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Vegetation Fire Season Information

Wildfires e The critical wildfire season generally occurs during December and January.

o Effective prescribed burning may need to be conducted once the “critical fire season” and thunderstorm
Prescribed Burning season is over. This is due to the LOW - MODERATE Overall Fuel Hazard for most vegetation types.
Prescribed burning attempted after autumn rain is unlikely to be effective.

Operational Guidelines

General Guidelines

o Aerial operations will be managed by trained and competent personnel. This includes directing aerial bombing

. . and aerial ignition operations

Aerial operations e The use of bombing aircraft without the support of ground based suppression crews should be limited to very
specific circumstances. 25 g

= All aerial ignition operations require the consent of the NPWS Regional Manager or the Section 44 Appointee.

Backburning o All persorinel_must be fully briefed before back b_urning _operations begi_n. o o

e Backburning in areas of Low — Moderate OFH will require the use of wind, slope or low humidity to maximise

effectiveness.

e The first combatant agency on site may assume control of the fire, but then must ensure the relevant land

Command & Control management agency is notified promptly.

e On the arrival of other combatant agencies, the initial Incident Controller will consult with regard to the ongoing
command, control and incident management team reguirements as per the relevant BFMC Plan of Operations.

Containment Lines ¢ New containment lines require the prior consent of a senior NPWS dfficer.

e No heavy earthmoving machinery will be permitted in the reserve.

¢ Only light earthmoving machinery (eg BobCat or Pozitrak) will be permitted on the reserve.

Earthmoving Equipment e Plant must be washed down, where practicable, prior to it entering NPWS estate and again on exiting NPWS
estate.

e The aerial application use foam, gels and retardants requires the approval of the Regional Manager or
delegate

Rehabilitation e Where practicable, containment lines should be stabilised and rehabilitated as part of the wildfire suppression
operation.

Status of Biodiversity Thresholds e Hydrants in the village may be used during suppression, accessed with standpipes.
Watering points (Hydrant located corner Beni Street & Braithwaites Road)
e Dams on private property should be assessed for suitability, prior to use.

Broad vegetation types
i:i Ironbark / Bulloak / BlackPine woodlands

i:i Yellow Box / Red Gum woodlands

i:i Disturbed areas

cess through gate
on/Woodleys Road

£
Fire Suppression Chemicals .

Consecutive fire intervals are e Potential smoke impacts and mitigation tactics must be assessed during the planning of fire
QTR ERAATI{IM  shorter than the recommended Smoke Management operations.
minimum interval. (A number of residences within 100 metres of the eastern boundary)
vl bi The current fire interval is o e Traffic management will be required during fire operations.
f:jenﬁree:,'t feirteo shorter than the recommended Visitor Management e Traffic and access controls may need to be established on Barbigal Road, both north and south
q minimum interval. of the reserve.
The time-since-fire is greater WARNINGS e Electrical transmission line located on southern corner of the reserve.
. than the recommended e Bogging risk along the western boundary (Woodleys Road) during wetter seasons.
Within threshold b
minimum, and less than the
recommended maximum. AVIATION HAZARD e Transmission line located at southern point of reserve, running east-west.
The current fire interval is
Long unburnt longer than the suggested
interval. Operational Guidelines - Heritage
Areas of regenerating . .
No threshold vegetation, with fire intervals to Resource Guidelines
i i i Aboriginal Cultural Heritage
EERNE giear(]i:flned by revegetation gi te Management 9 ¢ No Aboriginal sites have been identified
Historic Heritage
Site Managemgnt ¢ No historic structures and sites have been identified
Threatened Species . . . . . S
Management e Protective actions are incorporated in the Operational Guidelines
Vegetation management
Community Management guidelines Fire Behaviour
Grasily Bc(i)x e An interval between fire events less than 15 years
WO((I)EE%; = and greater than 50 years should be avoided « Potential rates of spread would be low to moderate
c - : e Selected areas to be maintained with interval due to Low -Moderate OFH
Bushfire Risk Management Strategies ST T T s
The objective of this zone is
— to conserve biodiversity and Ironb;rk/ Bullgiak éBIack o Aninterval between fire events less than 15 years « Potential rates of spread is usually low due to Nil -
an Zaiiagement protect cultural heritage by RIERNCOEENCS and greater than 50 years should be avoided Low OFH
ONes applying biodiversity
thresholds
e Prescribed burning in regeneration areas should be
Disturbed / quarry areas scheduled according to a revegetation / « Nil fire risk due to NIL OFH
rehabilitation plan
OFH — Overall fuel hazard - A rating system that measures leaf litter, grasses, shrubs, bark type and bark condition. Consists of ratings for surface

fuel, near-surface fuel, elevated fuel and bark.

Suppression Strategies

Conditions & forecast Guidelines

BKDI < 100, or

BKDI >100+ and outside . .

critical fire season ¢ A broad containment strategy using roads, low fuel areas, open areas and recently burnt areas.

Stable conditions forecast

BKDI >100 & o Direct attack or indirect attack based on wet lines, handtool lines or light machinery (NIL - LOW OFH will
within critical fire season, or permit a high probability of success in most conditions)
Severe+ FDI forecast o A strategy involving the whole reserve area is acceptable.
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VERY HIGH FDI prescribed burning effective —+ Rallways
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This area is unavailable for

rg:;\isggbtiﬁrf:irn prescribed burning, due to
P 9 | NIL or LOW OFH.
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