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Bushfire Suppression

Index Locality

VegetationStatus of Fire Thresholds

8

1. 2.

3.
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Risk Management Information

!

!  Nana Glen

 Glenreagh

Recent Fires

Strategy Information
Fire Season Information

Wildfires  Ha ve b een  kn own  to start as early as la te August, b ut usua lly the poten tia l
for a large fire even t is grea test b etween  Octob er a n d Decem b er.  T his
period m a y exten d in to Ja n uary in m ore severe years.

Prescribed Burning
(NPW S  Fire Ma n a gem en t Ma n ua l 4.7)

 Gen era l season is Autum n  to la te W in ter.  Burn in g is possib le in early
S prin g b ut n ot desira b le on a regular b asis from  a n  ecologica l or tourism
poin t of view.

Suppression Strategies
Current FDR Forecast FDR
Low – Mod Low – Mod  Un derta ke direct, para llel or in direct a tta ck a lon g existin g con ta in m en t

lin es.
 W here pra ctica b le con sider m a xim isin g the fire area in a ccorda n ce with the
requirem en ts of a n y proposed prescrib ed b urns.

Low – Mod = > High  I n  order to m in im ise the fire area a n d secure the fla n ks as soon as possib le,
un derta ke direct, para llel or in direct a tta ck a lon g the closest con ta in m en t
lin es.

 Pa y particular a tten tion  to the fla n k on the n ext predicted down win d side.
High All  Un derta ke in direct a tta ck a lon g existin g or n ewly con structed con ta in m en t

lin es.
 S ecure a n d deepen  con ta in m en t lin es a lon g the n ext predicted down win d
side of the fire.

 If a pplica b le con sider broa der tha n  n orm a l con ta in m en t stra tegies to a void
wasted effort a n d high risk of fa ilure.

All All  Ensure there is sufficien t tim e to secure con ta in m en t lin es prior to the fire
im pa ctin g upon  them ; otherwise fa ll b a ck to the n ext poten tia l lin e.
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Projection: UTM
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This strategy is a relevant Plan under Section  38 (4) 
and Section 44 (3) of Rural Fires Act 1997. 

 

Operational Guidelines
Refer to Strategy for Fire Management 2003 and Fire Management Manual 2004.
Brief a ll person n el in volved in suppression opera tion s on the followin g issues:

Resource Guidelines
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage
Management
(NPW S  FMM 4.11)

 I n form a tion  on sites of Ab origin a l cultura l herita ge sign ifica n ce is stored separa tely
for con fiden tia lity. Refer to the Ab origin a l Herita ge In form a tion  Ma n a gem en t
S ystem  da ta b a se (AHIMS) a n d North Coast Region  Cultura l Herita ge Con serva tion
Officers.

Historic Heritage Management
(NPW S  FMM 4.10)

 HH1 - As far as possib le protect site from  fire. Avoid a ll groun d disturb a n ce
in cludin g the use of earthm ovin g m a chin ery, ha n dlin e con struction  a n d drivin g over
sites. Avoid wa ter b om b in g, which m a y da m a ge site.

 HH2 - As far as possib le protect site from  fire. Avoid a ll groun d disturb a n ce
in cludin g the use of earthm ovin g m a chin ery, ha n dlin e con struction  a n d drivin g over
sites.

Threatened Fauna Management
(NPW S  FMM 4.12 & 5.2)

 FA3- As far as possib le protect site from  fire. Avoid the use of earth m ovin g
m a chin ery in loca tion s where these species are kn own to occur. Avoid the use of
retarda n t in loca tion s where these species are kn own  to occur.

Threatened Flora Management
(NPW S  FMM 4.12)

 FL1 - Avoid the use of earth m ovin g m a chin ery in loca tion s where these species are
kn own  to occur. Avoid the use of retarda n t in loca tion s where these species are
kn own  to occur.

 FL2 - As far as possib le, exclude a ll fire from  loca tion s where these species are
kn own  to occur. Avoid the use of earth m ovin g m a chin ery in loca tion s where these
species are kn own  to occur. Avoid the use of retarda n t in loca tion s where these
species are kn own  to occur.

Threatened Property  W here possib le property own ers with assets at risk from  a wildfire even t should b e
kept in form ed regardin g the progress of the fire a n d asked for a n  assessm en t of their
curren t level of asset protection  preparedn ess.

General Guidelines
Aerial Water Bombing
(NPW S  FMM 4.4 / NS W  Fire Agen cies
Avia tion  SOPs O2 / NPW S  Guidelin es for
Effective Aircra ft Ma n a gem en t)

 T he use of b om b in g a ircra ft should support con ta in m en t opera tion s b y a ggressively
a tta ckin g hotspots a n d spot-overs.

