares and maintains personnel and
equipment fo undertake fire management and response within the reserve. These
resources are also provided under cooperative contact, callout and incident management
arrangements within the Shoalhaven Fire District and across NSW.

Fire Suppression: Areas close to urban and identified visitor use areas will require a
prompt response. Fire suppression tactics in all areas will primarily consider immediate
visitor and firefighter safety, minimising unnecessary disturbance and will have regard to
constraints defined within the reserve Plan of Management.

Prescribed Fire: May be introduced to maintain biodiversity or meet protection
obligations as identified within the fire management zones as mapped. The NPWS
maintains a record of known fire history and will annually review the need to undertake
prescribed buming. Each proposal is subject to environmental assessment and
operational safety planning. All burning proposals for the coming season (July-June) are
listed with the Shoalhaven Bush Fire Management Committee. For details or enquiries
contact the Nowra NPWS Area (see Contacis) or Shoalhaven Fire Control.

Fire Management Access: Management tracks wil be maintained as required for
reserve management operations or to limit environmental effects and should always be
assessed before being used for fire operations. Any firefighting access problems should
be immediately notified to the Nowra NPWS Area office (see Contacts). Also referto
operational guidelines .

Community Information: The NPWS will participate in cooperative community
information programs in the Shoalhaven Fire District. For this reserve these will focus on
fire management works and biodiversity maintenance, personal safety and the safe use of
fire, property preparation and protection near the reserve and the NPWS role in
cooperative fire management and response in the reserve.

Fire Season information and weather pattems :

Slashing / other bush fire fuel management works: The NPWS will maintain slashed
areas as indicated within the reserve. For information on other slashed areas or fire
management works contact Nowra NPWS Area or Shoalhaven Fire Control.

Fire Works Program

The works program arising from the above strategies is prepared and reviewed
annually This program is prepared from the post fire season assessment of each of the
zones as above. Also considered are seasonal weather trends, available resources and
cooperative arrangements with neighbours, other fire authorities and land management
agencies Fire related works for the reserve are summansed and presented to the local
District Bush Fire Management Committee annually, usually before the bushfire danger
period. Some works indicated may not be completed due to prevailing weather patterns,
or the necessary redirection of effort and resources to other priority fire tasks such as
wildfire control and rehabilitation. In most cases, such deferred works are carned
forward into subsequent programs. Information on the works to be undertaken are
avallable from local NPWS offices and the Shoalhaven District Bush Fire Management
Commitiee at the district RFS headquarters.

Wildfires: Fire history indicates fires of greater intensity and control difficulty dunng late
spring, summer and early autumn, though periods of drought may extend this from late
August to June. Strong, drier westerly winds are noted from late August to mid October.
During summer, moister north-east sea-breezes may cover the area in a daily pattern,
diminishing after sunset. Blustery southerly changes may also progress up the coast
overthis period causing sudden changes in wind speed and direction. Thunderstorm
activity in the summer months may produce unstable fireground weather with possible
lightning ignitions.

Prescribed Burning: Late summer/ autumn / and winter are the prefemed seasons for
prescribed burning where desirable stable conditions and trends are more likely.
Burning may take place outside these periods for specific operational and biodiversity

management objectives.

Communications Information -

Seven Mile Beach National Park & Comerong Island Mature Reserve

Undertake burning under prescribed conditions where indicated by above
assessment for biodiversity maintenance requirements — as required.

Service Channel Location and Comments
RADIO
NPWS - VHF 31 Red Rocks repeater
NPWS - VHF (Fireground Comms) 4344 17-18 - 5 Watt Channels
NPWS - VHF (Portable Repeater) 14 Stored at Mowra Area depot / transportable.
NPWS / RFS (X-band Repeater) 14 Stored at Mowra / transportable. Full range of both
simplex & duplex NPWS VHF & RFS PMR channels.
RFS - PMR - UHF CH 84 Red Rocks
CH 58 Nowra
CH 83 Berry
CB-UHF 28 Forestry use
Aircraft - VHF As advised by State Ops
PHONE
Mobile Phone - CDMA Good coverage
Mobile Phone - GEM Good coverage
Satellite Phone A;rgilable for deployment ex Ulladulla and Mowra Area
offices

| Map 1D Strateqy Site Type
AH-B |+ As faras possible — protect site from fire Sites less affected by fire
@ + Avoid all ground disturbance including the use of | but prone to disturbance

earthmoving machinery, handline construction by suppression operations
and driving over sites. eg - stone arrangements,

+ Avoid water bombing. which may cause ground | C€remonial fings. rock
disturbance. engravings, rock art,

grinding grooves.