 T he use of b om b in g a ircra ft without the support of groun d b ased suppression crews
should b e lim ited to very specific circum sta n ces.

 W here pra ctica b le foa m  should b e used to in crease the effectiven ess of the wa ter.
 Groun d crews m ust b e a lerted to wa ter b om b in g opera tion s.

Aerial Ignition
(NPW S  FMM 4.2.20, 4.4 / NS W  Fire
Agen cies Avia tion  SOPs O2-4 / NPW S
Guidelin es for Effective Aircra ft
Ma n a gem en t)

 Aeria l ign ition  m a y b e used durin g b a ck-b urn in g or fuel reduction  opera tion s where
pra ctica b le, b ut on ly with the prior consen t of a sen ior NPW S  officer.

 Utilise in cen diaries to ra pidly progress b a ck-b urns down slope where required.

Backburning
(NPW S  FMM 4.8)

 T em pera ture a n d hum idity tren ds m ust b e m on itored carefully to determ in e the
sa fest tim es to im plem en t b a ck-b urns.  Gen era lly, when  the FDI is Very High or
grea ter, b a ckb urn in g should com m en ce when  the hum idity b egin s to rise in the la te
a ftern oon  or early even in g.  W ith a lower FDI b a ckb urn in g m a y b e sa fely
un derta ken  durin g the da y.

 W here pra ctica b le, clear a 1m  ra dius aroun d dea d a n d fib rous b arked trees a dja cen t
to con ta in m en t lin es prior to b a ckb urn in g, or wet down these trees as part of the
b a ckb urn ign ition .

 Avoid ign ition  of b a ckb urns a t the b ottom  of slopes where a lon g a n d in ten se up
slope b urn is likely.

Command & Control
(NPW S  FMM 4.2)

 T he first com b a ta n t a gen cy on site m a y assum e con trol of the fire, b ut then  m ust
ensure the releva n t la n d m a n a gem en t a gen cy is n otified prom ptly.

 On the arriva l of other com b a ta n t a gen cies, the in itia l in ciden t con troller will con sult
with regard to the on goin g com m a n d, con trol a n d in ciden t m a n a gem en t tea m
requirem en ts as per the releva n t BFMC Pla n  of Opera tion s.

Containment Lines
(NPW S  FMM 2.2, 3.9)

 Construction  of n ew con ta in m en t lin es should b e a voided, where pra ctica b le, except
where they ca n  b e constructed with m in im a l en viron m en ta l im pa ct.  New
con ta in m en t lin es require the prior consen t of a sen ior NPW S  officer.

 W here pra ctica b le, con ta in m en t lin es should b e sta b ilised a n d reha b ilita ted as part of
the wildfire suppression opera tion .

 All con ta in m en t lin es n ot required for other purposes should b e closed a t the
cessa tion  of the in ciden t.

 All person n el in volved in con ta in m en t lin e con struction  should b e briefed on b oth

Containment Lines
(NPW S  FMM 2.2, 3.9)

 Construction  of n ew con ta in m en t lin es should b e a voided, where pra ctica b le, except
where they ca n  b e constructed with m in im a l en viron m en ta l im pa ct.  New
con ta in m en t lin es require the prior consen t of a sen ior NPW S  officer.

 W here pra ctica b le, con ta in m en t lin es should b e sta b ilised a n d reha b ilita ted as part of
the wildfire suppression opera tion .

 All con ta in m en t lin es n ot required for other purposes should b e closed a t the
cessa tion  of the in ciden t.

 All person n el in volved in con ta in m en t lin e con struction  should b e briefed on b oth
n a tura l a n d cultura l herita ge sites in the loca tion .

Earthmoving Equipment
(NPW S  FMM 4.2.20, 4.3)

 Earthm ovin g equipm en t m a y on ly b e used with the prior consen t of a sen ior NPW S
officer, a n d then  on ly if the prob a b ility of its success is high.

 Earthm ovin g equipm en t m ust b e a lwa ys guided a n d supervised b y a n  experien ced
officer, a n d a ccom pa n ied b y a support vehicle.  W hen  en ga ged in direct or para llel
a tta ck this vehicle m ust b e a firefightin g vehicle.

 Con ta in m en t lin es constructed b y earthm ovin g equipm en t should consider the
protection  of dra in a ge fea tures, observe the T hrea ten ed S pecies a n d Cultura l
Herita ge Opera tion a l Guidelin es, a n d b e surveyed, where possib le, to iden tify
un kn own cultura l herita ge sites.

 Earthm ovin g equipm en t should b e washed down, where pra ctica b le, prior to it
en terin g NPW S  esta te.

Fire Advantage Recording  All fire a dva n ta ges used durin g wildfire suppression opera tion s m ust b e m a pped a n d
where releva n t a dded to the da ta b a se.

Fire Suppression Chemicals
(NPW S  FMM 4.2.20, 4.9)

 W ettin g a n d foa m in g a gen ts (surfa cta n ts) are perm itted for use in wildfire
suppression.

 T he use of fire retarda n t is on ly perm itted with the prior consen t of the sen ior NPW S
officer, a n d should b e a voided where reason a b le a ltern a tives are a va ila b le.

 Exclude the use of surfa cta n ts a n d retarda n ts within  50m  of ra in forest, wa tercourses,
da m s a n d swa m ps.

 Areas where fire suppression chem ica ls are used m ust b e m a pped a n d the used
products n a m e recorded.

 T he T hrea ten ed S pecies Opera tion a l Guidelin es are to b e ob served.
Rehabilitation
(NPW S  FMM 5.1)

 W here pra ctica b le, con ta in m en t lin es should b e sta b ilised a n d reha b ilita ted as part of
the wildfire suppression opera tion .

Smoke Management
(NPW S  FMM 3.4)

 T he poten tia l im pa cts of sm oke a n d possib le m itiga tion  ta ctics m ust b e considered
when  pla n n in g for wildfire suppression a n d prescrib ed b urn in g opera tion s.

 If sm oke b ecom es a ha zard on loca l roa ds or highwa ys, the police a n d releva n t
m edia m ust b e n otified.

 S m oke m a n a gem en t m ust b e in a ccorda n ce with releva n t RT A tra ffic m a n a gem en t
guidelin es.

Visitor Management
(NPW S  FMM 3.6, 4.13)

 T he reserve m a y b e closed to the pub lic durin g periods of extrem e fire da n ger or
durin g wildfire suppression opera tion s.
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Sherwood Fire Mgt Zones
Land Management Zn
Strategic FireAdv Zn
Asset Protection Zn

Road / Trail - fire vehicle capacity
Cat 1
Cat 9
Dormant
Unknown
Sherwood Nature Reserve

Zoom 2.
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SFAZ - Western
APZ - Sherwood Tower

Bluff Trl
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Recent Fire History
2012 - 15 Fire seasons
2015 - 16 Fire season
2016 - 17 Fire season
Sherwood Nature Reserve

Elevation Shading (DEM)
High : 1583 m

Low : 0 m
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Sherwood Nature Reserve
Road / Trail - fire vehicle class

Cat 1
Cat 9
Dormant
Unknown
Agriculture/timber plantation
 Cleared/weeds/developed/Native regrowths
Freshwater wetland

Grassy dry sclerophyll forest
Heathland
Rainforest
Rock/sand
Semi-mesic grassy forest
Shrubby dry sclerophyll forest
Swamp sclerophyll forest
Water
Wet sclerophyll forest

Contour interval 10 metres

ASSUME ALL GATES LOCKEDBushfire Suppression Legend
NPWS Estate
NPWS Acquired Not Gazetted
State Forest Estate
FNSW Plantations
Walking Track

v Powerlines - Essential Energy
Railway

Road - Fire Vehicle Capacity
Cat 1
Cat 7
Cat 9
Completed
Under construction

Fire Strategic Importance
Essential
Important
Dormant
Not classified

Gate NPWS
Gate non NPWS
Heli Landing Site

Helipad

Vantage Point

Ù Communication Tower

¯ Day Use Area
Threatened Property

Water Point Helicopter

Water Point Vehicle

Water Point H & V

Refuge Area

#*! Caution
Apiary Site (bees) Active

Contact Information 
Agency Position / Location Phone 
NPWS Region a l Duty Officer (24 hrs) 02 6642 3620 
 Area Ma n a ger (Claren ce S outh) 02 6641 1500 

0429 695 552 
 Ra n ger S herwood Na ture Reserve 02 6641 1500 
 Fire Ma n a gem en t Officer 02 6641 1500 

0427 250 122 
 Claren ce S outh Area Office 02 6641 1500 

02 6643 5569 (fa x) 
 W orks depot - Gra fton  02 6643 9009 
 Region a l Office 02 6641 1500 

02 6643 5569 (fa x) 
Rural Fire Service Duty Officer 0500 881 866 
 Claren ce Va lley Fire Con trol Cen tre 