AH-C |+ Avoid all ground disturbance including the use of | Sites least affected by fire

earthmoving machinery. handline construction itself but still prone to

and driving over sites. disturbance by fire

@ * Avoid water bombing, which may cause ground | suppression operations.

disturbance. eg - burial sites. artefact

* Site may be burned by bushfire. backburn or scatters, middens.

prescribed bum without damage

These guidelines are provided fo assist fire management activities within the reserves. Emergency Calls - Fire, Ambulance, Police This map shows modelling of comparative fire behaviour that may be expected in the
They are framed by current cooperative arrangements with other fire authorities, NPWS _Call "000" stating service required various vegetation types across the reserves and surrounding areas. Itis intended
strategies for fire management, reserve management plans, neighbours and other site- National Parks & Wildlife Service NSW  (Deptof Environment & Conservation) as an operational guide to assist fire suppression and prescribed burning operations
specific issues that need to be considered. Feedback on these matters is always Emergency Contact _ but does not replace constant surveillance of on-site fire behaviour, weather trends
appreciated and should be directed to NPWS Nowra Area, PO Box 707 Nowra NSW Business Hours - 0830-1630 Mon.-Fri. (02) 4423 2170 and local terrain effects.
2541 LOC’HAI\?SwSOKFSMCJ;f?reaS 1800 629 104
Command and Control: The NPWS is responsible for fire management within the Eﬂm Elat ,{fk Rdlciowra (02) 4423 6300
reserves. Any fire authority may initiate size-up and attack with advice to the NPWS South Coast Regional Office (02) 4423 2170
upon initial fire sighting or report. See Contacts section to advise fire reports in or within 55 Graham St. Nowra NSW 2541
8kmofthe reserves. Class 1 fire suppression operations may remain under command Rural Fire Service
of the initial attack agency following assessment and advice by NPWS. Shoalhaven Fire Gonlrol Centre T ———————
= S : s — - Emergency calls 000
\f'tsttor_ S_afety. Consider pul_)!lc safety_wnhln |nl_t|a[ response t_:peratlon_s (ie., cteanpg_ s Gt Ao A e T e Tolomng THe Teines sie Tecsa T veqelaion ipes Tt
likely visitor use areas and sites, wamings and information. Signs are in place providing S G Sivd ey may be presert. The aim is for a range of areas with differing fimes since fre within these nfervals. Within APZs
visitors to Comerong Island information on assembly and evacuation proceedures. For Brigade Contact No.s - Contact Fire Confrol these threshadds may be exceeded where necessary for asset protection. Fire frequency in SFAZs may trend toward
Fire Suppression : Firefighter safety is paramount. Containment options should NSW Fire Brigades Wgé_lffesgnddﬁag:j?rderto Wdeafil}ﬁem}m@eincoﬂgﬂgggﬂdﬁa The below intervals are broad
consider using existing roads, trails, walking tracks and recently burnt areas. Where Nowra Fire Station 4421 4754 QUCEINES Orfy andIre [equire ents for specific species may need to be considered. =
possible to limit unnecessary damage, earthmoving equipment should be limited to Forests NSW wﬂmm}gﬂdmwa&m*mmw‘ e o
brushing up existing tracks. If extreme fire conditions prevail, fall back to property Harcwood Forests MaplD | Vegeation type MirEn e Maximum fre interval
protection of adjacent urban areas. o Batemans Bay office 4472 6211 Redme interval
Earthmoving Equipment: Except for immediate initial attack, the use of earthmoving gilee : . B |Welands 6 35
3 . ool 2 MNowra Police Station 4421 9599 C Open forest Woodland 5 40
equipment for fire suppression within the reserve requires NPWS consent. There are S@te Eme - S
QUi : rgency Service (SES) D Grass forest, Riparian forest. CoastiPlateau 5 50
significant natural and cultural values at unnecessary nsk from unplanned use of Emergency Assistance No. 132 500 complex. Dry forest
earthmoving equipment. Contact the NPWS if earthworks are required. ALL use of Shoalhaven Headquarters 4423 0081 E  |Coasiad Dune Scrub, Coastal Sands Forest 7 30
earthmoving equipment will be consistent with NPWS safety, operational and Local Govermment Cpen Forest Dry Forest. Heathland
environmental guidelines. Shoalhaven City Council 4429 3111 F | Riparian Forest, Dry Forest Swamp Forest, 7 35
Foam and Retardant Use: Avoid foam and retardant use within the reserve unless Shoalhaven City Council (After Hours) 4421 3100 5 m':gcﬁ‘ e e = =
there is a significant necessary operational advantage. DO NOT use on or near COMKNN;TY CONTACTS PRET m Momt?:a;?m;@"wmt o5 200
watercourses, wetlands, rainforests or swampy areas. DO NOT use foams or retardants Nearest Hospitals No  |Rual Urban, Waterbodies A WA
near water storages or supply infrastructure. Unless under emergency conditions Shoalhaven Hospital (Nowra) 4421 3111 Regime '
always obtain permission before using rural water supplies / sources. Take care when
tanker filling not to contaminate water sources.
Aerial operations: Aerial operators should be briefed on location of transmission lines in
the area. Cons_slder safety implications w_here alrcrafl will operate over ad}acgnt urban_ MapID Strategies Species Common Species
areas or dwellings, or operate from publicly accessible fireground sites. Aenal operations
. : : - : Name status
should be postponed or abandoned if there is a high risk of a storm moving through the 5
area, or there is a significant wind change anticipated. This area is within a controlled auna
airspace advise Nowra Military (HMAS Albatross) of likely scope of operations required. FA 1 e No Fire Botaurus poiciloptilus Australasian bittemn Vulnerable
(02 4424 1257) e« No slashing, tnttenng or tree removal.
Smoke Management: Seven Mile Beach Nafional Park is adjacent to built-up areas and FA 2 « Specific Requirements undetermined® Callocephalon fimbriatum Gang-gang Cockatoo Vulnerable
&uasr?ag}:n?zh t%%??;ge%rgr:&?r:g:ilgﬁ L[:};;?an;;?nusnltggnds?genr“ggf{je g(":n‘;["’]‘:;diﬁ]r traffic FA 3 s Specific Requirements undetermined* Dasyurus maculatus Spotted-tailed Quoall Vulnerable
implications dunng Prescribed Burning operations. Notify nearby highway and airspace Eﬁg : Spec!ﬁc Requ!rements undeterm!ned* E h{)as_y:;?rus \;?Nemnyi_ Bl Esstemk;}duglt[ K Engangereg ;
management agencies if a smoke hazard to traffic is likely. . Spec!ﬁc Requ!rements undetemw!ned* phippiorhynchus asiaticus ack-nec orl ndangere
Rehabilitation: Earthmoving equipment and other resources should be allocated to soil FAG »  Specific Requirements undetermined Esacus neglectus Beach Stone-curlew Endangered 1
erosion control warks and remedial restoration before standing down from fire FAT7 e Protect hollows. Falsistrellus tasmaniensis Eastem False Pipistrelle Vulnerable
operations. e Noremoval of trees.
Arson: Report ALL fires of unknown cause or suspected arson to Police via Fire FA 8 * No Fire Ixobrychus flavicollis Black Bittem Vulnerable
Control. Protect likely ignition point/s or evidence . Report any suspicious activity on or « No slashing, tnttenng or tree removal.
near the fireground. FAQ « Specific Requirements undetermined® Lathamus discolor Swift Parrot Endangered 1
Locked Gates: Any NPWS locked gates within the reserves are fitted with standard key ——
kept in fire tankers and available from Fire Control. Report any missing or damaged FA10 | e No burning within 50 metres of wetlands or other large water Litoria aurea Green and Golden Bell Frog Endangered 1
locks via Fire Control orto NPWS. For public safety during fire operations, some gates bodies. ) -
may need to left in closed position but not locked. Close/lock NPWS gates after e No slashing, trittering or tree removal.
operations. Where safe, leave farm gates as you find them. FA 11 e Specific Requirements undetermined® Melanodryas cucullata Hooded Robin Vulnerable
Ecologically Endangered Communities: The reserves covered in this strategy contain FA 12 e No burning around known nesting sites at any time. Ninox strenua Powerful Owl Vulnerable
various EECs. Local NPWS staff should be consulted on the location of the EECs and e No slashing, trittering or tree removall of or around known
strategies and practices for minimising the impact from any fire management or nesting Silos;
containment works such as back-buming or control line construction. FA 13 » Mo slashing, trittering or tree removal at these sites. Pachycephala olivacea Olive Whistler Vulnerable
Map Grid : (zone 56) Datum for map grid shownis AGD 66_ This will remain in use FA 14 « No slashing, trttering or tree removal. Petroica rodinog aster Pink Robin Vulnerable
until the majonty of map sheets covering the area are revised to the newer GDA datum. FA15 * Avoid known roost sites for fire and mechanical hazard Pteropus poliocephalus Grey-headed Flying-fox Vulnerable
To approximately locate a map reference given in GDA to this map (AGD 66) move reduction.
approximately 200 metres to the southwest from the given gnid reference. Conversely, FA 16 s Specific Requirements undetermined* Saccolaimus flaviventris Yellow-bellied Sheathtail-bat Vulnerable
fo fre lay a g'f‘d reﬂ_ar;ance from "t“S ";%% (A? ?h%) fo someorfl?hwnh a_t(_; DA '|1T:ap, glv?ht_he FA17 e Specific Requirements undetermined* Scoteanax rueppellii Greater Broad-nosed Bat Vulnerable
ﬁaerence of & point approximately 200m fo the northeast of the position shown on this FA 18 » Specific Requirements undetermined* Sterna albifrons Little Tern Endangered 1
i FA 19 e No burning around known nesting sites at any time. Tyto novaehollandiae Masked Owl Vulnerable
« No slashing, tnitenng or tree removal at these sites.
FA 20 e Specific Requirements undetermined™ Xanthomyza phrygia Regent Honeyeater Endangered 1

* Specific Requirements undetermined — No species specific fire requirements known at present, however the potential impact
of firefighting chemicals and heavy machinery use should be considered and minimised where possible.
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