Coffs Harb our Fire Con trol Cen tre 
02 6644 5135 
02 6651 6133 

NSW Fire Brigade Em ergen cy 000 
 S outh Gra fton S ta tion  

Gra fton  S ta tion  
02 6642 7655 
02 6643 3491 

SES Em ergen cy 000 
 Gra fton Un it 02 6643 3348 
Police Police Assista n ce Lin e 131444 
 Glenrea gh 02 6649 2169 
Ambulance Em ergen cy 000 
 All other b ookin gs 131233 
Hospital Gra fton Base Hospita l 

Coffs Harb our Hea lth Ca m pus 
02 6640 2232 
02 6656 7000 

State Forests 24 hour fire ca lls 
NE Region  - Coffs Hbr 
Gra fton  S F 

02 6655 6950 
02 6652 0111 
02 6643 0400 

Council Claren ce Va lley 02 6643 3886 
Aboriginal Land 
Council 

Gra fton -Ngerrie 
Coffs Harb our 

02 6642 6020 
02 6652 7080 

Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Y a rra warra Ab origin a l Corpora tion  02 6646 2669 

Neighbours Con ta ct deta ils stored a t Region a l Office  
 

Communications Information  
NPW S  ra dio covera ge is gen era lly good b ut there are ‘b la ck spots’ in  deep gullies. Option s to use 
S im plex & Reverse Ch’s, porta b le repea ters or a dja cen t towers are a va ila b le as required. 

Service NPWS 
Channel 

Location and Comments 

NPW S  – Vote group Vote Ch 190 NCR Northern, Chs: 191, 192  
NPW S  – hi-b a n d VHF 
–T ower Cha n n els 

192 
 

Claren ce Pea k (S im plx 492, Isola te 792) 
 

NPW S  Firegroun d Ch 11 – 17 Represen t NPW S  FireGroun d Ch’s 1 – 7 
NPW S  – hi-b a n d VHF 
- Porta b le Repea ters 

21 – 26  
Duplex 

Chs 21 & 31 correspon d to FG1, etc.  
Con ta ct Region a l Office to deploy  

RFS – Firegroun d Ch 41 - 60 Equiva len t to RFS Firegroun d 1 - 20 
RFS PMR n/a  
T elephon e In tercon n ect to NPW S  Ra dio T BA 
UHF – pub lic Use as b a ckup & a lt. com m ’s to Forestry, IAP will set Ch. 
Mob ile Phon e – 3G Good reception  on ridges & escarpm en t on ly. 
An In ciden t Action  Pla n  will cover specific com m un ica tion s durin g HR a n d W ildfire even ts. 

 

Fire thresholds ha ve b een  exceeded.

· Protect from fire as far as possible.

T he area will b e too frequen tly b urn t if it b urn s this year.

· Protect from fire as far as possible.

Fire history is within  the threshold for vegeta tion  in  this area.

· A burn is neither required nor should one necessarily be avoided.

Fire frequen cy is b elow fire thresholds in  the area.
· A prescribed burn may be advantageous. Consider allowing 
unplanned fires to burn.

Unknown In sufficien t da ta to determ in e fire threshold.

 NB. Fire thresholds are defined for vegetation communities to conserve biodiversity

Too frequently 
burnt

Biodiversity thresholds for Land Management Zones

Vulnerable to 
frequent fire

Long unburnt

Within threshold

0 5 102.5 Kilometres

Asset Protection 
Zones

Strategic Fire 
Advantage Zones

Land Management 
Zones

Fire M anagement Zones
T he ob jective of APZs is the protection  of hum a n  life a n d property.  T his will ha ve preceden ce over 
guidelin es for the m a n a gem en t of b iodiversity.  Ma in ta in  Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd a t Modera te or b elow.
T he ob jective of SFAZs is to reduce fire in ten sity a cross la rger a rea s.   Ma in ta in  Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd a t 
High or b elow, however a dheren ce to guidelin es for b iodiversity will ta ke preceden ce where pra ctica l.  
T he ob jective of LMZs is to con serve b iodiversity a n d protect cultura l herita ge.   Ma n a ge fire 
con sisten t with fire thresholds.      

0 5 102.5 Kilometres

Name Easting Northing Lat_DMS Long_DMS
Northeast 506882 6684088 29d 58m 27s S 153d 04m 17s E
Junction 506842 6684285 29d 58m 20s S 153d 04m 15s E
Omega 505197 6684004 29d 58m 29s S 153d 03m 14s E
Boundary 510281 6667549 30d 07m 24s S 153d 06m 24s E
Quarry 510092 6667808 30d 07m 15s S 153d 06m 17s E

Helipad Information

Woolgoolga Creek
Day Use Area

Zoom 3.

LMZ - Woopi

Gentle Annie Rd

Woolgoolga Creek Rd

Powerline Rd Freemans Rd

Powerline
 Lin

k Tr
l

© Land and Property Information
0 250125 Meters


